
Fire Safety Tips 

The Stillwater Fire Department is proud and honored to provide fire service to the residents of Stillwater 

Township. Fire safety is everyone’s responsibility and there are a number of actions individual residents 

can take to help make themselves and their community fire safe. Below are several safety tips and 

corresponding internet links to help you stay fire safe. 

Smoke Detectors: 

Make sure you have working smoke detectors and you test them monthly. A smoke detector should be 

placed on every level of you home and one in every sleeping area. Make sure you change your batteries 

twice a year. A good rule of thumb is “Change your Clock, Change your Battery”; this campaign has been 

in place for a number of years and is a good practice. Smoke detectors over 10 years old should be 

replaced. Click here for additional information: https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/document-

library/Documents/Fire%20Code%20Information%20Sheets/SmokeAlarmsResidentialReqInfoSheet.pdf 

CO Detectors: 

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is labeled as the silent killer. You cannot see, taste or smell CO so it is important 

to have a working CO monitor in your home. All combustion appliances give off CO, this includes gas 

fired furnaces, water heaters, vehicles, generators, and gas fired ovens and stoves. Minnesota State 

Statute 299F.50 requires CO detectors in all residences and requires one (1) CO alarm be installed within 

ten (10) feet of each room lawfully used for sleeping purposes. Click here for additional information: 

https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/sfm/document-

library/Documents/Fire%20Code%20Information%20Sheets/2007COalarminfosheet.pdf 

Home Address Visibility: 

“We can’t help you if we can’t find you.”  A visible address is one of the most important pieces of 

information a resident can display for emergency responders. Address numbers should be at least four ( 

4) inches in height and clearly visible from both directions. This is very important because responders 

may be approaching from both directions and need to be able to clearly and quickly identify your 

location. Many homes in the township have long driveways and it is very important responders can find 

you. Minutes matter. 

Fire Apparatus Access 

Fire apparatus are large. It is critical that home owners maintain their driveway width and overhead 

height clear from branches or other items that may impede emergency vehicles from accessing your 

property. It is important to look overhead and make sure that low hanging branches are cleared and 

gates and access points are at least twelve (12) feet wide to ensure adequate room for fire apparatus to 

enter. If you have questions or would like the Fire Department to inspect your driveway please contact 

Deputy Chief Tom Ballis at 651.351.4951 to arrange a visit. 
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Wildfire 

Living in a more rural portion of the County, wildfire is an ever present danger. Residents can do their 

part to help minimize the danger of uncontrolled wildfire by following these safety practices. 

Clear and maintain a minimum of 30 feet from around structures on your property. Make sure gutters 

are clean and contain no dead leaves, pine needles or easily ignitable items on your roof. Please click the 

link to learn more about wildfire safety and how to protect you and your home: 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/firewise/livingwithfire/index.html  

Thank you again for entrusting the Stillwater Fire Department with protecting Stillwater Township. The 

Stillwater Fire Department is available to answer any fire related questions you may have so please do 

not hesitate to contact us.  

You may reach us at: 

Stuart W. Glaser     Tom Ballis 

Fire Chief      Deputy Fire Chief 

sglaser@ci.stillwater.mn.us     tballis@ci.stillwater.mn.us 

651.351.4970      651.351.4951 
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