I11. Public Facilities

A. TRANSPORTATION

1. Roadways

The Township’s roadway network includes a state highway, county roads, and local
roads. One of the Township's most important responsibilities is providing and
maintaining its roads and rights-of-way.

Over half of the Township’s annual budget is allocated for roads and road
maintenance. Washington County owns and maintains several of the roads in the
Township, and the Township works closely with the County on road improvements
and maintenance. The Town Board also cooperates with the County and State of
Minnesota on issues related to controlling speeds and improving safety.

a. Roadway Classifications

The map below shows the classifications of the major roadways in the Township. The
roadways that are not included in these classifications are local roads. Roadway
classifications describe the use of roadways and determine design features, such as
access, number of lanes, widths, etc. Roadway classifications in the Township are:

Principal Arterial — State Highway 36 — Principal arterials include interstate highways
and other expressways. The emphasis of arterials is on providing mobility rather than
access to individual parcels of land. Principal arterials connect metro centers and
major commercial concentrations. Highway 36 is a four-lane roadway with turn lanes
at major intersections.

Minor Expanders (a type of A-Minor Arterials) — TH96 and Norell Avenue south of
TH 96 — Expander roadways (a subgroup of Minor Arterials) supplement and connect
principal arterials and provide connections between developing areas or between
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developing areas and areas that will develop in the future. These arterial roadways are
2-lane roadways within the Township.

Minor Connectors and other A-Minor Arterials — TH95. Manning Avenue and Norell
Avenue — Minor Connectors and other A-Minor Arterials provide safe, direct
connections between rural centers and principal arterials. These roadways are 2-lane
roadways within the Township.

Major and Minor Collectors — Stonebridge, Myeron, Otchipwe and Partridge —
Collector roadways connect rural centers, neighborhoods, and a variety of land uses.
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b. Planned Roadway Improvements

State and County

Washington County has a 5-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) that lays
out proposed transportation improvements for the coming years. The
County recently completed several improvements on Manning Avenue
(CSAH) on or near the Township, including the first phase of work to
reconstruct Manning Avenue to a four-lane road with trail, north of
Highway 36 to a half-mile north of County Road 12, completion of a
roundabout at the intersection of Manning Avenue and TH96, and
completion of the Brown’s Creek Trail Crossing over Manning Avenue.
Expansion of Manning Avenue north of County Road 12 may occur in the
future. The County also completed pavement maintenance of Stonebridge
Trail (CSAH 5) in 2016.

No additional County roadway projects are planned within the Township in
Washington County’s current Capital Improvements Plan.

Township

The Transportation System Map at the end of this chapter shows several
"possible" future connecting roads that have been identified by the
Township. The Township will evaluate these potential connections during
any development and subdivision process that includes these potential
connections. Additional connections may be identified as needed through
the development review process. Each subdivision review includes
reviewing adjacent parcels, existing and proposed streets, and evaluating
transportation needs, potential locations and feasibility of potential
connections.

Comprehensive Plan for Asphalt Roads

In 1998, the Township completed a 20-year street overlay study. Each
paved street in the Township was analyzed and scheduled for pavement
overlays. This long range plan is being implemented by the Township and
ensures each road will be overlaid on a regular schedule.

Design Standards

The Township adopted its current Engineering Standards, including
specifications for street and trail construction in 2007

Access Standards

The Township’s Engineering Standards and Subdivision Ordinance
incorporate the Washington County and Stillwater Township access
guidelines.

Stillwater Township Comprehensive Plan Page 63




c. Traffic Counts and Forecasts

For roadways under County and State jurisdiction, Washington County
provided 2005 Annual Average Daily Traffic (ADT) counts and 2030
traffic forecasts to local communities for comprehensive planning purposes.
The maps below show the ADT’s on county roadways in the Township in
2005, and projected ADT’s for 2030. The 2030 forecasts are the most recent
data available from the County.

The County’s forecasts predict that traffic will nearly double on Manning,
Myron, and Norell Avenues (County Roads 15, 61 and 55) between 2005
and 2030. Smaller increases are expected on other roadways in the
Township, including TH 96. Traffic levels are also expected to double on
State Highway 36 between 2005 and 2030.

2005 Average Daily Traffic (ADT) — Roadways in and near Stillwater
Township
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d. Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs)

Transportation Analysis Zones (TAZs) are a planning tool used to
determine how land use relates to the transportation system. The
Township’s population, household, and employment forecasts are allocated

to the TAZs within the Township.

TAZ’s 2314, 2315, 2316, 2317, 2318, and 2319 are fully within the
Township’s boundaries. Small portions of TAZ’s 2355, 2361 and 2362
overlap the Township’s boundaries with the Cities of Stillwater and Lake

Elmo.
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The table below allocates the forecasted population, household, and
employment growth by TAZ for 2020, 2030, and 2040. The totals for the
TAZ’s that are located entirely within the Township match the Metropolitan
Council forecasts. The estimates for the 3 TAZ areas that are located
partially within the Township were estimated based on the numbers of
existing parcels and homes within the Township portions of the TAZ areas
and potential for future subdivision and growth based on the 2040 Land Use
Plan and Township ordinances.

The TAZ forecasts suggest slow growth in populations, households and
employment in most areas of the Township through 2040. Some TAZ areas
will experience a small decline in population after 2030, but the number of
households in the TAZ will remain approximately the same. The TAZ
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forecasts are consistent with the general population and housing forecasts
included in Chapter 1 of this plan.

TAZ Forecasts for Stillwater Township

TAZ Forecast Type 2010 2020 2030 2040
2314
Population 191 210 240 270
Households 72 80 90 100
Employment 11 20 30 30
2315
Population 405 350 420 450
Households 136 140 160 180
Employment 17 20 30 30
2316
Population 482 490 520 550
Households 170 180 200 220
Employment 29 30 30 40
2317
Population 221 210 220 230
Households 81 90 100 100
Employment 19 20 30 30
2318
Population 295 280 300 310
Households | 108 110 130 140
Employment 16 20 20 20
2319
Population 415 430 450 480
Households 163 170 190 210
Employment 79 100 120 120
2355 (partial)
Population 100 120 120 110
Hougeholds 50 50 50 50
Employment
2361 (partial)
Population 200 240 230 230
Households 75 75 75 75
Employment
2362 (partial)
Population 51 60 60 50
Households 30 25 25 25
Employment
Totals
All TAZ
Population 2,364 2,430 2,560 2,680
Households 885 920 1,020 1,100
Ermployment 165 210 240 250
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2. Public Transit

There are no fixed route public transit services or proposed Transitway
investments in the Township through 2040. The Township is outside of the
Metropolitan Transit Taxing District and is in Market Area V, which includes
most of the rural and agricultural communities in the region. Transportation
alternatives available to Township residents include peak period express bus
service with stops in Stillwater and general public dial-a-ride service.

There is one Metropolitan Transit fixed-route, Route 294, operating between
downtown St. Paul and the City of Stillwater. Park and ride lots used for fixed-
route transit service are located on the frontage road of Highway 36 on the west
side of Manning Avenue, and at the St. Croix Valley Recreation Center.

Human Services Inc. (HSI) is a private non-profit organization that provides
transportation services by request to senior citizens and people with disabilities
in Washington County, including the Township.

3. Airports

There are no airports in Stillwater Township. Current Township ordinances
prohibit any structures over 140 feet in height (including communication towers)
and this prohibition will be continued.

The Township must address airspace protection in its Comprehensive Plan and
ordinances to prevent potential hazards to air navigation, including electronic
interference. The Township will implement the regulatory requirements for
notification to the FAA as required by CFR-Part 77, using FAA Form 7460-1
“Notice of Proposed Construction or Alteration” when required.

4. Trails

Trails are an important element of Stillwater Township’s transportation system,
providing walking and biking options as alternatives to driving. The Township’s
proposed Park and Trail system is discussed in this plan, and includes the
Regional Bicycle Transportation Network trails that the Metropolitan Council
has identified, shown on the map below.

The Township’s proposed Parks and Trails map follows the Regional Bicycle
Transportation Network map.
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Regional Bicycle Transportation Network (RBTN)
Stillwater Township, Washington County
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5. Freight

Freight routes within the Township are limited to a Canadian Pacific rail route
along the northern boundary of the Township, and State Highway 36 that borders
a portion of the Township. Land use within the Township along both routes is
currently dominated by rural residential and agricultural uses, and will remain so
through 2040. There are no known issues that restrict freight movements along

the routes near Stillwater Township

Metropolitan Feight System
Stillwater Township, Washington County
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7. Transportation Goals and Policies

The following are the adopted Transportation Goals for Stillwater Township:

Provide a safe, efficient transportation system to complement current and
future lands

Provide for access, mobility, and safety for all transportation users
Provide for multimodal transportation facilities that address the needs of
vehicles, bicyclists and pedestrians

Work with other jurisdictions to plan and implement transportation system
improvements

Plan for long range maintenance of the local roadway and trail system

The Transportation Goals will be implemented though the following Policies:

Consider transportation impacts when making land use decisions
Coordinate road networks and construction with other public services to
minimize costs

Construct streets and trails in accordance with adopted street and trail
specifications

Design and construct transportation facilities to protect the surface waters
and other natural resources of the Township

Management driveway accesses to promote a safe and effective road
network

Assess improvements according to the adopted Township Assessment
Policy

Implement the Township’s 20-year plan for prioritizing road maintenance
Involve local neighborhoods in decision making prior to reconstruction,
widening, paving, or other major road changes

Work with the Metropolitan Council and Washington County to determine
future transit services consistent with the Township’s transit market area.
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