
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 
September 14, 2015 – Otto Berg Park/Town Hall – 7:00 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Park Committee Members Rod Hunter, Vanessa Barvels, Kelley Shantz, Lori Meyers 

and Bonnie Haines.  Town Board Supervisor Liaison Linda Countryman and Deputy Clerk 

Barbara Riehle. 

TOUR OF REVIEW –On Location 

Park Committee members met at Otto Berg Park to discuss maintenance issues needed in our 
park.  The following areas were discussed. 

 Valley Green will be asked to spray weeds on the baseball field in the early spring before 
the season begins.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will check with the St. Croix Valley 
Athletic Association (SCVAA) to get some new Agricultural lime spread on the field as 
well. 

 The backstop is in need of repair.  Committee member Bonnie Haines will check with 
Community member Jim Doriott to see if he would be interested in doing the repair.  
Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will follow up only as needed. 

 Jackie Garofalo will be asked to rake the chips into the divots under the swings at the 
playground. 

 To gain handicap access from the parking lot to the playground, committee members 
discussed the possibility of having gravel instead of concrete to keep the cost low.  Class 
Five is not a viable option but crushed concrete was an ideal alternative.  This is a fairly 
inexpensive option.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will look into this and will contact 
Raleigh’s. 

 The biffy surround in the lower lot is leaning on one side.  Park members will have Park 
Manager Jackie Garofalo repair by using a 4x4 piece and secure to pole.  Once mounted 
it should be stained the color of the surround. 

 The biffy also has weathered and seems to be in need of a new roof.  Park Member 
Bonnie Haines will contact Airfresh. 

 Bolt on the picnic table replaced. 

 Swallow nest in the pavilion is down.  Due to health hazards, we will not allow nests in 
the pavilion.  Painted metal pieces should be installed over the holes that birds use to 
build nests to deter them.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will take care of this. 

 Paint striping in the parking lots and town hall are complete.  Jackie Garofalo will follow 
up on Handicap signage. 

 A few branches near the playground came down after the last storm.  Raleigh’s removed 
them promptly. 

 Fall clean up needs to be done on the pavilion by pressure washing the interior and acid 
washing the cement.  In addition, the Pat Bantli Pavilion is in need of repair.  Committee 
members noted there was rust along the upper edges and could benefit from touch up. 
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Also, the top is corroded on all four corners.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will be asked 
to review this and respond with bids for repair. 

 Park Manager will order NO DOGS signage as needed to mount on back of backstop.  
The sign posted near the north side of the playground should be moved to the sidewalk 
location up from the lower parking lot. 

 Committee member Rod Hunter will take down the volleyball net the first weekend in 
October. 

 The cracked tree on the North side of the Town Hall has been removed.  The stump 
removal will follow.  BJ Haines will come back and remove the stump.  There is a fence 
in the middle of the stump and needs special removal. 

 There are several trees that need removal and/or trimming at the park.  Park Manager 
Jackie Garofalo will get bids.  The committee would like to be proactive and remove Ash 
trees methodically. 

 
Little Carnelian  

 Portable restroom enclosure repairs are complete and look good. The surround will be 
stained a neutral brown. 

 To prevent future damage from a vehicle the committee suggests a barrier/retaining 
wall be built with timbers to protect the surround.  Member Lori Meyers will look 
further into this. 

 The private property signs in the water should be removed.  Once removed they will 
need to be reinstalled.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will contact Raleigh’s as a bobcat 
or another piece of equipment will need to be used for removal. 

 Member Vanessa Barvels reported that there is lots of buckthorn on the trail. 
 
Arcola Heights 

 Assistant Park Manager Kelley Shantz reported that he has been doing the tree trimming 
as needed and has accumulated a brush pile.  Police Chief Steve Nelson has issued him a 
burn permit. 

 The locks have been welded by resident Jim Doriott. 

 The “arrow” sign between target 7 and 8 is in need of repair.  Kelley will take care of it. 

 Garbage – He has seen some along the road instead of containers.  He is making every 
effort to do his walk thru to keep the park tidy. 

 
Township Trails 

 Park Manager Jackie Garofalo reported via email that the trails look good despite 
several severe storms. 

 Raleigh’s trimmed Quarry Avenue Trail, Otchipwe Prairie Trail, Curtiss Hills Trail and 
104th/105th trails. 

 Valley Green does weed control bi-annually in the spring and the fall.  They came out 
but didn’t treat because the trails were recently dragged by Raleigh’s. 
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McDonald Property 

 A new agreement was recently signed.  Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will check with our 

Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel to find out the best process to get in touch with the property 

owner and view the grounds. 

REGULAR MEETING 

1.  AGENDA – M/S/P Hunter/Shantz moved to adopt the agenda as written. (5 ayes) 

2.  MINUTES – M/S/P Hunter/Shantz moved to approve the 07/13/15 meeting minutes as 

written. (5 ayes) 

3.  OTHER/NEW BUSINESS  

 There was a recent donation made to the “Friends of Stillwater Township Parks” for $30, 
Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will acknowledge by sending a letter. 

 Picnic Recap - The event was held Sunday, August 16th from 12-3pm.  The committee 
discussed the following: 

 Expenses -Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will get a breakdown of reported 
expenses from our Treasurer Marsha Olson and present the information at the 
October meeting. 

 Music – A local high school duo performed. 
 Sheriff’s K9/Fire Dept. –Deputy Keith Land & Murphy and the Stillwater Fire 

Dept. both came and interacted with the community.  Police Chief Steve Nelson 
will be asked to send them a “Thank you”. 

 Entertainment – We did not have a face painter this year, but committee 
members would like to have one for next year. The National Park Service and the 
Boom Site will be contacted for next year as well. 

 Grill/Corn Cooker – Town Board Supervisor Dave Johnson loaned his equipment 
for the event. 

  Banners –Park Manager Jackie Garofalo put up the banners early. 
 Attendance – Better attended with new faces.  Several Town Board officials also 

attended. Also, 3 hour time frame was better. 
 Food – Hot dogs, buns from Brines, Axdahl’s corn, ice cream.  Next year request 

for “real butter” not margarine as it does not melt properly.  Possibly look into a 
cheaper way to purchase chips thru a vendor vs. Cub Foods.  Request for more 
juice boxes and flavored water instead of pop. 

 Newsletter Editor – As of 9/10/15 Town Board meeting, Megan Meyers has been 
selected as our new editor.  Jackie Garofalo is our Recycling Coordinator. 

 
Commercial Use/Insurance –The Park Committee will review the document sent from the 
League of MN Cities and Townships representative Joanna Williams at the October meeting and 
will devise a plan of action. 
Stillwater Trails Plan – The Park committee will be asked to review this at the October meeting. 
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Park Admin Expense Graph – Review at a future meeting.  
4.  TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Linda Countryman reported.   

5. PARK MANAGER REPORT –Park Manager Jackie Garofalo’s included in the “Tour of Review” 

reporting.   

6.   NEXT MEETING - October 19, 2015 (Note: October 12th – Columbus Day Observance) 
 
7.  ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Meyers/Barvels moved to adjourn the meeting. (5 ayes) 

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 


