
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

December 1, 2011 - Town Hall - 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Lee Busse, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Doug Galler, 

Lynne Murphy and Rick Robins.  Town Board Supervisor Jim Hiniker, Planner Dick 

Thompson and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle. 

 

1.   AGENDA -M/S/P Galler/Murphy moved to adopt the agenda as written. (5 ayes) 

 

2. MINUTES - M/S/P Galler/Robbins moved to approve the October 6, 2011 

 Stillwater Township Planning Commission meeting minutes as written. (5 ayes) 

 

3. ACCESSORY STRUCTURES- There has been some complaints from 

 neighbors regarding properties in the Township having numerous small accessory 

 structures.  Specifically the number of structures, there location relevant to 

 property lines and the condition of the structures. The Planning Commission has 

 been asked to provide some recommendations to help prevent future problems.   
 

 The issues were discussed and the following comments and suggestions were 

 made: 
 

  Is this a Township wide problem?  Or one or two recent complaints? 

  Is it ruining water? Air? A Pollution problem? Noise?  Could this be someone’s 

 opinion or personal visual taste? 

  We don’t want to get carried away.  Storage versus Non-storage in some ways 

 cannot  be treated the same.  What about a lean-to, garden sheds and animal 

 shelters? 

  This then becomes an enforcement issue. 

  We don’t want to have permits for everyone for every structure. 

  The setback requirement is the biggest issue.  We need to know how to enforce.  

 If we need to require a permit.  Change the ordinance or simple state no structure 

 within a setback. 

  We can revise the existing ordinance. 

  What about school bus warming house shelters?  Do we disallow them?  Are they 

 included with the less than 160 sq. ft. regulations? 

  What about grandfathering in?  Our State, County and Township all have setback 

 guidelines for rear, front and side yards that should be enforced. 

  We would enforce by having our inspector Jack Kramer go and measure each 

 structure as necessary.  This takes additional Township staff time and resources. 

  Could we address these issues on a case by case basis? 

 

 

 

 The current ordinance was discussed and from it there was further discussion. 
 

  Identify the problem that needs resolution. 

  The intent is that No building should be allowed within the setback line. 
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  To enforce then, the inspector would send a violation notice. 

  Principle building and Accessory building were defined in the Zoning Ordinance 

 book.  There may be an inconsistency with the ordinance.  The standard setback 

 should be defined.  

   Do we cap or eliminate the 2400 sq. ft. requirement? 

 

M/S/P Cutler/Murphy moved that all structures must meet minimum setback 

requirements with the exception of children’s’ bus shelters. (5 ayes) 

 

Planner Dick Thompson commented that other communities may require that when a new 

structure goes up the old is taken down. 

 

M/S/P Murphy/Cutler moved that the language also include; That all structures shall  be 

counted toward the maximum square footage of structures allowed, except for bus 

shelters, but would not be required to meet the other performance standards in the 

ordinance. (5 ayes) 

 

  

4. WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER - Commissioner Lynne Murphy reported the 

 committee will be meeting after the new year and wanted ideas for articles or 

 awareness.  It was agreed upon to have information available to our community 

 regarding accessory structures and setback ordinance requirements. 

  

5. NEW BUSINESS - There was none. 

    

6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT - Jim Hiniker reported on recent Town 

 Board activities.   

   

7. NEXT MEETING - TBD 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT - M/S/P- Galler/Murphy moved to adjourn (5 ayes). 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 

 

 Submitted by:  Barbara Riehle/Deputy Clerk 


