
 

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – OCTOBER 5, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson  Carole Yoho, Planning Commissioners Lee Busse, Merilyn Cummings, 
  Doug Galler, Lynne Murphy and Rick Robbins, and Planner Nolan Wall. 
 
 
  1. AGENDA – M/S/P Murphy/Galler moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
2.  MINUTES – M/S/P Murphy/Galler moved to approve the August 4, 2011 Stillwater Township Planning 
Commission meeting minutes as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
3.  ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – Planner Nolan Wall reviewed the issues involved in addressing 
accessory buildings on lots without a residence which is not now allowed on lots of 40 acres or less.  He 
explained the options per TKDA’s memorandum dated September 29, 2011.  He reviewed the difference 
between a Certificate of Compliance and an Interim Use Permit.  Attorney Soren Mattick believes the 
conditions in an IUP would be more enforceable than a COC.  The Permitted Use Option was also 
reviewed. 
 
The issues were discussed the following questions and comments were made. 

 What type of animals would be allowed (pigs or turkeys?) and how might people exploit this? 

 How frequently would we get this type of request? 

 Should the owner be required to live close enough to be able to supervise the livestock? 

 Does there need to be a time frame for the residence to be built?  Should the plan for the 
primary structure be required as part of the application? 

 What if something happens to the person who has the structure – move, death, etc? 

 Planner Wall is not aware that this has been tried in other areas. 

 What is the benefit to the community? 

 Can there be a time limit on the COC or IUP? 

 What would be an acceptable lot size? 

 How much would this cost for the Township? – planner review, public hearing, etc. 

 Could part of the ordinance be a requirement that the owner must live in the Township? 

 Can we create an ordinance that would apply to only this situation?  Can a parcel have water 
and electricity without a residence? 

 
M/S [motion withdrawn] Robbins/Busse moved to leave the existing ordinance as it is since we cannot 
justify the cost and effort to change it. 
 
M/S/P Robbins/Busse moved that the ordinance as written is strong and does what it needs to do.  (6 
ayes) 
 
4.  LEADERSHIP TRAINING – GTS will conduct a session on leadership on January 9, 2011 with a box lunch 
at 5:30 and the session from 6:00 to 9:00.  Planning Commissioners are strongly encouraged to attend. 
 
5.  WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER – Lynne Murphy reported that the next newsletter will be out soon.  There 
were no suggestions for articles. 
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6.  NEW BUSINESS – There was none. 
 
7.  TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Jim Hiniker reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
8.  ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Galler/Busse moved to adjourn the meeting.  (6 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by:   Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 
 


