
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWH HALL – DECEMBER 3, 2013 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Rick Robbins, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Doug Galler and Troy 
  Schifsky, Supervisors David Johnson, Town Board Liaison Linda Countryman and Planner 
  Sherri Buss. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – TOWNSHP FEE SCHEDULE FOR 2014 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette a public hearing was held to consider an Ordinance 
regulating the Township Fees for 2014 for planning and zoning permits and other Township permits and 
licenses. 
 
Chairperson Rick Robbins opened the public hearing and introduced Sherri Buss who reviewed the Fee 
Schedule and proposed changes from 2013.  There was general discussion of where the increases were 
and the reasons for them.  The public hearing was closed at 7:10 p.m. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – AMENDMENT TO SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE – VARIANCE 
FROM MINIMUM LOT SIZE FOR PARKS – 7:10 P.M. 

 
Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette a public hearing was held to consider a revision to the 
Subdivision Ordinance to permit the Township to be flexible in applying the lot size requirements for 
subdivisions that are created by public agencies for park and open space purposes. 
 
Chairperson Rick Robbins opened the public hearing and introduced Sherri Buss who reviewed this 
proposed changes.  She outlined the issue with the McDonald property which will have a conservation 
easement as part of the County’s Land and Water Legacy Program.  In order to provide access to the 
easement, the County has asked the Township to acquire and manage the public access area.  The 
County would need to subdivide a parcel from the rest of the McDonald property to create this access 
area which would need a variance from the Township’s ordinance due to its size.  The proposed 
ordinance would allow this smaller lot to be subdivided without a variance if the new lot is to be used 
for public purposes. 
 
David Johnson commented that this is a unique opportunity for the community to acquire a piece of 
property at virtually no cost.  This access point would be a walk-in type of opportunity.  The Board does 
not envision this to be a developed type of park. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:20 p.m. 
 

REGULAR MEETING – 7:20 P.M. 
 

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Galler Cutler moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (4 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Galler/Cutler moved to approve the 8/1/13 and the 9/5/13 Stillwater 
Township Planning Commission meeting minutes as written.  (4 ayes) 
 
3. OUTING LODGE – Lee Gohlike, owner of the Outing Lodge was present to discuss some ideas.  
Their business has been dropping since about 2008 and they are looking for more ways to increase their 
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profitability.  He is looking at making “iced” wine from apple cider produced at a Minnesota orchard.  
Ross Phalen was also present to describe the process for making ice wine which they see as a growing 
market.  They would use existing orchards and use a portion of their new event center for the 
fermentation process.  They would like to sell the produce at the lodge and would also like to have 
tastings and tours.  The State requires that they get local approval.   
 
Sherri Buss said that she had discussed this with Dennis O’Donnell, Washington County, and Attorney 
Soren Mattick.  The Outing Lodge would need to amend their PUD to allow for this use to address such 
things as managing waste, traffic, retail sales.  They would also need an off sale liquor license from 
Washington County.   Sherri Buss suggested he check with Dennis O’Donnell to discuss the licensing.  
Sherri Buss added that the City of St. Paul has been working on this issue and they might want to check 
their website to see what they are doing with respect to licensing for brewpubs, microbreweries and 
wineries. 
 
4. TOWNSHJIP FEE SCHEDULE – M/S/P Cutler/Galler moved to recommend to the Town Board 
approval of the 2014 Fee Schedule as proposed.  (4 ayes) 
 
5. AMENDMENT TO SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE – VARIANCE FROM MINIMUM LOT SIZE FOR PARKS 
–M/S/P  Galler/Cutler moved to recommend approval of the proposed ordinance amendment as 
written.  (4 ayes) 
 
6. NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE  - A suggestion for the next newsletter was to have an article to remind 
people to be considerate of their neighbors with roosters or dog barking.  There might also be another 
request for people to get their newsletter electronically. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS – There was none. 
 
8. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Linda Countryman and David Johnson reported on recent 
Town Board activities including detachment, annexation and the former Palmer property issues. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Schifsky/Cutler moved to adjourn the meeting.  (4 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


