STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
TOWN HALL - NOVEMBER 2, 2017 - 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Chairperson Lois Cutler, Planning Commissioners Doug Galler, Robert Geisen, Troy

Schifsky, Tim Sinclair and Robyn Stoller, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Supervisors Rod
Hunter and Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and Planner Sherri
Buss.

7:00 p.m. — PUBLIC HEARING - 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette, a Public Hearing was held to consider the Stillwater
Township 2040 Comprehensive Plan. Made a part of the record are the names and addresses of the
attendees (13) at the hearing.

Chairperson Lois Cutler opened the public hearing and reviewed the format for the hearing. She
introduced Planner Sherri Buss who gave a Power Point presentation on the new Plan. The items she
discussed included the following:

We are classified as a “Diversified Rural Community”

The same Vision Statement is used in the 2040 Comprehensive Plan as the one used in the 2030
Plan

Growth Forecasts and Demographic Trends show slow growth through 2040 and a decline in
household size

Our land use designation is mostly “Agriculture” with a maximum density of 1 unit per 10 acres.
There are some overlay areas (such as Shoreland or Mining) with different standards

Our land use and infrastructure goals are similar to the last plan

Housing stock is mainly single-family occupied by owners

A new issue with this plan is solar and aggregate issues

Park and Trail Plan which had been worked on by the Planning Commission, the Park Committee
and the City of Stillwater and includes some proposed new trail connections

Transportation chapter indicates growth in traffic on some county roadways

Waste water and water supply — the Township will continue to rely on individual septic systems
and private wells

Local Water Management Plan —the Township will continue to partner with the Watershed
Districts to avoid duplication of efforts

Plan Implementation —a new zoning map and ordinances consistent with the Plan must be
adopted within 9 months of the Plan adoption by the Board

The following questions and comments were made by those present:

Barbara Medinger — She had some issues with editing of the document. Sherri Buss said that
her firm has professional editors that will look at the document before it is finalized. Medinger
— She also mentioned that there should have been longer time for notice than the CodeRed
notice last Monday. Kathy Schmoeckel noted that the notice had been in the Stillwater Gazette
and on the town hall bulletin board prior to the 10 day notice requirement. Robert Geisen
noted that this Public Hearing was not officially scheduled until the last Planning Commission
meeting on October 6. Medinger — She is concerned that the beneficiaries of some of the
Brown’s Creek Watershed projects are not the residents but the engineering firms involved. She
also had issues with light pollution, especially with the lights at the town hall and at the church.
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She pointed out that the military road is a 189 mile route from Point Douglas to the St. Louis
River. She also asked about the detachment area and the St. Croix River Overlay District.

e Ray Hoyt —In order to maintain agriculture, are we going to change to 10 acre lots? Sherri Buss
— With any new subdivision now, the density would be one lot per 10 acres. There are existing
lots in the Township that are less than 10 acres which are legal, non-conforming lots. A cluster
development would allow for smaller lots with a large area set aside. Hoyt — He is worried that
we might get re-classified. Buss — Metropolitan Council policies will maintain the current
classification through 2040. They will not permit the Township to have sewer or more dense
housing while the Town is in the Diversified Rural classification. The Town Board has worked
hard to get the Township removed from the Long-Term Sewer Service area plans for post 2040.

e Sarah Stivland — She understands that if we keep the rural diversified classification, then we do
not need to have affordable housing? Buss — Yes, as long as we do not have regional sewer
services that would apply to us.

e Sheila-Marie Untiedt — With respect to notification for this meeting, we now have access to the
CodeRed system which is new.

e Alan Robbins-Fenger — He complimented the Planning Commission, the Town Board and the
Planner on a great job, especially as this document fits our goals and policies and vision
statement. He believes the future is bright for Stillwater Township.

e Susan Rockwood — She also liked the goals. She is anxious that our ordinances are in place to
support that. Is there wording in the document to support the agricultural climate, particularly
smaller farms and community-supported agriculture? Buss — The Town does support
community supported agriculture and has waived the fee for seasonal agriculture permits and
CSA’s. Temporary housing is allowed for agriculture workers as well as for people giving care.
Rockwell — Is there any wording relating to accessory structures. Buss — The size of accessory
structures are governed by the size of the parcel. Rockwell — There are a lot of smaller
agriculture entities on parcels smaller than 20 acres. Buss — That is an issue more for the zoning
ordinance. We do allow small greenhouses and would appreciate other ideas after this plan is
adopted. Lots over 20 acres in size can have an unlimited number and area of agricultural
accessory structures, but this does not apply to lots smaller than 20 acres.

e Susan Rockwell —In the Arcola Bluffs areas, what is a “day use” area and what is the idea for
planning more parking for the high bridge area? Buss — The wording with respect to parking is
something that we were asked to add by the National Park Service. The Arcola day-use area is
the area owned by the Park Service. Rockwell —She is worried about the NPS increasing their
presence there and what it means that the High Bridge is listed in the Plan as historic. Does that
mean that the NPS want to develop tourism and activity arreas around it? Buss —We are only
required to provide an inventory of historic sites. Rockwell — She does not feel that the NPS has
been forthcoming about their plans. She would like the NPS to work more openly with the
Township about their long term plans. Buss — We could add a statement that the NPS needs to
consider the impacts with neighbors and work cooperatively to let the Township know about
their plans and address potential impacts. We could ask for a map showing what the “day use”
area is. Tim Sinclair — He read from the NPS letter and noted that the “day use” term also
applies to the Fairy Falls area. Sheila-Marie Untied suggested that the Township contact the
new director of the St. Croix office of the NPS and ask her to attend a Board meeting to talk
about their plans for the Arcola and Fairy Falls Day-Use Areas.

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:00 p.m.
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8:00 p.m. — REGULAR MEETING
1. AGENDA — M/S/P Galler/Sinclair moved to adopt the agenda as amended. (6 ayes)

2. MINUTES — M/S/P Schifsky/Geisen moved to approve the October 5, 2017 Stillwater Township
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes as written. (6 ayes)

3. 2040 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN — There was discussion of the Plan with respect to the comments
from tonight’s Public Hearing. The consensus was to add language regarding the National Park Service
that they 1) should provide information to the Township about their short and long term plans for the
NPS properties in the Township, 2) seek involvement and input from the Township and neighbors with
their plans, and 3) consider the impacts of NPS plans for their sites on the neighborhood and Township,
and be willing to work with the Town to address any potential impacts. Sheila-Marie Untiedt said the
Board will invite the new NPS director to a Board meeting to talk about what their long terms plans are.
We have an expectation that if they do have plans for this area, the Township needs to be involved with
these conversations.

With respect to light pollution, there could be a goal of having stronger language in the ordinance
regarding lighting. The Comprehensive plan can include a goal to review and update the lighting
ordinance based on the concerns noted.

Working with the ordinance to support Agriculture and Community Supported Agriculture could be
another goal in the Plan.

With respect to Watershed District Plans, the time to deal with these would be when their draft plans
come up for comment.

With respect to a Capital Improvement Plan, we will take what the Watershed Districts supply and add it
to the Plan rather than creating a new Township CIP for water-related projects.

M/S/P Galler/Schifsky moved to recommend forwarding the 2040 Comprehensive Plan to the Board
with the additions noted above and to send the documents to the Metropolitan Council. (6 ayes)

4, RESOLUTIONS — There was discussion about recommendations to the Town Board. Sherri Buss
explained that the Township attorney provides more formal documents (for variances, CUP’s, etc.)
which are filed with the County and goes with the property’s deed. The Planning Commission’s
recommendations and Board’s decisions to approve or deny planning applications need to have
adequate, recorded findings that support the decision. The Attorney and the Planner had concerns
about the limited findings for the decision to deny the request for a zoning change for the Ceremonial
Facilities use. They Attorney and Planner have recommended that the Planning Commission and Board
start to use resolutions that document the review process, findings and conditions, rather than the
informal approach that has been used by the Township. Most Townships and cities in the Metro Area
use the resolution as a tool to document that a public hearing was held and what the findings and
conditions were for the decision to approve or deny.

Robert Geisen asked if the Planning Commission can pass resolutions. Sherri Buss responded that the
Commission can pass resolutions to recommend that the Board approve or deny an application; only the
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Board can pass the resolution to approve or deny. That is the format that will be used for resolutions.
Troy Schifsky asked if staff could provide a script for the Planning Commission members to use to make
the resolutions and staff will do that.

5. GTS TRAINING SEMINAR — Robyn Stoller and Robert Geisen had recently attended seminars for
Planning Commissioners. Robyn Stoller reported on the seminar that she had attended and mentioned
that the Planning Commission could be more “proactive” and she suggested that we could made a list of
issues for discussion, such as a review of our ordinances, including Open Space Development, and/or to
look at our permitted uses. She will send some reference documents that she received at the seminar
for distribution to the Planning Commission. Sherri Buss noted that the Town Board would need to
approve a Planning Commission task list or work plan.

Robyn Stoller suggested that the Commission members could start to meet in small groups to work on
issues and bring ideas back to the Commission. Other Commission members expressed discomfort with
this approach and concerns about potential violations of the Open Meeting Law. Sherri Buss will get a
recommendation from the Township’s Attorney on this idea.

6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT — Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities including
a recap of the recent CenturyLink meeting and new trails at Pine Point Park.

7. NEW BUSINESS — Doug Galler announced that he has moved and is resigning from the Planning
Commission with regret.

8. ADJOURNMENT — M/S/P Galler/Schifsky moved to adjourn the meeting. (6 ayes)
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel
Stillwater Township Clerk
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