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Residents will vote on a proposal to change Township
clerk position from elected to appointed

When Township residents arrive at the Town Hall to vote
on Tuesday, Nov. 2, they will find something extra on their
ballots. They will be asked to vote on whether to amend
the Township charter to provide for the appointment of the
Township clerk.

This measure was before residents in the last election and
failed by a slim margin. Board members are resurrecting it
because of their belief that it would make the Township run
more smoothly.

Townships in Minnesota have options on

mayors, they also have hired city administrators who run the
cities on a day-to-day basis. In a Township, that position is
the town clerk. In Stillwater Township, the clerk administers

the Township’s $750,000 annual budget.

Johnson believes that the Township’s elected town board
members are the ones who should be seeking, interviewing
and hiring the best qualified candidate to fill that position.
Being able to hire the town clerk also gives the board the
discretion to fire a clerk who isnt performing well, a move
that is very difficult with an elected clerk.

how to structure their government. Although
Township board members are always elected,

the township clerk and treasurer are elected in
some Townships and appointed in others.

Stillwater Township currently has an elected
clerk and an appointed treasurer, and board

“Shall Option B, providing for the appointment of the
clerk and treasurer by the town board, be adopted for

What voters will see on the ballot:

the government of the town?”

members are putting this measure on the
ballot because they believe that both should be appointed.

Town Board Member David Johnson said that in his nearly
30 years on the board, he has observed that the clerk’s
position has grown in complexity. With the rise in mandates
from federal and state governments and new rules governing
elections, he believes the position of clerk requires specific
credentials and organizational ability.

“In our Township, the position of clerk really operates as a
city administrator,” Johnson says. Although cities have elected

Until now, Johnson says, the township has been very
fortunate to have excellent clerks, but it is time to change the
township charter with an eye to the future. The job, he says, is
likely to get more complex, not less.

Current township clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, who was
appointed by the board earlier this year to finish the term of
retiring clerk Pat Bantli, is running unopposed for a four-year
term. If the measure passes, the board will begin to hire clerks
in four years.

On the ballot

In addition to voting for state officeholders, Congressional
representatives, judges and school board members in the
November election, Township residents will also be voting on
township officials. All of them are running unopposed. They
are:

Town Board

Jim Hiniker, first elected to the board in 2002.

David Johnson, first elected to the board in 1981.
Town Clerk

Kathy Schmoeckel, who was appointed to fill the town clerk
position when former clerk Pat Bantli retired earlier this year.
She has served as deputy clerk since 1989.



Park pavilion
dedicated to Pat
Bantli during annual
picnic

The highlight of the annual
Township Picnic this year was the
dedication of the park pavilion as
the Pat Bantli Park Pavilion. Bantli
is the longtime Township clerk

who recently retired after 37 years
of service to the Township.

Marie Untiedt said she was pleased
with the number of residents

who chose to participate and the
enthusiasm they brought to the
inaugural sale. “The amount of
participation was way beyond what
we anticipated,” she said, “and
people are eager to do it again.”

Residents had the option of setting
up a table to sell items at the Town
Hall or selling items at their home.
The Township provided maps
to shoppers of all participating

Township

n the know -

Untiedt, who sold

A plaque honoring Bantli

was placed on a stone near
the Pavilion, identifying it as the
“Pat Bantli Park Pavilion.”

The picnic drew fewer attendees
this year, but those who attended
stayed longer and were pleased
with the enhancements. There
was an inflatable jumper and
face-painting for the kids and a
demonstration by the Stillwater
Police Department’s Canine Unit.
In addition, the menu of hot dogs
and chips also featured corn-on-
the-cob and novelty ice cream. As
in past years, there was a display of
antique cars and tractors.

The Township Parks Committee
has begun to meet to plan for next
year’s picnic and is considering live
music. Anyone who has suggestions
can contact Rick Jacobson at Rick.
Jacobson@stillwatertownship.com

or call (651) 351-0299.

Township garage sale

a big success
The Township’s first-ever garage

sale attracted many vendors
and even more shoppers. It
was pronounced a success by
organizers.

Township board member Sheila-

items at the Town Hall, said buyers
seemed to appreciate that so many
sellers were concentrated in one
area. “We were a destination sale,”
she said. “Shoppers came here to
make a day of it.”

The Township is tentatively
making plans to sponsor the garage
sale again next year, although the
board has not voted on it yet.
Untiedt said the Township spent
about $200 on the sale this year,
purchasing reusable signs and
placing newspaper and online ads.
She does not anticipate that the
cost will be any higher next year.

Sign up for emailed
newsletters

The Township newsletter, which
is published three times a year,
can now be delivered by email.
This delivery method saves

the Township money and is
ecologically preferable to printed
newsletters.

Safe practices in your
neighborhood

Residential burglaries often
increase in the fall because homes
are emptier when kids go back to
school.

Watch for any suspicious persons
or vehicles in your neighborhood
and report them immediately to
the Township Police Chief Steve
Nelson at (651) 439-0796 or to
the Washington County Sheriff’s
Office at (651) 439-9381.

Try to foil identity theft by picking
up your mail as soon as possible.

If you must put outgoing mail in
your mailbox, make sure to put it
out as close to the pickup time as
possible and never leave it in the
mailbox overnight.

If you plan to be away for several
days or more, let Nelson know and
he will check on your residence
while you are away.

Fall burning rules

Vegetative burning is allowed in
the fall from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m.,
but permits are necessary. Permits
allow residents to burn piles of
brush, leaves, grass or untreated
lumber, and can be obtained by
calling (651) 439-0796. A 24-
hour advance notice for the permit
is requested, and the fee is $15.
Failure to get a permit will result
in a fine. No fee is charged for
burning piles of buckthorn.

Winter burning allows for 24-hour
burning if there is at least three
inches of snow on the ground.

Recreational fires do not require a
permit and are allowed any time,
except for rare occasions when the
DNR imposes a total burning ban.
Fires must be kept smaller than

a 3-foot cube to be considered a
recreational fire.

Please notify the Township police
chief when you plan on having

a recreational fire so you can be
contacted in case of any DNR
alerts, last minute burning bans or

EPA air quality alerts.

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com




Honor someone. Plant a tree in Otto Berg Park

The Township’s Parks Committee has launched a new
program, “Friends of Stillwater Township Parks,” which
allows residents to commemorate an event or person by
donating money to plant trees or erect park amenities such as
benches or picnic tables.

Parks committee member Lori Meyers, who is Parks
Coordinator for Washington County, says the program is
similar to one that has been operating in the county for
some years and has resulted in the planting of numerous
commemorative trees in county parks.

Township residents who would like to create a lasting tribute

much as $400, and are usually purchased through Bailey
Nurseries.

The parks committee has developed a preferred list of 15-20
trees, ones that are native to this climate and are not subject
to known diseases. The committee has also developed a list of
sites where trees could be planted, primarily in the Township’s
main park, Otto Berg Park. “We have a plan in place for
where we want to put more trees,” Meyers says. Ash trees
may be removed from the park, to sidestep problems with the
Emerald Ash Borer, and those areas will need to be replanted.

Although there will be no plaques on the trees designating

to someone, perhaps for

a birthday, anniversary or
memorial, can contact any
parks committee member
to begin the process. The
committee welcomes any
amount of money toward

the occasion of the donation, the committee plans to work
with the donors, perhaps organizing a tree planting ceremony.
And the committee also accepts donations to fund parks
improvements such as benches, picnic tables and even play
areas.

So far, the committee has received one donation, which will
probably fund the planting of a white pine.

the program, but the

donation of a tree would
typically cost at least $150.

More information can be found on the township website.
Brochures are also available at the town hall.

The trees could cost as

If you hear shots, it’s hunting season. These are the township rules

Just about every year, Township Police
Chief Steve Johnson gets complaints
about hunting in Stillwater Township.
So he can just about recite the rules.
The short version is this: Hunting in
Stillwater Township is not allowed,
except on properties at least five acres in
size and with written, dated permission
from the landowner.

There’s more, of course. Even on land
where permission to hunt has been
given, hunters must not discharge
firearms within 500 feet of any building
or structure. Hunters with bows and
arrows must stay at least 200 feet away
from structures.

Target practice is allowed on parcels of
five acres or more, but high-powered
rifles can only be discharged into a
suitable backstop.

There are two parcels of federal land in
the Township, and, generally speaking,
hunting can be done on federal land.
One parcel is the National Park Service
land south of the Arcola High Bridge

off of Arcola Trail. There are more than
20 acres there, and it is often used for
hunting in the fall.

closed to hunting several years ago
because of complaints by those who use

the area for hiking.

The other federal parcel contains Fairy
Falls, and Nelson said that area was

Do you recognize this place?

Enter our photo contest by visiting
wwuw.stillwatertownship.com and
completing the Photo ID form online. A
winner will be drawn at random from all
the correct answers received by Nov. 12.

The winner will receive a $25 voucher
to be redeemed with vendors at next
summer’s Township Farmers” Market.
You may also mail your answer and
contact information to Stillwater
Township Photo ID Contest, 13636
90th Street N., Stillwater, MN, 55082.

The winner of the last mystery

photo contest was Shari Clifford,

who identified the picture in the last
newsletter as the Outing Lodge at Pine
Point.
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Contact us

Township meetings are free and open
to the public. Check the bulletin board
at the town hall or the website for
current agenda and meeting
information.

Township Board of Supervisors
meets as necessary on the second and
fourth Thursdays of each month at

7 p.m., except for November and
December, when meetings are held on

the second Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as
necessary on the first Thursday of each
month at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as
necessary on the second Monday of
the month at 7 p.m.

Burning permits
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796
Building inspections
Jack Kramer

(651) 351-5051

Park reservations

Rick Jacobson
(651) 351-0299

Animal Control
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796

Township Board of Supervisors
Linda Countryman (651) 351-0714
Matt Beane (612) 590-6949

Jim Hiniker (651) 351-1867

David Johnson (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt (651) 439-6476
Township Clerk

Kathy Schmoeckel (651) 439-6451

Clerk for Parks and

Planning Commmission
Barbara Riehle (651) 275-9484

Township Treasurer
Marsha Olson (651) 275-9178

Police Chief
Steve Nelson (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla (612) 819-8497

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie  (651) 430-9294

|Find this information plus email addresses at www.stillwatertownship.com




