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Attend a free drop-in seminar on composting and 
register to win a composting bin
Stillwater Township will sponsor a free drop-in seminar in June 
where residents will be able to get information about compost-
ing from a local expert and register to win a free compost bin.

The session will be held at the Town Hall on Tuesday, June 18. 
Residents can drop in anytime between 5 and 7 p.m. to pick up 
information about composting, ask questions of a composting 
expert, and register to win a bin.

Paul Richtman, a local resident, will be present to answer ques-
tions. Richtman is an avid gardener and certified University 
of MN Extension Master Gardener who has been successfully 
composting for decades. He will share with you his experience 
and tips in what works and what doesn’t work when it comes to 
backyard composting.

The seminar is sponsored through a grant from Washington 
County.

For questions about the seminar, contact Beverly Petrie at (651) 
430-9294 or squarelakebev@iphouse.com.

KARE-11 television recently completed an 11-part 
series on increasing recycling in workplaces. Among 
the recycling suggestions offered by reporter Laura 
Betker were these:

•	 Look in the bin. If employees are tossing non-
recyclables in the recycling bin, print pictures of 
what can be recycled and attach them to the bin.

•	 Reduce paper usage. Betker found that the sta-
tion was spending huge amounts on paper print-
outs that rarely were read. She persuaded certain 
departments to cut down on paper usage, and 
she had all the station’s printers programmed for 
double-sided printing.

•	 Reduce waste in meetings. Instead of everyone 
having a printed agenda, put one on a projec-

tor, or ask attendees to pull it up on their smart-
phones. 

•	 Cut down on throwaways. KARE-11 now uses 
reusable coffee and water containers, rather than 
disposables. And using metal silverware is a better 
alternative to plastic cutlery. 

•	 Go green in the kitchen. Some businesses have 
the option of composting in their office kitchen, if 
their hauler can take the contents of the compost 
bin to a commercial composting facility. It’s easy 
to compost as long as workers know what is and is 
not compostable. Signs help.

•	 Buy recycled. Encourage purchases of recycled 
products as much as possible, including note pads, 
toliet paper, printer paper and cleaning supplies.

KARE-11 challenges viewers to be champions of recycling at work
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fix a leak and save up to

200 gallons of water a day

In Minnesota, recent droughts coupled with grow-
ing water demands are putting a strain on our 
water resources. Water leaks are both costly and 
wasteful. Nationally, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency estimates that 1 trillion gallons 
of water are wasted each year through household 
leaks — enough to supply the needs of Chicago, 

Miami and Los Angeles combined.

Toilets are especially leak-prone (20 percent of 
all toilets leak), but because toilet leaks are often 
silent, you may not know that you have one. A 
leaky toilet can waste as much as 200 gallons of 
water every day.

3 things you can do to save water

Check your toilet for leaks
Toilet leaks often are caused by a bad flapper. Other sources 
include a bad flapper valve seat or water control valve, an 
improperly positioned float arm, or a defective overflow tube. 
Check out some simple videos showing how a toilet works, 
finding leaks, and fixing them.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency is offering a free 
packet of leak detection tablets that can be used to determine 
if a toliet is leaking. They can be ordered at www.livinggreen.
org/fixaleak, by calling (651) 757-2999, or by emailing leak-
detection.pca@state.mn.us. Supplies are limited.

Use your water meter to check for leaks
Start by making sure that all water-using appliances inside and outside the house are not in use. Turn off 
automatic ice-makers too. If your meter has a low flow indicator, it should not be turning. If it is, water is 
passing through the meter, and there are leaks. Otherwise, note the meter reading on the dial and then 
check again after an hour. If the meter has moved, then you likely have leaks.

Fix dripping faucets and shower heads
Did you know that a dripping faucet can waste 20 gallons of water a day? If the dripping water is hot, 
it’s wasting energy and costing you to heat the water. A faucet leak is often caused by a bad rubber 
washer, which is typically located under the handle. Water dripping or running from the shower head 
when the shower is turned firmly off typically is caused by bad washers or seats in the valve. Check 
hardware or plumbing supply stores, home improvement centers or the internet for replacement wash-
ers or parts.


