
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 

December 9, 2013 – Town Hall – 7:00 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Bonnie Haines, Park Committee Members Michael Ranalla, Lori Meyers, 

Rod Hunter and Jim Doriott.  Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

1.  AGENDA – Moved to adopt the agenda as written. Hunter/Ranalla M/S/P (4 ayes) 

2.  MINUTES – Moved to approve the September 9, 2013 and the October 21, 2013 meeting 

minutes as written. Meyers/Haines M/S/P (4 ayes) 

Members discussed briefly the possibility of donating the old playground equipment to an 

organization such as “Kids around the World.”  Committee Chair Bonnie Haines said she would 

also be interested in removing and taking the old equipment if it is not donated. 

Each presenter was given the information to come with a “Theme”, suggested themes were 

barn/farm, treehouse, clubhouse and to have it accessible for toddlers and older kids ages 2-12 

and somehow incorporate uses for these age ranges.  Also, the suggested price range was 

$50,000 - $70,000.  Other discussion pieces were: removal of old equipment, wood chip 

replacement and installation of new equipment where through “Community Build” or the 

company chosen.  Our footprint (measured parameters to work with is 45x96). 

PLAYGROUND STRUCTURE PRESENTATIONS: 

Mr. Johnnie Johnsen with St. Croix Recreation Company, Inc. was present to discuss and make 

his proposal to the Park Committee.  Mr. Johnsen has been in business over 30 years.  He had 

been instrumental with placement of our current wooden structure in 1990.  He works with BCI 

Burke Playground Park & Recreation Equipment.  Their equipment is made from steel, 

composite and is free standing and uses a 5” Nucleus – Direct Bolt clamp system.   He 

presented a 47x53 “Farm” theme with a Barn play structure and is ADA accessible and meets all 

guidelines.  This play structure was geared toward the 5-12 year old age range.  He also 

suggested independent items such as the “spinner” and “climbers.”  He also specifically pointed 

out other components that would be 2-5 year old age range giving examples and suggestions 

from the catalog including farm animals.  Horse, duck, frog and turtle were some. 
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They also offers a supplemental warranty and Mr. Johnsen said units set up 10-15 years ago, 

the plastics coloring have not faded.  As of January 2014 there is no longer sales tax for these 

structures.  This play structure quote came in at $48,392 (including the $8,000 installation).  

There are many catalog options that would complement this unit. 

Grant DesRoches with Flagship Recreation (Landscape Structures) was present to discuss and 

make his proposal to the Park Committee.  Mr. DesRoches proposed Two Play Booster options.  

Option 1 – Tree House geared toward age range 5-12 year olds. Measures: approximately 72x64                                                   

Option 2 – Farm/Barn Theme also geared toward age range 5-12 year olds. Measures: 38x50 

These options are custom and each include independent components such as a climber and a 

spinner.  He also brought in a mini display of those items. 

Each option has 12 play components.  Mr. DesRoches explained several components of play: 

 Play value – “bang for your buck” 

 Capacity (# of children) 

 Innovation 

 Variety – variation of slides and materials 

 Appropriate challenge for age and skill 

 Durability – How long the equipment lasts 

 Added value 

They use NO plastic.  They use steel, permalene and GFRC (Glass Fiber Reinforced Concrete).  

These options have a warranty of 100 years on all steel parts.  It is made with highest quality 

and lasts 2x longer than just 6 years ago.  They use thicker decks and pro-shield paint is 

guaranteed to not fade. 

In addition, Park members were able to view video of the Omni Spin, Starburst Climber, 

Blender, Bridges, Saddle Spinner and an Orbiter.  The units include many steps and multiple 

ways of entry.  They explore movement through exercise, therapeutic, many muscle groups, 

cardio, stretch and balance.  Also, Mr. DesRoches explained how each unit promotes child 

development/social play and stimulates sensory play, proprioceptive cooperative play and 

engages multiple senses. 

Lastly, Mr. DesRoches shared a new product (Zip Line) will be available come January 2014. 
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Each custom option price quote came in at approximately $77,000.  Mr. DesRoches added that 

each option could have an age range 2-5 added and customized.  The quote could easily be 

brought down and adjusted to approximately $56,000 given ways to change roofs and having a 

community build. 

Bill Johnson with Flanagan Sales, Inc. (Little Tikes Commercial) was present to discuss and make 

his proposal to the Park Committee.  Mr. Johnson had a Power Point Presentation to show 

many different views and photos of the Custom NU Edge (Natural Urban) structure which he 

chose to present to combine the Urban/Rural feel to our area.  This play structure measures 

76x62 and is a Treehouse Theme.  It includes a Rock Wall challenge, Beam roofs and a Log Slice 

Climber.  Its unit is consistent with the 2-12 year old age range. It meets ADA 

guidelines/standards.  It has 19 elevated play events and does not require a ramp.  It includes 

5” O.D. Heavy Galvanized Steel upright post, continuous design with slide under arch bridge, 8’ 

swing set with 2 belt & 2 tot seats & Anti wrap hangars, Lola the Snail spring rider, Calvin the 

Caterpillar play structure, a solo/sit down Spinner and a Leaf Roof over 64” Platform.  Optional 

roof changes are available and the 220 C. Yards of Engineered Playground wood fiber – based 

on 9”-12” compacted depth is included in the quote of $74,936. 

Note: All removals, site preparation, resilient surfacing (supply & install), landscaping, etc. are 

by township.  There is No sales tax.  In addition there are other Themes available and many 

offer the same climbing, balance and overhead play as his presented option. 

Mr. Johnson also suggested ways to lower the cost by having a “community build” and changing 

roofs.   These are made in the USA and to eliminate fade these units are epoxy coated then 

power coated.  All platforms are environmentally friendly and generally use larger holes.  Lastly, 

there are surface and border options as well. 

Park Committee Discussion:  There was a lot of information presented and many options.  Each 

committee member will take time to look at each in greater detail and be prepared to discuss 

further at our January 2014 meeting. Deputy Clerk, Barbara Riehle will check with our Liaison 

Jim Hiniker and other Town Board Supervisors to get a better feel for the amount approved for 

spending on this project.  Clerk, Kathy Schmoeckel and Supervisor Jim Hiniker will bring this 

information to Thursday’s Town meeting.  

3.  PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS  

 - Otchipwe Prairie Trail – No Report 

- Curtiss Hills Trail – No Report 
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- Quarry Avenue Trail – The trail was leveled and resurfaced with Class 5.  Waiting for a sign 

that restricts motorized vehicles. 

-Little Carnelian Park – The screen is in at Carnelian and we have to talk about stain or paint. 

-Arcola Heights Park – The monument has been picked out. 

-Otto Berg Park – Basketball Court Coating and Fence mending will be tabled until spring. 

4.  OTHER BUSINESS - None 

5.  TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – No report given. McDonald Property and Palmer Property 

discussion tabled until next meeting. 

6.   NEXT MEETING – January 13, 2014 

7.  ADJOURNMENT – 9:45 p.m. M/S/P Hunter/Meyers (3 ayes) 

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


