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New rules on plastics recycling

With advancements in recycling technology, the
types of plastics that can be recycled have
expanded in the past year. Here are some tips for
reducing and recycling plastics.

But first things first. Let’s talk about avoiding
plastic in the first place.

Use reusable water bottles.

Bring reusable bags to the grocery
store.

Bring reusable containers to a
farmer’s market to carry produce.

Buying in bulk is a great way to reduce
packaging waste, save money and try
new foods in small quantities. When
purchasing other products, consider
choosing the product with the least
packaging.

But when it’s time to recycle, be aware
that most curbside recycling programs
have started taking additional plastics—
including yogurt cups, cottage cheese
tubs and deli containers—in the past
year. In addition, containers for cream
cheese, ricotta cheese, margarine, medicine,
food storage and clamshell to-go boxes are
collected by most haulers. If your hauler does not
accept certain plastics, find drop-off locations near
you at RethinkRecycling.com.

Plastic bags are usually not accepted in curbside
recycling with your other plastics. However, they
are collected in bins throughout the metropolitan
area at many grocery stores, as well as some coun-
ty recycling centers. This includes nearly any type
of bag as long as it doesn’t contain food, is dry and
isn’t a specialty item like bubble wrap. Learn more
at www.itsinthebagmn.org.

Please note, not all plastic is recyclable. Call your
hauler to learn what types of plastic you can
recycle at curbside. The two haulers who serve
Stillwater Township are Maroney’s Sanitation and
Waste Management, Inc.

= Detour

Because of road repair in the vi-
cinity of the Washington County
Environmental Center in Cottage
Grove, it may be a bit harder to
reach the facility to drop off
hazardous waste and recyclables.

The intersection of Bailey Road
and Woodbury Drive west of the
Environmental Center, is closed
to all traffic until November
2013. To reach the Environmen-
tal Center, take Manning Avenue

(Highway 95) to Bailey Road,
go west on Bailey Road for one
mile, and then south on Cottage
Grove Drive for one block. The
Environmental Center will be on
the left.




The story of

The Ramsey/Washington County Resource Re-
covery Project has its roots in a landfill that pol-
luted groundwater in the late 1970s. The two
counties jointly managed this landfill. After the
pollution was discovered, county commissioners
decided that there must

the waste is delivered by licensed waste haulers,
but citizens also deliver waste to the facility.

As the 20-year agreement with NRG Energy, Inc.
was drawing to a close, the counties saw an
opportunity to further explore a shift from heavy

be a better way to handle
waste. The two counties
put policies into place to
establish recycling, yard
waste, composting and
household hazardous
waste programs, and ex-
plored recovering energy
from trash.

In 1987, the counties
entered into a 20-year
agreement with Northern
States Power Company,
and later NRG Energy,
Inc., to process waste into

fuel (refuse-derived fuel or
RDF). The purpose of the

AN

government
involvement to a more
market-based
approach for the
delivery of waste to the
Newport facility from
NRG Energy, Inc. In
2007 the counties
began working with
Resource Recovery
Technologies, Inc.
(RRT), through a
6-year Processing
Agreement. In the
Agreement, RRT will
secure waste by con-
tracting with haulers,
and will continue to

project is to minimize the
Counties’ dependence on
landfills by providing and burning RDF instead of
coal at power plants at Red Wing and Mankato.

Since 1987, most of the waste generated in
Ramsey and Washington Counties, over 7.1
million tons, has been delivered to the Resource
Recovery Facility in Newport, Minnesota. Most of

make fuel out of trash.

Processing waste to recover materials and energy
is one of many tools used to reduce risk to health
and the environment. Ramsey and Washington
Counties continue to look to the future to find
ways to make sure that the ways we handle waste
are safe and cost-effective.
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