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Residents who go to the Town Hall to 
vote on Tuesday, Nov. 7, may wonder 
about a new device sitting near the 
familiar, optical-scan ballot reading 
machine that has been counting 
residents’ ballots since 1998. The new 
machine, called the AutoMARK, allows 
voters with disabilities to mark their 
ballots privately and independently.

The current system, which requires 
voters to pencil in an oval next to the 
candidate of their choice, was a barrier 
for disabled voters who wanted to vote 
secretly and without help.Voters who 
ask to use the AutoMARK will be given 
the usual ballot. It is inserted into the 
AutoMARK, which then provides 
assistance depending on the voter’s 
disability. 

For instance, there is a sip/puff tube 
for voters who are unable to use the 

touchscreen or touchpad. And audio 
help is available through headphones 
for vision-impaired voters. Kevin 
Corbid, director of Washington County 
property records and taxpayer 
services, says voters would respond 
to the audio by pushing one of 
several raised buttons on the 
machine to mark their ballot.

There is a zoom feature on the 
machine that magnifies the writing 
on the ballot for better viewing, a 
feature that would help low-vision 
voters. The machine can also 
accommodate voters who are not 
proficient in English, by allowing 
them to listen to choices recited in 
several languages. However, that feature 
has not yet been programmed.

Once the ballot is marked with the 
AutoMARK, it can then be inserted 

into the ballot reading machine like any 
other ballot.

Corbid said the county purchased 
87 of the machines, one for each 

precinct in the county. Funding for 
the $6,000 machines was provided by 
the federal government. Corbid said 
the AutoMARKs were first used in the 
September primaries when 10 county 
voters used them. 

Residents with disabilities get new machine for voting

Vote!
Tuesday, Nov. 7, from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Stillwater Township Town Hall
Two people are running for two posi-

tions as township supervisor:  
Jim Hiniker and David Johnson

One person is running for the position 
of town clerk: Pat Bantli

Striking stalks of tiny purple flowers poke up out of 
the meadow behind your house. A lovely example of 

a wildflower? No. In this case, it’s purple 
loosestrife, an invasive plant that is 

prohibited in Minnesota under 
a law governing noxious weeds. 
And it’s your responsibility to get 
rid of it.

Loosestrife is on a state 
list of 11 prohibited 
weeds that also includes 
poison ivy, garlic 

mustard, leafy spurge, hemp, field 
bindweed, perennial sowthistle, and four 

other kinds of thistle. According to state 
law, landowners must eradicate or control 

the noxious weeds. (Buckthorn, although 
considered a noxious weed, is not required 

to be eradicated. It is simply illegal to sell, 

transport or propagate it.)

Landowners who do not clear their property of noxious 
weeds could be cited by state inspectors from the 
Department of Agriculture and required to eliminate the 
weeds. 

But doing so voluntarily has benefits. Some weeds, such 
as poison ivy, can be directly harmful to people. Other 
noxious weeds are bullies in the soil, crowding out 
beneficial plants. For instance, a mature loosestrife plant 
has a dense root web of 30 to 50 roots that easily choke 
out surrounding plants. And each plant can produce up 
to 2.7 million seeds a year. Seeds may even lay dormant 
for several years before sprouting.

A current list of noxious weeds can be found on the state 
Agriculture site at www.mda.state.mn.us/appd/weeds/
fsmnwp.html. Photos of the weeds can be found at www.
dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/terrestrialplants/index.html.
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Free buckthorn 
burning permits
The township will be issuing 
free permits for burning 
buckthorn. Permits to burn 
brush normally cost $15 and 
require a 24-hour notice. 
But because the township 
wants to encourage residents 
to eradicate buckthorn, the 
permits will be available for 
free until further notice. 
Summer burning hours are 6 
p.m. to 8 a.m. When the 
 

ground is covered with at least 
3 inches of snow, burning is 
allowed 24 hours a day. Failure 
to obtain a permit could result 
in a fine. Contact Steve Nelson 
at 439-0796 to get a permit. 
Also, notify Nelson if you plan 
a recreational fire (three feet by 
three feet), so he is aware that 
you are not in violation of the 
permit process.

Poor lake water 
quality hurts
Stillwater Township has 
abundant water resources, 
including several local lakes 
and the scenic St. Croix River. 
Clean lakes and rivers increase 
local property values, provide 
recreational opportunities 
and support healthy wildlife 
populations. A recent water 
report card issued by the 
Metropolitan Council, 
however, gave mixed grades 
to the township’s lakes: Little 
Carnelian received an “A”, 
Silver and North Twin Lakes 
received “B” grades, Lake 
Louise received a “D” and 
Loon Lake received an “F”. 

Also, local researchers at the 
St. Croix Watershed Research 
Station have warned that the 
St. Croix River is carrying 
high levels of phosphorus, 
which causes algae growth and 
smelly water.

Who is responsible? The truth 
is that the majority of water 
pollution in Washington 
County is caused by storm 
water runoff from residential 
areas. We all play a role in 
keeping our waterways clean. 
First, limit the amount of 

water leaving your 
property. Redirect 
downspouts from 
the driveway to your 

lawn, plant native flowers 
and grasses, and build a 
rain garden. Second, limit 
the amount of pollution 
leaving your yard. Apply 
fertilizer sparingly (and 
use only fertilizers without 
phosphorous), pick up after 
your pet, and sweep grass 
clippings and leaves out of the 
street.

It might not seem like much, 
but when everyone chips in, 
little changes can have a big 
impact. 

Planning 
commission needs 
new member
The township is looking for a 
resident to join the planning 
commission.

The commission considers 
preliminary land use requests 
in the township and forwards 
them to the town board with 
recommendations. Meetings 
are held at 7 p.m. on the first 
Thursday of the month.

If you are interested in this 
position, please call Board 

Supervisor Sheila-Marie 
Untiedt at 439-6476. 

Beware of scams
Township Police Chief Steve 
Nelson reports that some 
township residents have 
reported credit card scams or 
mail thefts in the past several 
months. He cautions residents 
never to give out a credit card 
number or bank account 
number to anyone over the 
phone. A good policy is to 
refuse to buy or donate by 
telephone unless you initiate 
the call. He advises residents 
never to leave outgoing mail in 
a mailbox for a carrier to pick 
up. Residents should also pick 
up delivered mail promptly. 
Mailboxes are frequent targets 
of identity thieves.

Hunting rules
The National Park Service has 
placed limits on hunting with 
firearms in its parks. Firearms 
are not allowed in Fairy Falls 
Park. The park area on Arcola 
Trail will allow firearms only 
for the regular deer hunting 
season. Bow and arrow 
hunting will still be allowed in 
both parks. Consult the state’s 
hunting regulations for more 
information.

Lost dogs
Dogs must be under control 
at all times and not allowed to 
run free. 

Lost township dogs are 
taken to Hillcrest Animal 
Hospital (484-7211). If 
a dog is impounded, the 
impoundment fee of $60 will 
be added to daily boarding 
fees. If a stray dog is found, 
call Steve Nelson (439-0796). 
The township does not pick 
up stray cats.

I n the know

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com



As of July 1, it’s illegal to dump 
televisions and computer monitors 
in the garbage. There’s a good reason 
for the change: those two items 
represent the largest source of lead 
in our municipal waste. In addition, 
they contain mercury, cadmium and 
PCBs. As all these substances leach 
into the ground, they pose significant 
environmental threats. And the problem 
is not a small one. If all the nonworking 
or “retired” pieces of equipment in 
our homes were dumped in the trash, 
it’s estimated that our landfills and 
incinerators would have to absorb 
nearly a billion pounds of lead, two 
million pounds of cadmium and several 

hundred thousand pounds of mercury.

If the item still works, it could be sold 
or given away. If you want to give 
the item away, try listing it on www.
twincitiesfreemarket.org.

Other give-away options:

•	 Minnesota Computers for 
Schools (651-779-2816) 
accepts newer working 
equipment from businesses.

•	 Courage Center accepts 
working computers and 
televisions. Call (952) 881-
1100 or register online at www.
couragepickup.org.

•	 Epilepsy Foundation accepts 
TVs that are 20 inches or 
smaller. Call (651) 287-2300 or 
register online at www.efmn.org.

Some manufacturers or retailers will 
take back old equipment when new 
items are purchased. Also, Washington 
County maintains a list of recyclers and 
disposal sites at www.co.washington.
mn.us.

To learn more about recycling 
electronics, visit these Internet sites: 
www.svtc.org and  
http://panasonic.co.jp/eco/metec/en/recycle/
television/tour/.

New recycling law protects the environment from lead

When you move to a rural area, it’s 
tempting to fill your new acreage with 
farm animals. But before you buy a 
flock of chickens or a herd of goats, 
check the township ordinances. 

You may keep one “animal unit” for 
each two acres of “grazable land,” but 
only if you have at least five acres to 
begin with. A chart in the ordinances 

translates the term “animal unit” for 
nine types of animals. For instance, a 
horse is one animal unit, while a goat 
is one-tenth of an animal unit. The 
reasoning is that keeping 10 horses 
would have a much greater impact than 
keeping 10 goats.

Also, “grazable land” does not 
necessarily mean the amount of land 

without buildings. Woods and wetlands  
reduce the amount of grazing area.

If you are in doubt, call township 
planner Dick Thompson at  
292-4400, or check the ordinances 
yourself on the township website at 
www.stillwatertownship.com. It’s chapter 
2, part 3, section 2.12.

How many chickens, horses and goats can you have?

I n an age when bridges are built with cranes and cables 
and the brute force of machines, it stands as a quaint 

relic of a time when a couple of stone masons could work 
alone to build a handsome arch across a gentle creek. It is 
the Stone Bridge, a historical icon that is on the National 
Historic Register and is the namesake of the road that cuts 
through Stillwater Township.
According to author Brent Peterson in his book Stillwater, 
The Next Generation, the Stone Bridge was built in 1863 as 
part of a military road that was platted to run from Point 
Douglas in Cottage Grove to Lake Superior. The two masons 
who were asked to build the span over Brown’s Creek were 
Michael Hanly and Frederick Curtis, who dutifully built the 
bridge with a semicircular arch framing the creek beyond it.
But when Hanly and Curtis went to the county board for 
their payment, they were denied because the conditions for 
the building of the bridge “had not been fulfilled.” History 
gives no further explanation.

Today, the bridge is on private property and is subject to 
some erosion around the seam where stone meets soil. For 
this reason, the owner discourages unauthorized sightseers. 
She is visited routinely by Hanly’s and Curtis’s descendants, 
who periodically bring new members of the family to see the 
beautiful bridge their ancestors built—for free. 

A look back in time



Town Board Supervisors
Linda Countryman  351-0714
Jim Doriott  439-8499
Jim Hiniker  351-1867
David Johnson  439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt  439-6476

Town Clerk
Pat Bantli  439-9051

Clerk for Parks and  
Planning Commmission
Kathy Schmoeckel  439-6451

Town Treasurer
Gloria Sell   430-1454

Police Chief
Steve Nelson   439-0796

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie   430-9294

Township meetings are free and open to 
the public. Check the bulletin board at 
the town hall or the website for current 
agenda and meeting information.

Township Board of Supervisors 
meets on the second and fourth Thurs-
days of each month at 7 p.m., except for 
November and December, when it meets 
only on the second Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as 
necessary on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as necessary 
on the second Monday of the month at  
7 p.m.

Find this information plus email addresses at www.stillwatertownship.com

Burning permits
Steve Nelson
 439-0796

Park shelter reservations
Bill Butler 
 439-6268

Building inspections
Jack Kramer 
351-5051

Recycling information
Karen Richtman
351-9162

Animal Control
Steve Nelson
439-0796

Meetings If you need..... Contact us

Stillwater Township
P.O. Box 117
Stillwater, MN 55082
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