STILLWATER TOWNSHIP

COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE
May 20, 2025, at 7:00PM
REGULAR MEETING

PRESENT: Town Board Supervisor Liaison Anna Buehler, Park Members Vanessa Barvels, and
Coby Sevdy, Member Chair Anne-Marie Hendrickson, Newsletter Editor Kimberly Cole, and
Clerk Barbara Riehle.

1. AGENDA — Moved to adopt the amended agenda to include website administrator addition
and workshops. M/S/P Sevdy/Barvels (4 ayes)

2. MINUTES — Moved to approve the January 21, 2025, meeting minutes as written.
M/S/P Barvels/Sevdy (4 ayes)

3. NEWSLETTER
The following Ideas for the newsletter were discussed:
e Recycle Insert — Newsletter Editor Kimberly Cole noted that the results from the Clean-
Up Day will be a part of the grant reporting process. In addition, there will be something
on the “food scrap program” and a summer theme included.

e (Clean-Up Day — The event was held on Saturday, May 17, 2025, and was a great success.
Thank you to those who helped and participated. Supervisor Riehle brought donuts to
kick off the event. Event coordinator, Kimberly Cole asked for any feedback and
suggestions to be shared for consistent improvement to processes. Currently, Ms. Cole
notes that a pop-up tent, welcome table, and chairs could be included next year.
Results have not been calculated yet but are expected once Maroney’s reports back in
the coming week.

Ms. Cole noted that there were approximately 50 households that participated in the
event, down from the 60+ in previous years. Additionally, noting that signage of the
event may have helped, but unfortunately the signs were not put out. Ms. Cole noted
that if needed, Stillwater Township can apply for additional financial support through
the grant application for various things such as signs, mailings, email, and social media
marketing, etc.

e Social media- Editor Kimberly Cole noted that she posts news at it comes in. Items are
often posted to the website as well. Current news includes the MN Association of
Townships (MAT) Scholarship opportunity, the Garlic Mustard Pull Event, and the
Annual Township Picnic (Sunday, August 17, 2025, from 12pm-3pm) will be highlighted.

e Content Ideas- Various ideas were discussed and will be added to the newsletter as
space allows. i.e., bears, crime.
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4, WEBSITE
The following ideas for the website were discussed:
o Design/Content Issues- Committee members noted some broken links and the need for

updated content to the website. Clerk Riehle has been working though some of the
issues. The committee is tasked with checking the website periodically and reporting
back for implementation.

o Canvas for photos- The Committee would like to receive some new photos to use on the

website. Particularly pics from our beautiful parks and trails. The committee discussed
ways to engage the community and are seeking various photographers to submit
township scenic photos. Clerk Riehle suggested drumming up interest at the township
picnic. Additionally, Clerk Riehle will ask Catalis what the photo size criteria would be
best.

o Website Administrator — Clerk Riehle noted that she is one of the only website

administrators. Ms. Riehle would like to train other individuals to support her in this
task. Supervisor Liaison Buehler will bring this back to the Town Board as further
directions would be helpful. i.e., hired staff or contracts.

5. OTHER BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS

» Recognition — The committee and Supervisor McMahon is requesting input and
volunteers to serve on an “Ad-Hoc” Committee to work through recognition/memorial
policy. Anyone interested should contact Supervisor McMahon.

» Workshops — Clerk Riehle would like to have the communication committee have a
workshop to work through website updates. Supervisor Liaison Buehler will bring this
topic to the Town Board for review to see if it is budgeted appropriately.

» Park Reservations — Clerk Riehle noted that Park Manager Kim Reich is taking park
reservations currently. A new email (ParkReservations1@stillwatertownshipmn.gov) has
been created specifically for park reservations and this change will be reflected in the
newsletter as well as the website.

6. NEXT MEETING — Tuesday, September 16, 2025

7. ADJOURNMENT — The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 PM.
M/S/P Sevdy/Barvels (4 ayes)

Submitted by: Clerk Barbara Riehle
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