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The Planning Commission will meet on February 1 to discuss the items it proposes to work on in 
2018. 
 
I. The Commission included several ordinance items in the draft 2040 Comp Plan for 

discussion.  These could be completed any time in the next few years: 
 

 Some work items identified in the Comp Plan that could become work items for the PC in 
2018 are: 
 
1. A study of the Township’s Open Space Development (cluster) ordinance to look 
at options for easement holders and the density and performance standards for OSD’s.   

 
Since the Commission discussed this item several months ago, the following 
have occurred: 
 

 Minnesota Land Trust had decided to severely restrict its activity in 
holding & monitoring easements, but based on requests from landowners 
and communities, it has revised its decision.  It will continue to hold and 
monitor easements when the areas dedicated as open space are 
designed and managed to provide significant wildlife habitat or ecological 
benefits. The Land Trust will require that developers work with them early 
in the design of the OSD to make sure that the open space addressees 
their standards. 
 

 Washington County has decided that it may hold and monitor easements 
for open space areas that meet the natural resource goals of its Legacy 
Program.  They are currently working on easements for an OSD in May. 

 
 Baytown Township amended its Zoning Ordinance to permit the addition 

of the concept of “Third Party right of enforcement” in its OSD Ordinance.  
This would allow the Township or another organization to enforce the 



Stillwater Township Planning Commission Page 2 February 1, 2018 

Stillwater Township 

 

requirements of the easement if the open space is owned by the 
Homeowner’s Association or another entity,    

 
The Commission may discuss whether it wants to review the Open Space 
Development section of the Zoning Ordinance, and issues that could be 
addressed.  The current ordinance is located in Chapter 3, Part 3, Section 4.0 of 
the Zoning Ordinance. 
 

2. A potential study of the lighting standards to see if they are consistent with rural 
character.  The Township’s current  lighting standards are similar to those of most other 
Townships in Washington County, and require that fixtures be downcast and shielded.  I 
The concerns about light levels came up in the discussion of the Middleton request and 
were concerns about the lighting of the Crosswinds Church parking lot.   
 
The current Lighting standards are located in Chapter 2, Part 3, Section 1.8 of the 
Zoning Ordiniance. 

 
3. Review the ordinance to consider additional provisions to support agriculture, like 
small farms and CSA’s.  The Zoning Ordinance currently permits a variety of agricultural 
uses, including seasonal agriculture, horse-training facilities, livestock, etc.  The 
Township no longer charges fees for the administrative permits required for seasonal 
agricultural businesses, and the ordinance includes flexibility for accessory structures 
and height standards for agricultural buildings. 
 

 
II. Comprehensive Plan adoption and Zoning  Map and Ordinance Updates 
 
The review of the Township’s 2040 Draft Comprehensive Plan is proceeding at the Metropolitan 
Council.  The Brown’s Creek Watershed District and Carnelian-Marine-St. Croix Watershed 
District recently approved the Township’s Local Water Management Plan chapter in the Comp 
Plan, which must occur before the Metro Council approves the plan.  Metro Council approval of 
the plan is likely by March or April. 
 
After the Council approves the plan, the Town Board will act to adopt the plan.  It must adopt the 
zoning map included in the plan and any updates needed to the Zoning Ordinance to comply 
with the plan within 90 days of adoption.   The Township adopted its current Zoning Ordinance 
in 2016, and no updates are needed to conform with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 
Commission members may also suggest other work items for 2018 at the meeting on February 
1.  The Commission should provide its recommendations to the Town Board. 


