
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE  
September 11, 2023, 7:00 P.M. – Town Hall  

REGULAR MEETING  
 
PRESENT:  Committee Members Vanessa Barvels (Chair), Lauren Hill and Coby Sevdy, Park 

Manager Kimberly Reich, Assistant Park Manager Josh Riehle, Maintenance Manager Rick 

Jacobson, Board Supervisor James Riehle, and Deputy Clerk Jennifer Maes.  

1.  AGENDA – Approval of the Agenda M/S/P Sevdy/Hill (3 ayes).   
 

2.  MINUTES – Approval of the minutes from August 21, 2023. M/S/P Hill/Sevdy (3 ayes).  

3.  PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS:   
  

Little Carnelian Park 
 
Legacy Grant  
CM Hill shared that she went back to both Landbridge Ecological and MNL to ask if 

overhead costs were factored into the bids.  They both responded yes. 

CM Hill further inquired of Patrick Kelly of Landbridge Ecological whether he could 

rework his bid to under $50,000.00 He removed the critical period cut of buckthorn, the 

yearly garlic mustard visit and the removal of the three Cedar trees at the entrance.  He 

reduced the post-seeding establishment mowing of the savanna from three to one, the 

hazard tree removal from seven to four, and the emergent live plants from 54 to 36.  

There is no line item for watering, which he could do for $1,285.00 per event.  That 

would likely add up to an extra $5,140.00 If the Committee were to go that route, they 

could skip the hazard tree removal altogether.  PM Reich mentioned that we could still 

use Sentenced to Serve or Volunteer efforts to remove buckthorn and garlic mustard or 

water.   

CM Hill shared the Committee’s concern about prescribed burning.  Mr. Kelly responded 

that if the trees weren’t burned in the winter, they would have to instead be cut and 

hauled away, which would increase costs.  If the savanna area was not first burned to 

expose the soil, it would be difficult to introduce new seed, likely requiring more labor 

and time in the long run, again, increasing cost. CM Hill requested more information 

about exactly how a prescribed burn would work, specifically from a safety standpoint.  

She is awaiting his reply.  CM Bavel mentioned that a prescribed burn was successfully 

completed at a property near her own recently, and in her professional experience, she 

would advocate the prescribed burn. 
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CM Hill provided the revised quote from Landbridge and an updated spreadsheet 

comparing the three bids. After some discussion, the Committee voted to pursue the 

Landbridge proposal.   

The committee understands that in addition to Landbridge, there will be costs for 

administration ($1,250.00) and project management ($2,500.00), as well as the required 

match from the Township ($5,000.00).  CM Hill and PM Reich will contact Tara Kelly 

from Washington County Conservation District to define roles as PM Reich would be 

interested in providing project management.  CM Hill will work to finalize expected costs 

over the next few days and report to Supervisor Riehle prior to the September 14 Board 

meeting.  The Committee has already missed the September opportunity and would like 

to be able to apply for the grant in November.  M/S/P Hill/Sevdy (3 ayes). 

 
Otto Berg Park/Town Hall Grounds  
 
Equipment Storage Building Ready to Fill 
MM Rick Jacobson provided an initial list of tools needed for Hall and Parks 
Maintenance.  The Committee discussed a few additional needs.  CM Barvels offered to 
donate a corn cooker. The Committee voted to budget $2,500.00 for tools. M/S/P 
Barvels/Sevdy (3 ayes). 
 
Dumpster at Upper Lot and Other Concrete Work 
Rivard Concrete has not yet poured the concrete.  PM Reich expressed frustration with 
his unresponsiveness.  The Committee agreed that PM Reich should contact the other 
bidders and confirm price and availability.  DC Maes will double check whether the 
previously approved spending would be sufficient. 
 
Pavilion Painting 
PM Reich confirmed that the Pavilion would be painted on Monday, September 18 or 
Tuesday, September 19 in case of weather.  DC Maes has closed the Pavilion from the 
18th through the 20th to allow for drying. 
 
Overgrown Pollinator Garden 
MM Jacobson has mowed the patch and contacted Miller for black dirt and 
hydroseeding.  He has requested that Valley Green add that area to their mowing 
schedule. DC Maes questioned whether the price of Valley Green’s service would 
increase.  She will confer with Treasurer Olson to clarify. 
 
 
Water at Otto Berg Park 
In general, the water is turned on each April 15 and turned off each October 15, 
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however, depending on weather and Pavilion rentals those dates are elastic. Mantyla 
must be contacted to schedule it.  MM Jacobson will be the responsible party to ensure 
Mantyla is contacted as appropriate twice annually.  
 
Porta Potty Pumping Schedule 
The porta potty nearest the playground was extra full on the morning of the picnic.  DC 
Maes made a note to contact Air Fresh two weeks prior to next year’s event.  PM Reich 
will contact Air Fresh to firm up the pumping schedule and schedule the removal of the 
porta potty from Arcola Heights and Little Carnelian over the winter.  
 
Arcola Heights 
 
Tee Boxes 
See above under “Dumpster at Upper Lot and Other Concrete Work”. 
 
Disc Golf Hole Signs 
PM Reich will complete the installation of the signs after the Township procures the 
necessary tool from the list provided by MM Jacobson. 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS  
 

5.   NEW BUSINESS 
 

6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Riehle reported.  
            
7. NEXT MEETING – Tuesday, October 10, 2023, 7:00 P.M., Regular Meeting Town Hall 
   
8. ADJOURNMENT – Meeting adjourned 8:10 P.M. M/S/P Hill/Barvels (3 ayes). 
 
Submitted by: Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Maes 


