STILLWATER TOWNSHIP

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

ORDINANCENO. [573

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING OPEN BURNING

THE TOWN BOARD OF STILLWATER TOWNSHIP ORDAINS:

Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate open burning
within the township, to protect the public health, safety, and
welfare, and to provide for a permitted process for burning.

Adoption of state law by reference. Minn. Stat. §§ 88.16 to
88.17 and 88.171, as they may be amended from time to time, are
adopted by reference and made a part of this article as set out in

Definitions. For the purposes of this ordinance, the following
definitions shall apply, except where the context clearly indicates a
different meaning.

Brush disposal fire means a fire set with approved started
fuel using any dry, clean wood, produce minimal smoke,
odor, or soot beyond the property line; conducted with an
adult tending the fire site at all times; extinguished
completely before leaving the site; and respecting weather
conditions, neighbors, burning bans, and air quality so that
nuisance, health or safety hazards will not be created. An
adequate water supply for fire suppression purposes must
be provided. Only materials generated on the site may be
burned. Burning materials brought onto the property from
other sites is prohibited.

Designated fire official means the fire chief, fire marshal,
deputy fire chief, or other designee who provides fire
protection or public safety services to the township.

Fire department training means a fire used for the purposes
of fire training or practice drills for the fire department, and
to give firefights instructions in approved methods of
firefighting and fire prevention.

Open burning means the burning of any matter if the
resulting combustion products are emifted directly into the
atmosphere without passing through a stack, duct or
chimney. Open burning includes recreational fires, brush
fires, and fires for fire department training purposes.



Mobile cooking devices such as charcoal grills, wood
smokers, and propane or natural gas devices are not
considered open burning devices.

Recreational fire means a fire set with an approved starter
fuel no more than three feet in height and diameter; using
dry, clean wood; producing little detectable smoke, odor or
soot beyond the property line; conducted with an adult
tending the fire at all times; for recreational, ceremonial, or
social food preparation; extinguished completely before
quitting the occasion; and respecting weather conditions,
neighbors, burning bans, and air quality requirements so
that nuisance, health and safety hazards will not be created.
Recreational fire cites shall not be located any closer than
50 feed to any structure or 25 feet from any property line.
No more than one recreational fire is allowed on any
property at one time. An adequate water supply for fire
suppression purposes must be provided.

Starter fuels means dry, untreated, unpainted kindling,
branches or cardboard, or charcoal fire starter. Paraffin
candles and alcohols are permitted as starter fuels and as
aids to ignition only. Propane gas torches or other clean
gas buming devices causing minimal pollution may be used
to start an open burn.

‘egetative material means dry leaves, dry grass clippings,
twigs, branches, tree limbs, untreated or unpainted wood
that contains no glues or resins, or other similar materials.
Paper and cardboard are not considered vegetative
materials.

Wood means dry, clean fuels, such as twigs, branches,
limbs, manufactured fireplace logs, charcoal, cord wood, or
untreated dimensional lumber. The term “wood” does not
include wood that is green, with leaves or needles, rotten,
wet, oil soaked, or treated with paint, glue or preservatives.

Section 4. Prohibited burnings.

(a)

No person shall conduct, cause or permit opening burning
of refuse, leaves or grass clippings, oils, petro fuels, rubber,
plastics, chemically treated materials, or other materials
which produce excessive or noxious smoke, such as tires,
railroad ties, treated, painted or glued wood, composition
shingles, tar paper, insulation, composition board,



sheetrock, wiring, paint or paint filters, discarded materials
resulting from the handling, processing, storage,
preparation, serving or composition of food, any structures
not part of a fire training exercise, and recreational fires
conducted outside of permitted hours.

(b)  Open burning prohibited except by permit. No person shall
start or allow any open burning on any property in the
township without first having obtained an open burning
permit. A permit is not required for:

{1) A recreational fire conducted only between
permitted hours; or

(2) The proper use of mobile cooking devices.

Section 5. Burning ban or air quality alert. No recreational fire or open
fire will be permitted when the township staff, police chief, a
designated fire official or DNR has officially declared a burning
ban due to potential hazardous fire conditions or when MPCA has
declared an air quality alert.

Section 6. Penalties. Violation of any provision of this ordinance shall be a
misdemeanor. Any person violating the terms of this ordinance
shall pay all costs incurred by the township, the fire department,
and any adjoining property owners as a result of the violation,
including but not limited to costs relating to fire department
response, fire suppression costs, property damage, personal injury
and administrative fees. Any costs incurred by the township in
responding to a violation of this ordinance, if not paid within six
months of the violation, shall constitute a lien on the property.

ADOPTED by the Town Board of Stillwater Township this | ;\‘ = dayof
camber , 2013 |
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