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The Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at its June 22 meeting on proposed 
amendments to the Subdivision Ordinance and Zoning Ordinance.  The proposed changes are 
identified in the attached documents with color highlights.  The proposed changes to the Zoning 
Ordinance are shown in “track changes.”  Given the large number of changes to some sections 
of the Subdivision Ordinance, it the sections are highlighted in yellow, so the document is easier 
to read. 
 
The ordinance amendments are proposed so that the Township can accept authority for land 
use and zoning decisions as Washington County reduces its role in zoning, which is proposed 
to occur by September 1, 2016.  The County will continue to have joint authority for land use 
and zoning issues with the Townships in Shoreland areas, floodplain areas, the St. Croix River 
District, and for mining uses. 
 
The significant changes proposed to the ordinances include the following: 

1. Subdivision Ordinance  
a. Deleted references to County processes and decisions where needed 
b. Added reference to County processes and decisions that will continue in 

Shoreland areas and St. Croix River District 
c. Revised the Design and Engineering sections to incorporate the Township’s 

design standards and requirements based on its new Stormwater and Erosion 
Control ordinance and Engineering Standards 
 

2. Zoning Ordinance 
a. Revisions to the definitions section for new uses (solar, kennels), and to take out 

definitions that are out-of-date or no longer needed 
b. Deleted references to County processes, governing bodies, and decisions where 

needed throughout the ordinance to address the changes the County will adopt 
c. Added references to County process and decisions in Shoreland areas and St 

Croix River District (for example, in sections on variances, CUP’s, IUP’s) 
d. Took out the County’s zoning districts that don’t exist in the Township—

Transition District (eliminated with annexation of Transition areas to Stillwater) 
and Conservancy District and updated the Uses section to take those districts out 
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e. Changed the name of the Agriculture District from A-4 to AG.  (Washington 
County has several Agriculture Districts; the Township has one, so the A-4 title 
has been confusing to applicants.) 

f. Revised the sections on Stormwater and Erosion to incorporate the Township’s 
new Stormwater and Erosion Control Ordinance into the sections on Land 
Alteration and Grading 

g. Updated the ordinance to include Private and Commercial Kennel requirements 
and the new Solar use 

h. Updated the Wireless Communication standards to include the most recent 
amendments approved by the Township 

i. Remove Multifamily Residential use, since it is not permitted in the Township 
j. Updated the Street Design standards to reflect the Township’s standards instead 

of the County standards. 
 
Please review the changed sections for the discussion on June 22. 


