
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
TOWN HALL – OCTOBER 6, 2016 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Rick Robbins, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Doug Galler, Kimberly 
  Johnson, Troy Schifsky, Tim Sinclair and Robyn Stoller, Park Committee Members   
  Vanessa Barvels, Bonnie Haines, Lori Meyers, Michael Ranalla and Kelley Schantz,   
  Deputy Clerk Barb Riehle, Park Manager Jackie Garofalo, City of Stillwater Community 
  Director Bill Turnblad, Planner Sherri Buss, Supervisors Linda Countryman and 
  Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Galler/Sinclair moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (7 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Galler/Stoller moved to approve the September 1, 2016 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission Meeting minutes as written.  (6 ayes, Johnson abstain) 
 
3. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – PARKS AND TRAILS CHAPTER – There were introductions of 
the Planning Commission and the Parks and Trails Committee.  Planner Sherri Buss gave a background of 
what is involved with the Comprehensive Plan Update.  Bill Turnblad, City of Stillwater, was also present 
to discuss possible connections of Stillwater Township trails to City trails.  Sherri Buss had checked with 
MNDOT about a possible crossing over Highway 96.  They had provided her with some possible options 
that they would be willing to consider.  Most options would require local funding participation.  The new 
round-about at Highway 96 and Manning Avenue will have some pedestrian features.  The County has in 
its master plan a trail along Highway 96, but Grant has been unwilling to cooperate.  There is also a 
possible federal grant for a connection from Stonebridge to the Brown’s Creek Trail.  There was 
discussion of which alternative would make the most sense.    Connections across TH 96 at Norell  and 
Manning seem to be the most logical.  The Commissions would also like to see a trail along Highway 96 
(but separate from Highway 96) from Norell/Stonebridge at least as far as Neal Avenue.  There is also 
the possibility of a State Legacy Fund grant between City, Township and County.  The route crossing 
should be for both pedestrians and bicycles. 
 
Bill Turnblad noted that is it important for the Township and City to include the proposed trail crossings 
in their Park and Trail plans.  This will help the facilities to apply for future grant funding. 
 
Sherri Buss provided an update from Washington County that the McDonald family has withdrawn the 
proposal for Legacy funds for an open space area on Silver Lake. 
 
The proposed Parks and Trails Chapter of the Comprehensive Plan was reviewed and the following 
comments were made: 

 1. Introduction – The population numbers have been updated. 

 2. Goals and Policies  - These are the same as in the last plan.  It should be made clear that trail 
development will occur as land development comes about and the Township receives park 
dedication funds.    The map shows future trails and connections. 

 3. Existing Parks –  
 Otto Berg Park – Delete the reference to the exercise course and note the new ADA 

accessible facilities on the table. 
 Arcola Heights Park – Add that there is a disc golf course here. 

 4. Existing Trails –This looks okay. 
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 5. Future Park Needs – Update the numbers for the costs for various facilities/equipment.  Move 
the proposed park at Silver Lake to the area north of the lake. 

 Iii Action Steps (page 97) – Indicate that the priorities are 1) Trails; 2) Passive Parks; 3) New 
Active Parks. 

 
Sherri Buss will make the appropriate changes.  The Park Committee will review the plan further and 
bring their thoughts back. 
 
4. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
5. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Sinclair/Schifsky moved to adjourn the meeting.  (7 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 

 


