
ORDINANCE NO. / / 

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ANNUAL 
INSPECTIONS FOR OAK WILT DISEASE 

THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF STILLWATER TOWNSHIP ORDAIN: 

SECTION 1. Declaration of Policy.  The Town Board has determined that the 
health of the oak trees within the Township are threatened by a fatal disease known as 
oak wilt disease. It has further been determined that the loss of oak trees growing upon 
private and public property would substantially depreciate the value of property within 
the Town and impair the safety, good order, general welfare and convenience of the 
public. It is declared to be the intention of the Town Board to control and prevent the 
spread of this disease and this Ordinance is enacted for that purpose. 

SECTION 2. Appointment of a Tree Inspector.  The Town Board shall 
designate a Tree Inspector or Tree Inspectors, certified by the Minnesota Commissioner 
of Agriculture, who shall administer the oak wilt disease control programs for the Town 
in accordance with this Ordinance. The Tree Inspector shall have the authority to identify 
and mark diseased trees and infectious material removed from diseased trees and to 
determine if a diseased tree poses a threat of overland transmission to other trees. 

SECTION 3. Nuisances Declared.  The following are declared to be public 
nuisances whenever and wherever they may be found within the Town: 

A. Any living or standing tree or part thereof in the red oak group (including, but 
not limited to northern red oak, northern pin oak, scarlet oak, black oak) infected 
to any degree with the oak wilt disease fungus, Certaocystis fagacearum (Bretz) 
Hunt that poses a threat of overland transmission of the oak wilt disease fungus to 
other oak trees. 

B. Any living or standing tree in the white oak group (white oak, bur oak, bicolor 
oak) or red oak group (including, but not limited to northern red oak, northern pin 
oak, scarlet oak, black oak) that poses a threat of root graft transmission of the oak 
wilt disease fungus to other oak trees through interconnected root systems. 

C. Any dead or dying oak trees with bark intact or any part thereof or any oak 
wood including branches greater than two inches in diameter at the largest end, or 
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any logs, stumps, or firewood with bard intact that poses a threat of overland 
transmission of the oak wilt disease fungus to other oak trees. 

SECTION 4. Annual Inspections. 

A. Authorization. The Tree Inspector shall inspect all premises and places within 
the Town as many times as practical or necessary to determine whether any condition 
described in Section 3 exists. 

B. Entry on Private Premises. The Tree Inspector so designated by the Town 
Board may enter upon private premises at any reasonable time for the purpose of carrying 
out the duties assigned to him or her under this Ordinance. Before making any 
inspection, notice shall be given to all affected residents and property owners either 
through an individual oral or written notice, or by publishing said notice in a local 
newspaper. 

C. Diagnosis and Designation. The Tree Inspector shall, upon finding indications 
of oak wilt disease, take such steps for diagnosis as may be appropriate, including 
analysis of twig samples from actively wilting branches by the Depai 	tiiient of 
Agriculture's disease diagnosis laboratory, or other laboratories capable of performing 
such services approved by the Minnesota Commissioner of Agriculture. Whenever 
possible, diagnosis shall be based upon accepted field symptoms. The Tree Inspector 
shall mark all diseased trees. 

E. Reports. The Tree Inspector shall prepare the Township's reports to the 
Department of Agriculture and any other state agency reports as may be required by 
statute or by the Shade Tree Disease Control provision of Minnesota Rules Chapter 1505. 

SECTION 5. Interference Prohibited.  It is unlawful for any person to prevent, 
delay or interfere with the Town Tree Inspector or his or her agents while they are 
engaged in the performance of duties imposed by this Ordinance. 

SECTION 6. Procedure for Abatement and Removal. 

A. Procedures. Whenever it is found with reasonable certainty that a tree or any 
part thereof has oak wilt disease, the Tree Inspector shall proceed as follows: If the Tree 
Inspector finds that there is potential for infection of other oak trees, he/she shall notify 
the owner of the property on which the nuisance is found by certified mail, addressed to 
said owner at his or her last known address. If the Tree Inspector finds that the 
infestation is likely to spread to trees on abutting property, he may also give notice to 
those abutting property owners. If the nuisance is on park land or other public land, the 
Town shall conduct abatement procedures. 
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B. Educational Materials. The Town will provide educational information to 
property owners concerning measures for the removal of any tree which may contribute 
to the spread of oak wilt disease, approved methods of treatment of diseased trees and 
prevention of oak wilt disease, and the availability of any public funds to assist property 
owners in the prevention of oak wilt. 

SECTION 7. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective following its 
passage and publication. 

ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of Stillwater Township this 	?  day 
L 	, 1999. 

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP 

BY: 
Its Chairper3n 

AT TE 

iJ 
Pat Bantli, Clerk 
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