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Farmers’ Market and Township Picnic were big hits
A new event—the Wednesday 
Farmers’ Market—joined a continuing 
event—the annual Stillwater Township 
Picnic—to brighten the summer in the 
Township this summer.

Rick Jacobson, who organized the 
events, pronounced them both a success 
and was especially pleased with the 
enthusiastic response to the inaugural 
Farmers’ Market.

“It was a big hit,” Jacobson said, 
“especially for the first year.” Each week 

there were seven to 12 vendors, whose 
wares changed with the season.

Township residents were pleased to be 

able to buy fresh produce and other 
items on their way home from work on 

Wednesdays, and vendors were happy 
with the response. 

For next year, Jacobson hopes to attract 
a few more vendors to expand the 
variety of items offered and fill the 
parking lot next to the town hall.

The Township Picnic was also a big 
success, Jacobson said. It drew a good 
crowd on a beautiful Sunday in August.

Organizers arranged for face-painting 
and an inflatable “bounce house” for 

kids. The Stillwater Fire Department 
brought its ladder truck to display. 

The highlight for some of the older 
members of the crowd, Jacobson 
says, was the display of classic tractors 
brought by members of the Township.

For next year, Jacobson hopes to expand 
on the tractor display and perhaps 
arrange for a display of classic cars.

Anyone with suggestions or ideas for 
next year’s picnic or Farmers’ Market 
should call Jacobson at (651) 351-0299 

or any Township board member. Email 
addresses are available on the Township’s 
website.

Stillwater

For the bargain price of zero dollars, the Township had 
buckthorn cleared from the path leading to the beach at Little 
Carnelian Park this summer.

The suggestion for buckthorn removal came during the 
Township’s annual meeting in March from a resident who 
said the entrance to the park was getting hemmed in by the 
invasive species. In searching for a cost-effective solution, the 
Township explored the sentence-to-serve progam.

Ben Andreachi, program coordinator for Washington Coun-
ty’s program, said it is an alternative to jail that is set up to al-
low low-risk offenders to serve a sentence. It is often confused 
with community work service, in which people find work 
themselves to discharge their sentence and work unsupervised. 

Sentence-to-serve is a structured program with structured jobs 
supervised by a crew chief. For each eight-hour day worked, 
one day is deducted from a person’s sentence. Those who par-
ticipate are nonviolent offenders, mainly with DWI offenses, 
Andreachi says. About 2,000 people go through the program 
each year.

The sentence-to-serve program is available only to govern-
mental agencies and it is always free. The Little Carnelian 
project took about two weeks in August and resulted in the 
clearing of a wide swath on both sides of the trail leading to 
the beach, accessible from Penfield Avenue North at 113th 
Street North. Paying for the work probably would have cost 
$12,000, said Township Police Chief Steve Nelson.

Sentence-to-serve workers clear buckthorn from Township park

Stillwater Township Picnic 2009



Township seeking new 
treasurer
Township Treasurer Carol Collins has 
resigned her position to take a fulltime 
job, and the Township is looking for a 
new treasurer.

The treasurer is responsible for the 
financial integrity of the Township. 
Duties include: financial reporting, 
payroll, payables, reconcilements, cash 
management and budgeting.

Preference will be given to candidates 
with a four-year accounting degree and 
municipal experience, preferably CTAS 
experience.

This part-time consulting position 

would allow the 
person to work from 
home. 

Interested candidates should contact 
Carol Collins at carollee1129@
comcast.net or call (651) 340-7600.

Parks committee needs 
new member
The Township’s Parks Committee is 
looking for a new member.

The committee guides the 
maintenance and development of 
Township parks. Committee members 
are compensated for attending 
meetings.

For more information, contact Kathy 
Schmoeckel at (651) 439-6451.

Money-saving ideas 
In this shaky economic climate, the 
Township Board has been working 
to trim spending whenever possible. 
Among the changes, supervisors 
have cancelled the traditional annual 
recognition dinner to thank township 
residents who volunteer to serve on 
various committees.

The board has also canceled meetings 
if there were not enough urgent agenda 
items to warrant a meeting, and it has 
restricted the number of staff members 
who are required to attend meetings.

If you have an idea to save money or 
make the Township’s operations more 
efficient, submit it on the website at 
www.stillwatertownship.com. 

Be safe in your 
neighborhood
Residential burglaries often increase 
in the fall because homes are emptier 
when kids go back to school. 

Watch for any suspicious persons 
or vehicles in your neighborhood 
and report them immediately to the 

Township 
Police Chief 
Steve Nelson 
at (651) 
439-0796 

or to the Washington County Sheriff ’s 
Office at (651) 439-9381.

Try to foil identity theft by picking 
up your mail as soon as possible. If 
you must put outgoing mail in your 
mailbox, make sure to put it out as 
close to the pickup time as possible and 
never leave it in the mailbox overnight.

If you plan to be away for several days 
or more, let Nelson know and he will 
check on your residence while you are 
away.

Fall and winter burning 
permits
Vegetative burning is allowed in the 
fall from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m., but permits 
are necessary. Permits allow residents 
to burn piles of brush, leaves, grass or 
untreated lumber, and can be obtained 
by calling (651) 439-0796. A 24-
hour advance notice for the permit is 
requested, and the fee is $15. Failure 
to get a permit will result in a fine. 
No fee is charged for burning piles of 
buckthorn.

Winter burning allows for 24-hour 

burning if there is at least three inches 
of snow on the ground.

Recreational fires do not require a 
permit and are allowed any time, 
except for rare occasions when the 
DNR imposes a total burning ban.  
Fires must be kept smaller than 
a 3-foot cube to be considered a 
recreational fire. 

Beware wild animals
The township police chief has had 
several reports of a large black bear 
in the Norell Avenue area, and other 
residents have reported having coyotes 
in their yards.

Use caution around wild animals. If 
small wild animals are becoming a 
nuisance on your property, call Steve 
Nelson at (651) 439-0796, and you 
will be able to use a live trap at no 
charge.

Check website for public 
safety alerts, other 
breaking news
Monthly updates and alerts have been 
added to the website, in an attempt to 
keep residents current on Township 
activity and events. Breaking news can 
be found on the home page and regular 
updates from the Township’s Police 
Chief can be found in the “Public 
Safety” section.The township website is 
www.stillwatertownship.com.

Sign up for emailed 
newsletters 

The Township newsletter, which is 
published three times a year, can now 
be delivered by email. This delivery 
method saves the Township money 
and is ecologically preferable to printed 
newsletters.

Go to the website to sign up. Go to 
“Current News and Events” on the 
right side of the page. You’ll find a link 
in that section.

www.stillwatertownship.com
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Efforts to reduce pollution of St. Croix River will  
include the Township
The St. Croix River watershed, which includes large portions 
of Stillwater Township, is the focus of a determined effort to 
reduce pollution of the river.

Earlier this year, the river was designated one of America’s 
most endangered by the Washington, D.C., organization 
American Rivers. The organization pointed to rising 
development in the river’s watershed as a potential source 
of problems. New structures, roads and driveways in 
developments create new pathways for water to run off into 
nearby lakes and rivers. When lawns and agricultural land 
are treated with chemicals such as phosphorous, they have 
a greater chance of finding their way into the waterways in 
developed areas.

Angie Hong, a water resource education specialist with 
Washington County, said the designation helped spur the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to begin projects in the 
watershed designed to revive the health of the river.

For instance, a stream stabilization project took place last year 
in Stillwater Township on Silver Creek, a stream that feeds 
into the St. Croix. Buckthorn lining the banks of the river was 
cut back. Hong explained that when buckthorn is allowed to 
proliferate along a shore, it will shade out groundcover which 
is needed to stabilize the shore and keep dirt from washing 
into the stream.

Now, Hong says, the effort is focused on trying to determine 
where the various sources of phosphorous are coming from 
that affect the river. That study, called a total maximum daily 
load study, will indicate where focused efforts need to happen. 
The study is concentrating on phosphorous, because it is the 
most common catalyst of algae blooms in waterways. 

Besides the scientific study, the project also has an education 
component, Hong says, in an effort to persuade residents and 
developers to do what they can to reduce the migration of 
phosphorous into the river. 

For instance, she and her colleagues will be leading efforts to 
encourage the creation of rain gardens, which are planted in 
low-lying areas and designed to capture excess rainwater and 
soak it into the ground.

Beyond that, Hong says, the agency will be developing 
standards so methods for protecting waterways are clear 
and precise. With that specificity, developers might be more 
open to building rain gardens in a new development rather 
than a stormwater holding pond, which merely slows down 
the runoff. The project will provide education, technical 
assistance and some financial help to encourage residents and 
developers to use new land practices to lessen the impact on 
waterways.

Do you recognize this place?
If you do, you might win a $25 gift certificate toward 
goods purchased at next year’s Stillwater Township  
Farmers’ Market.

Enter our photo contest by visiting www.stillwatertownship.
com and completing the Photo ID form online. A winner will be 
drawn at random from all the correct answers received by Nov. 
20. So don’t delay.

The lucky winner will receive a $25 voucher to be redeemed 
with vendors at the new Stillwater Township Farmers’ Market.  
You may also mail your answer and contact information to 
Stillwater Township Photo ID Contest, 13636 90th Street N., 
Stillwater, MN, 55082.

The winner of the first mystery photo contest was Liberty 
Caroon, who correctly identified the picture in the last 
newsletter as the bridge leading to Fairy Falls.

Beverly Petrie
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Township Board of Supervisors
Linda Countryman  (651) 351-0714
Matt Beane  (612) 590-6949
Jim Hiniker  (651) 351-1867
David Johnson  (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt  (651) 439-6476

Township Clerk
Pat Bantli  (651) 439-9051

Clerk for Parks and  
Planning Commmission
Kathy Schmoeckel  (651) 439-6451

Township Treasurer
Carol Collins (651) 340-7600

Police Chief
Steve Nelson   (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla  (612) 819-8497  

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie   (651) 430-9294

Township meetings are free and open 
to the public. Check the bulletin board 
at the town hall or the website for  
current agenda and meeting  
information.

Township Board of Supervisors 
meets as needed on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of each month at  
7 p.m., except for November and  
December, when meetings are held on 
the second Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as 
needed on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as  
needed on the second Monday of  
the month at 7 p.m.

www.stillwatertownship.com

Burning permits
Steve Nelson
(651) 439-0796

Building inspections
Jack Kramer 
(651) 351-5051

Park reservations
Rick Jacobson
(651) 351-0299

Animal Control
Steve Nelson
(651) 439-0796

Meetings If you need..... Contact us

Stillwater Township
13636 90th St. N.
Stillwater, MN 55082
www.stillwatertownship.com
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