
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 

September 9, 2013 – Town Hall – 7:00 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Michael Ranalla, Park Committee Members Bonnie Haines, Kelley 

Shantz, Lori Meyers, Rod Hunter and Rick Jacobson.  Town Board Supervisor Jim Hiniker and 

Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

1.  AGENDA – Moved to adopt the agenda as written. Meyers/Jacobson M/S/P (5 ayes) 

2.  MINUTES – Moved to approve the August 5, 2013 meeting minutes. Meyers/Shantz M/S/P 

(5 ayes) 

(Rod Hunter arrives) 

3.  NEW BUSINESS – Eagle Scout Matthew Beane was present to discuss his project with the 

committee.  He will be building portable toilet enclosures for two of our parks, Arcola Heights 

and Little Carnelian.  The enclosures will be constructed with treated lumber and will have 4x4 

posts.  They will also be 9-10 feet tall to accommodate an ADA toilet.  They will be three sided. 

There were suggestions by park committee members that the toilets be moved to a different 

location within discussed parameters.  At Little Carnelian it was suggested to be moved to the 

other side of the parking lot where the terrain is naturally sloped.  The Town Board will be 

asked to include a load of class five in the project costs. Mr. Beane was also asked to consider 

some sort of drainage to control run off.  By having it moved to its new location there would 

need to have a base built up so that it does not intrude into the parking area of the park.  The 

committee also suggested the posts be concreted in.    

At Arcola Heights Park the toilet will also be moved to the other side of the driveway.  Still 

visible from the road but will be turned slightly at an angle to have the opening of the toilet 

facing the park.  Elevation will be looked at. 

Mr. Beane will meet with the Town Board members at their next meeting to get final approval 

to begin.  He has already received his approval from his Troop District.  The Park Manager, Rick 

Jacobson and Town Board Liaison Jim Hiniker will arrange a time to meet at the park and stake 

out the location.  He plans to have the project completed by mid-October.    
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MISC – Park members noted that Federal rule states that if you have a bathroom facility at a 

park it needs to comply with ADA rules. 

Park members also suggested they look at making the park more handicap/stroller accessible.  

4.  PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS  

 - Otchipwe Prairie Trail - 

Park Member Michael Ranalla reported that the weeds were bad.  They were cut but he was 

not certain whether they sprayed or not.  The trail overall was rough this year. 

- Curtiss Hills Trail –  

Park Member Rod Hunter reported that the weeds were bad on this trail as well.  He suggested 

taking a look next spring and be proactive. 

 - Quarry Avenue Trail – 

Town Board Liaison Jim Hiniker reported that the class five was approved.  Park Member Jim 

Doriott was working on this project and will be asked for an update. 

-Little Carnelian Park –  

Town Board Liaison Jim Hiniker reported that the park has been heavily attended and there 

have been reports of the Sheriff having to issue tickets and fines.  The noise ordinance and the 

“no dog” policy are being enforced.  Also it was suggested to have the beach raked to remove 

sticks and other sharp objects. 

-Arcola Heights Park – 

Assistant Park Manager & Member Kelley Shantz reported that the park is very busy.  There has 

been quite a bit of litter.  He seems to be cleaning up the usual containers.  There has been a 

group that comes after dark.  If this continues police will be asked to patrol.   

-Otto Berg Park – 

Park Manager & Member Rick Jacobson reported that vandalism continues to be a problem at 

the park.  People continue to snap tree branches.  Recently he learned that the portable toilets 

have been dumped leaving the toilet company to clean up and replace the container.  Member 

Lori Meyers suggested we have them bolted/staked in like they do in the county parks.  She 

also noted that she has driven by the park after a previous meeting and saw individuals parked 
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to shine their vehicle lights on the volleyball courts.  She suggested we look into getting a few 

more boulders to deter this from continuing.  

Park members discussed park hours and determined the following:  An ordinance was adopted 

in 2004 stating that all public parks and picnic areas located within the limits of the Town of 

Stillwater shall be open for the use of the general public between the hours of 6:00 am and 

10:00 pm, unless other hours are posted at any park or picnic area at the direction of the Town 

Board.  The committee would like to see the parks close one-half hour after sunset.  The 

committee is directed to contact Police Chief Steve Nelson for clarification on enforcing this. 

5.  OTHER BUSINESS 

PICNIC – There were some discs from the disc golf give-away remaining.  They will be stored in 

the town hall for next year. 

Members felt that a dry-erase board/easel listing event/activity times would be very helpful in 

publicizing the picnic schedule.  This information should also be publicized on the website for 

the community. 

Members reported that by 1:30pm they were out of food.  Members felt this was partially due 

to the increase of band followers and a lower food budget.  The committee would like to go 

back to the original budget. 

Is interest in the picnic fading?  A couple of members reported that there were new faces at the 

event but that some of the regular attendees were not present. 

The Recycled Art Project was good.  The Kite Society was booked this year, we will watch and 

try to get for next year.  The S.W.A.T. team, Canine Unit and the Fire Department were present.  

Members thought maybe they didn’t need to come every year and perhaps a variety would 

spark interest. 

The band tent on the trailer needs to be adjusted next year to shelter better from the sun. 

BUDGET – Treasurer Marsha Olson will be contacted for final money spent with a break down 

on the event.  From that information the committee members will review and request a budget 

for the 2014 picnic. 

6.  TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Jim Hiniker was present to give a report. 

     COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE LIAISON REPORT – Park Member Liaison Lori Meyers and 

Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle were present to give a report.   
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7.  NEXT MEETING – Due to the Columbus Day holiday the next meeting is tentatively 

scheduled for Monday, October 21, 2013 at 7:00 PM. 

8.  ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Jacobson/Hunter (6 ayes) 

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


