D. PARKS AND TRAILS

1.  Introduction

Stillwater Township’s population in 2010 was 2,364. The Metropolitan Council
forecasts that the Township’s population will grow to 2,680 by 2040. The
number of households is forecast to grow from 855 in 2010 to 1,100 in 2040.
This growth may bring additional demand for park and trail facilities.

The Proposed Parks and Trails Map identifies the locations of the existing and
proposed parks and trails in Stillwater Township. The Township currently owns
and manages three small parks, and Washington County operates Pine Point
Regional Park in the northwest corner of the Township. The Township also
manages trail segments that connect several neighborhoods along county roads
and local roadways. The new Brown’s Creek State Trail has expanded trail
connections within local area and the region. Township residents have expressed
the desire for more local trails and better connections to regional trails for biking
and pedestrian use. The map also identifies the proposed Central Greenway
Regional Trail Search Corridor along Manning Avenue.

The Township’s system of parks, trails, and open spaces has several goals: it
contributes to protecting its beautiful natural landscape of hills, woods, streams,
and lakes in the Town, provides recreational opportunities for Township
residents, and provides links to other recreation and open space resources in the
St. Croix River Valley area and the region.

2. Goals and Policies
The following are the adopted Parks and Trails Goals for Stillwater Township:

¢ Promote development of facilities to meet the active recreational needs of
the community

e Preserve natural areas, open space and corridors for wildlife habitat,
recreation, and natural amenities

e Link trails to community destinations within the Township and surrounding
communities as development occurs and park dedication funds are available

e  Minimize park and trail maintenance costs

e  Work with area schools, groups, and agencies to jointly provide park and
recreation services and facilities

e Link the Township Trail system with the Gateway State Trail, Browns
Creek State Trail and future Central Greenway Regional Trail Search
Corridor

The Parks and Trails Goals will be implemented though the following Policies:

e Add active parks in the general areas shown on the Park and Trails Map as
development occurs and the demand for parks increases
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e Continue to require park dedication or payment-in-lieu with all new

subdivisions

e Support landowner participation in the County’s Land and Water Legacy
Program

e Explore the types and surfaces for a variety of trail uses: biking, hiking,
horses, etc.

e Provide cost effective maintenance services for park and trail facilities
3.  Existing Parks
Stillwater Township’s parks are shown on the Existing Parks and Trails Map.

a. Otto Berg Park

Otto Berg Park is located adjacent to the Town Hall, at the intersection of
Highway 96, Norell Avenue, and Stonebridge Trail, which consists of six
acres. The park has a ball field, play equipment, picnic tables, volleyball
and basketball courts, and a small shelter.

Future Plans

Since this park is already fully developed, the Township will concentrate on
maintaining and improving the existing equipment and play areas with no
major additions. The Township received a DNR grant in 2016 to improve
accessibility to park facilities.

b. Little Carnelian Park (Stonebridge)

Little Carnelian Park is located in the Stonebridge development and was
dedicated with it. With one acre, it contains a walking path access to Little
Carnelian Lake. The park provides limited swimming, fishing, and a canoe
launch area. No expansion of facilities is planned.
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c. Arcola Heights Park

Arcola Heights Park is a five acre park located on 100th Street and Perkins
Avenue. It consists of a natural area with prairie restoration, some pine
trees, a mowed walking path and a Frisbee golf course. With no facilities,
this park is mostly used for passive activities at this time.

d. Pine Point Regional Park

Pine Point Regional Park is one of four Washington County parks in the
regional parks system. The existing park boundary is identified on the
Existing Parks and Trails Map. The park includes a variety of natural areas
and an extensive network of multi-use trails.

Table 111-4:
Existing Township Parks

Township Park Name | Acres Equipment/ Facilities

Ballfield, play equipment, , picnic tables,
and a basketball court. The Township
Otto Berg Park 6 has recently improved the ADA
accessibility of the park’s facilities with
support from a Minnesota DNR grant.

Little Carnelian Park 1 Walking path, lake access via path

Arcola Heights Park 5 Natural area with mowed walking trail

4.  Existing Trails

Trails in the Township are all non-motorized, and serve many users including
horseback riders, bicyclists, and hikers. The existing trails in the township are
shown on the Proposed Parks and Trails Map. The existing trails do not provide a
complete, connected system throughout the Township. Linkages that would
complete the system are also shown on the Proposed Parks and Trails Map.
Existing trails include:

Gateway State Trail- the Gateway Trail stretches through the northwest corner of
Stillwater Township. It has a paved trail as well as a parallel unpaved trail for
horseback riding and cross-country skiing.

Brown’s Creek State Trail — this trail follows Browns Creek and travels through
the southern portion of the Township to downtown Stillwater. The trail opened
in 2015. Township residents have expressed interest in developing a safe
connection from local trails across State Highway 96 to access this trail.

Curtiss Hills Trails are off-road, unpaved trails that connect Norell Avenue on
the west to Stonebridge Trail on the east. A small section on the shoulder is
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paved; however most of it is improved with lime rock. The trails are used
primarily for walking.

Curtis Hills Extension - Stonebridge south on west site of Otchipwe Prairie
subdivision east along 100th Street to Otchipwe Trail,

103rd Street has a separated gravel/dirt trail along its south side.
97th Street has a separated, gravel trail used primarily for walking,.

Pawnee Avenue has a designated, but unimproved, separated trail for walking
along it.

1 14th Street has a separated, paved bituminous pathway along the entire north
side through the Stonehenge development.

Norell Avenue is a County Designated Shoulder Bike Trail. This designation
allows for wider shoulders within the County right-of-way for trails.

County Road #12 has a off-road, paved County trail.
County Road #15 has a County-designated shoulder bike trail.

State Highway 95 1s a Scenic Byway.
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The 2040 Regional Parks Policy Plan identifies a regional trail search corridor
call the Central Greenway Regional Trail Search Corridor along Manning
Avenue on the western edge of the Township. This regional trail search corridor
travels through May Township, Grant, Stillwater Township, Stillwater, lake
Elmo, Woodbury, and Cottage Grove. It connects Big Marine Park Reserve, the
Browns Creek State Trail, Lake Elmo Park Reserve, Afton Bluffs Regional Trail
Search Corridor, Prairie View Regional Trail Search Corridor, and Mississippi
River Regional Trail Search Corridor. Washington County will lead a planning
process in the future to determine the alignment of the regional trail.

The Township will work with other organizations in planning for these Proposed

Regional Trails.

The regional parks and trails in and near the Township are shown on the figure

below:
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5. Future Park Needs

a. Active Parks—FExisting and Proposed Parks

Active parks are those intended for organized activities and athletics. They
include such improvements as ball fields, play equipment, skating rinks,
basketball courts, shelters, and/or buildings. Resources and funds are
directed toward providing facilities to serve “activities.” Improvements are
made according to determined priorities and available funds.

A variety of facilities may be provided in active parks. Future facility
improvements, options and associated cost estimates for the Township’s
parks are listed in Table I11-5 on the following page.

Table I11-5:
Active Park Facilities Cost Range

Field/Structure | Cost Range |Brief Description

Baseball Field $100,000- |Low cost range entails using existing soils, minimal grade
$300,000 |changes; high cost range includes special soil base, turf]
drainage, and lighting.

Soccer Field $100,000- |Low cost range entails using existing soils, minimal grade
$300,000 |changes; high cost range includes special soil base, turf,
drainage, and lighting.

Basketball Court| $22,000- |Bituminous Surface - minimal grading and drainage
$25,000  |accommodations required, hoops, painting if necessary.

Tennis Courts $40,000 + [Bituminous Surface - minimal grading and drainage

(2 side-by-side accommodations required, nets and painting, and lighting,
Courts)

Hockey Rink $50,000 + |Includes grading, boards, goals, lighting, and a water
{Outdoor) source.

Sand Volleyball | $15,000+ |This value is an approximation. The cost could be
Court affected by the equipment, grading, drainage, lighting,
ete,

Warming House | $150,000- |Example: Structure worth $166,000 included poured
$250,000 |concrete structure, two restroom facilities, small office
for attendant, open space for visitors, overhang in front of

structure for picnic tables.
Park Shelter $28,000+ |Picnic Pavilion, covered concrete slab - open to weather
(24'x 24' Picnic elements.

Shelter)

Several potential new park locations were identified throughout the
Township. They were analyzed based on the following criteria:

* proximity to arterial roads
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* reasonable access to Township, either by auto, bike, or hiking by
residents

open, relatively flat land

connection to future trail system

areas not presently served

proximity to unique natural, cultural, or historic resources

The Park Committee utilized the map of existing conditions and evaluated
several potential park areas. Parks were suggested in locations that met the
selected criteria and were geographically spaced in the Township. Five (5)
areas were chosen that meet the criteria, and are shown on the Proposed
Parks and Trails Map. The locations identified and prioritized according to
the order in which each should be pursued, are as follows:

i.  Located on the north or south side of Stonebridge Trail, west of
Otchipwe Avenue

ii. Located on the west side of Mendel Road, between Mayfield Avenue
North and 103rd Street North

iii, Located on the east side of Highway 95, approximately 1/2 mile north
of Arcola Trail

iv. Located on the west side of Otchipwe Avenue North, at approximately
the 115th Street alignment

v. Located in the Northeast of the Town east of Highway 95

Land for these parks may be acquired through park dedication as land is
developed. The Township will explore opportunities for land purchase or
land donation as well. The Township will pursue all available means to
acquire land within the identified search areas as the areas become
available.

A major consideration when acquiring or developing a park is cost and
facilities. The Park Board has prepared a tentative plan that would match
future land acquisitions with park improvements. The purpose of the
program is to begin to address the types of facilities needed in the Township
and the potential locations for those facilities.
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Land Costs Equipment/ Facilities
Townshi Land
P Total | Cost/Acre | Cost/Par Cost/Facilit Total
Priority Location Acres * k Facilities y Type Cost
Northside/Southside of 8
1a. & 1b. Stonebridge Trail Aires $21,900 $175,200 $175,200
Ball Fields $200,000
Hockey Rink $50,000
Warming
Hoss $50,000
Parking $22,000
Miscellaneous $25,000
TOTAL
FACILITIES $347,000
TOTAL WITH LAND COST $522,200
West Side of Mendel 8
2. Road Heaqse $21,900 $175,200 $175,200
Ball Fields/
Soccer Field $200,000
Volleyball
Court $15,000
Park Shelter $30,000
Children's Play
Eguipment $15,000
Parking $22,000
Miscellaneous $25,000
TOTAL
FACILITIES S0,008
TOTAL WITH LAND COST $482,200
3. Eastside of Highway 95 Ac?es $21,900 $175,200 $175,200
Tennis Court $40,000
Basketball
Coiirt $22,000
Baseball Field $200,000
Parking $22,000
Miscellaneous $25,000
TOTAL
FACILITIES W
TOTAL WITH LAND COST $484,200
West Side of Otchipwe ] $175,200.0
4 Avenue Acres $21,900 $175,200 0
Soccer Field $200,000
Children's Play
Equipment $35,000
Parking $22,000
Miscellaneous $25,000
TOTAL
FACILITIES apsdon
TOTAL WITH LAND COST $457,200
East Side of St. Croix 8 $175,200.0
5. Trail T $21,900 $175,200 0
TOTAL WITH LAND COST $175,200

FIVE PARKS TOTAL LAND COSTS AND IMPROVEMENT COSTS
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b.  Future Trail Needs

Some of the trails can be constructed along roads, with road development or
reconstruction. Others will be off-road, through the Conceptual Greenway
Corridor or through park land. A need for more horse trails and non-
motorized trails is recognized. Flexibility in trail surfaces, widths, buffers,
and shoulders needs to be accommodated within the Trail Specifications for
the Township. Trails surfaces can include bark chip, grass, class 5 gravel, or
pavement.

e Future trail needs include connections between Township trails and the
new Browns Creek State Trail. A safe connection is needed from
Township trails across State Highway 96 to make this connection. The
Township has worked with the City of Stillwater to identify potential
connections to the Brown’s Creek Trail and the City’s trail network.
The Park and Trail map identifies the Township’s recommended
crossings of Highway 36 at Stonebridge Trail and at Manning Avenue.

e The Township also recommends a future bike and pedestrian trail
along State Highway 96, and has included this trail on its map. The
Washington County trail system plan also includes a trail along
Highway 96.
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Implementation

i.  Park Dedication

The Township requires land dedication or a dedicated fee in lieu of
land for parks and open space when land is subdivided. Land
dedication may be required for active parks, trails, open space areas or
greenway corridors. The Township requires cash in lieu of land in
subdivision areas where no park, trail or open space is shown on the
Parks, Trails and Greenway Corridors map. The cash in lieu is used
for purchase of park or open space land or park improvements in areas
identitfied for these purposes.

ii.  Trail Development

The Township has adopted a set of trail standards for paved trails.
These standards however, may be varied to meet the needs for
individual trails,

iii. Action Steps

As part of the Park Plan, the Township will consider the following
actions in implementing the plan:

» Be diligent to actively seek opportunities to acquire one of the
active parks, passive parks and trail connections to meet needs as
the Township’s population grows. The Township’s priorities for
park and trail system development include the following:

1. Additional trails and Highway 96 connections to the
Brown’s Creek Trail shown on the Township’s plan

2. Additional park areas for passive recreation,
including a dog park

3. Additional active parks

e Look for ways to leverage park money with other sources to
acquire and improve parks.

e Link the Township trails to the existing State Trails and proposed
Regional Trails.

e [Extend the trail along Norell where there is a gap by the
pond on the east side of Norell north of 105th Street.

e A trail loop connecting all Township Parks should be
made as development occurs and park dedication funds
are available

e (Create a trail connection west of 105th Street to connect
to either 103rd Street North or Myeron Road or Norell

e Name all trails or trail segments in the Township and
place historic monuments where appropriate
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Work with the National Park Service to provide
improvements to the Fairy Falls Area

Work with the National Park Service to formalize the
trail from Rivard Road down to the River, north along
the river and back

Expand parking availability along Rivard Road to allow
better access to the trail system
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