
 
 
 

STILLWATER TOWN BOARD MEETING 
September 8, 2011                               Town Hall                                 7:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT:   Chairperson David Johnson, Supervisors Jim Hiniker, Linda Countryman, 

Sheila-Marie Untiedt and Matt Beane, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Attorney 
Soren Mattick, Engineer Paul Pearson, Planner Nolan Wall, Treasurer Marsha 
Olson, Building Inspector Jack Kramer, Park Manager Rick Jacobson and 
Chief of Police Steve Nelson. 

 
    
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Johnson/Beane moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  (5 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Untiedt/Beane moved to approve the August 11, 2011 Stillwater 
Town Board Meeting minutes as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
3. BUILDING INSPECTOR – Building Inspector Jack Kramer was present to introduce 
Jim Matewful, electrical inspector.  Mr. Matewful reviewed his experience in the field and 
expects the change to be seamless since they follow the state and national code 
requirements. He reviewed the proposed fee schedule and provided the forms he will 
use.  Attorney Soren Mattick explained that an agreement will need to be developed 
between him and the Township. 
 
4. TREASURER – 

a. Report given. 
b. Checks and Claims – The following checks and claims were approved for 

payment. 
 
Claim No. Vendor Amount 
41637  Brines Market $   279.52 
41638  Richard Jacobson      383.50 
41639  Jack Kramer   6,453.74 
41640  MFRA   4,178.10 
41641  Kathleen Nelson        62.53 
41642  Stephen Nelson      785.00 
41643  On Site Sanitation      277.86 
41644  MJ Raleigh Trucking Inc.   4,692.25 
41645  Michael Ranalla      286.21 
41646  St. Croix Recreation Co Inc      726.75 
41647  Valley Green Lawn and Landscape    1,542.60 
41648  Xcel Energy        73.74 
41649  Hillcrest Animal Hospital      173.55 
41650  Kathryn Schmoeckel        62.20 
41651  League of Minnesota Cities    2,199.00 
41652  CenturyLink      101.15 
41653  PERA      259.24 
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41654  Minnesota Department of Revenue        13.67 
41655  Internal Revenue Service      471.97 
   Beane, Matthew R      379.74 
   Nelson, Kathleen M      304.42 
   Nelson, Stephen W   1,113.33 
   Olson, Marsha Ann      370.02 
   Ranalla, Sr., Robert P      254.74 
   Schmoeckel, Kathryn G      681.17 
 

 
5. ATTORNEY – 

a. Procedures outside of meetings – There was discussion of how to handle routine 
utility permits that can be delegated to staff.   
M/S/P Johnson/Hiniker moved that our adopted procedure for dealing with 
administratively reviewed utility permits is that they would be handled by staff 
with notification to the Board. (5 ayes) 

 
6.  PLANNER – 

a. Langer Administrative Deviation – The Langers have 4.93 acres and have been 
granted an administrative deviation to meet the requirements of 5 acres. 

b. Comprehensive Plan Updates – Resolution – Metropolitan Council requires a 
resolution to adopt the amendment to the Stillwater Township Comprehensive 
Plan. 
M/S/P Countryman/Untiedt moved to adopt the resolution.  (5 ayes) 

c. Wick Variance Amendment – The Wicks were granted a variance to erect an 
accessory structure prior to their residence with the provision that the home be 
built by August 2011.  The home has not yet been completed, but it is close. 
Engineer Paul Pearson reviewed some exterior items that still need to be 
addressed.  Treasurer Marsha Olson reported that their escrow is up to date.  All 
the permits that are required have been granted.  There was discussion as to 
whether Mr. Wick has stayed at the house and he said there has been incidental 
“camping” from time to time.  The Wicks complimented our staff on the work they 
have done for them.   
M/S/P Untiedt/Beane moved to extend the Wick Variance for an additional year.  
(5 ayes) 

d. Xiong Accessory Structure – Planner Nolan Wall reviewed some options to deal 
with Dr. Xiong’s temporary structures per his memorandum dated September 1, 
2011.  Attorney Soren Mattick suggested another option might be an Interim Use 
Permit for an accessory structure related to an agricultural use.  The Planner will 
develop some language to be discussed at a public hearing at the next Planning 
Commission meeting. 

e. Browns Creek Watershed Update – Nolan Wall reviewed the Browns Creek 
report.  David Johnson and Sheila-Marie Untiedt will attend the upcoming meeting.  
Engineer Paul Pearson will write a letter giving his opinion on the Oak Hill ponding 
issue. 

 
7. CHIEF OF POLICE – 
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a. Report given.  There were 6 burning permits, none for buckthorn.  One dog was 

impounded which was claimed and the fee paid. 
b. Code Red – Chief of Police Steve Nelson attended the first Code Red training 

session.  He reviewed how the system would work.  
c. 105th Street Barricade – Steve Nelson had notified the residents of Stonebridge 

South of the proposed barricade and he reviewed the feedback he received.  Most 
were pleased that they had been notified and had the opportunity to respond.  
Some people thought the proposed barricade looked too commercial.  Linda Kluey 
was present and feels this is industrial looking and she would like us to consider 
an alternative design that would be friendlier to a residential area, such as a 
berm.  Jeff Siewert was also present and was concerned that this would not allow 
him access to the back of his property.  Kate Nieman agreed that this would be 
too bold and reflective and was also concerned that this is not a good use of 
resources.  Paul Pearson explained his review of this situation.  The signage 
follows the State guidelines.  Safety and enforceability are key components.  The 
intent is that vehicles cannot drive through this area.  Berming may cause safety 
issues at nighttime.  The consensus was to try a small berm with two reflectors 
and a “Entry Prohibited” sign as a start and see if that solves the problem.  Jeff 
Siewert will build the berm with material that is there and Linda Kluey offered to 
plant prairie grass from seed obtained from the Washington Conservation District. 

 
8. CURTISS HILLS TRAIL – Elaine Kannas was present with a “No Motorized Vehicles 
Allowed” sign that had fallen from the trail.  She would like to see it replaced along with 
others where needed.  Steve Nelson suggested posts at the trial entrance might be used 
to keep motorized traffic out, but Raleigh needs to have access to maintain the trail.  
Elaine Kannas would like to see some flags or reflective material attached to the signs to 
draw attention to them.  Maintenance people will review to see what is needed.  Paul 
Pearson will check with a metal detector to see if there is any part of the sign still in the 
ground which should be removed. 
 
9. ENGINEER – 

a. Arvig Enterprises Permit – They are proposing to install fiber optic cable along 
Stonebridge Trail from Otchipwe to Patridge.  Paul Pearson will check where this 
will serve and what benefit this will be to the Township.  The permit has been 
issued. 

b. Century Link Permit – They have applied for fiber optic cable to be underground 
along Stonebridge from Otchipwe to Patridge. 
M/S/P Hiniker/Untiedt moved approval of the permit.  (5 ayes) 

c. Xcel Permit on Stonebridge – They are proposing to add a third phase to the 
existing two phase line. 
M/S/P Countryman/Hiniker moved approval of the application.  (5 ayes) 

d. Xcel Permit for Arcola Court – This would run on the south side of Arcola. 
M/S/P Hiniker/Untiedt moved approval of the application.  (5 ayes) 

e. Salvaged Street Signs – The available signs will be advertised on the web site 
and the newsletter for a cost of $10 to be donated to the park fund.  Interested 
people can coordinate with the Clerk to pick up the signs at the town hall. 

f. Xcel Permit on Mayfield Court – This is replacement of gas service to a resident at 
10933 Mayfield Court. 
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M/S/P Hiniker/Countryman moved approval of the application.  (5 ayes) 

g. Update on Arcola Heights Park Driveway – Paul Pearson had met with Jim 
Doriott at Arcola Heights Park to determine the need for a new culvert, to locate a 
more permanent place for the port-a-potty which would allow access for servicing 
and review the material and placement of the driveway. 

 
10. CLERK – 

a. Leadership Training – GTS will be given the go ahead for Monday, January 9th. 
 
11. COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE – They are meeting the third week in September.  
Any items to be included in the next newsletter should be sent to Sheila-Marie Untiedt. 
 
12. GARAGE SALE – We should find someone else to coordinate the garage sale. 
 
13. PARK COMMITTEE – The Park Committee was thanked for their good work in 
organizing the Township Picnic.  More attention should be given next year to notification 
to the community.  There should be a policy regarding compensation to park members 
who work on the picnic.  They should discuss this at their next meeting to get their 
thoughts. 
 
14. PARK MANAGER – Rick Jacobson has trimmed some trees in Otto Berg Park and the 
Clerk should ask Raleigh to remove the brush.  Pat Raleigh reported that some brush 
has been left on the bottom of Pawnee. 
 
15. ARMORY – Linda Countryman discussed the plans from the City of Stillwater. 
 
16. DISC GOLF COURSE – The final numbers for the cost of the course should be 
determined. 
 
17.  STONEHENGE NEIGHBOR – Kurt Erickson, who is on the architectural committee for 
the Stonehenge neighborhood, was concerned about how often Mr. Wick had been 
staying on his property.  He was told to bring any issues to the attention of the 
Township and Steve Nelson and/or Jack Kramer will check into it. 
 
18. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
Clerk______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Chairperson_________________________________ 
 
 
 
Approved___________________________________ 


