STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
TOWN HALL - SEPTEMBER 7, 2006 — 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT:  Chairperson Merilyn Cummings, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Lynne
Murphy and Carole Yoho. Also, Supervisors Linda Countryman, Jim Doriott
and David Johnson, Town Board Liaisons Jim Hiniker and Sheila Marie
Untiedt, Clerk Pat Bantli and Planner Dick Thompson.

PUBLIC HEARING - OUTLING LODGE PUD AMENDMENT - 7:00 P.M.

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette and to surrounding property owners a public hearing
was held to discuss a request from Lee and Carlota Gohlike for comprehensive amendment to the
existing PUD for the property named The Outing Lodge at Pine Point located at 11661 Myeron
Road. Made a part of the record are the names and addresses of attendees (7) at the hearing.

Chairperson Merilyn Cummings opened the public hearing and reviewed the public hearing
notice. Planner Dick Thompson explained that the Outing Lodge has been in existence for about
23 years and is used as an event center and a bed and breakfast. He asked owner Lee Gohlike to
explain their proposal. He had a map where he reviewed the various additions and changes they
are proposing and where they would be located. He expects that the plan will take ten years or
more to complete.

There were the following questions and comments:

e Lois Cutler — Her neighbors did not receive notification of this hearing. What about the fire
code? Gohlike — They seldom have large crowds in the winter.

e Cutler — What you have now is a capacity for 100 people. Gohlike — He did not specifically
ask for more. That will have to be looked at.

e Cutler — Will they have live entertainment? Gohlike — They are thinking of having a
retractable canvas or something over the patio area to take the place of a tent. Generally, they do
not have amplified music outdoors. He recalls only 2 complaints in the past year about noise.

e Cutler — The Township sent them a letter in 2004 because of the noise. What out dj’s?
Gohlike — Normally they have that sort of thing in the basement. He is willing to live within
limits the township may set. They had an event where they had a live orchestra which they got a
complaint about, but the sound was not amplified.

e Cutler — With respect to the on-site sewage system, this is a marshy area. How can they
accommodate more restrooms? Gohlike —They will have to add more restroom facilities. The
last addition to the system was in 1974. It has thousands of gallons of storage. When the
nursing home was active, there was more usage. The system is capable of handling anything
they would be doing. They would be willing to have tests done on the system. Thompson —
They have been in contact with the County and they might want an engineer to look at the
system and approval could be conditioned on that.

e Cutler — In May, they had someone come before the planning commission to ask how the
Township would feel about an event center and we referred them to our vision statement.
Gohlike — They have been in business for 23 years and it has grown slowly. They are looking
now to add improvements to the property. They are trying to be an asset to the community and
listen to anyone’s concerns.
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e Carole Yoho — How do they visualize the event center operating? Gohlike — It will be
similar to the main lodge. There will be no rock concerts. They expect corporate dinners,
weddings and private dinners.

e Yoho — What is the capacity? Gohlike — It is defined by square footage. The building is 40
feet by 35 feet (about 3300 square feet). He thinks it is about 7 square feet per person so they
could have up to around 200 people. Thompson — Do you have 2 floors? Gohlike — Actually
there is only one floor, but there is the possibility of adding a second floor office.

e Lynne Murphy — She liked what he said out making the design fitting in. Have they done
any research? Gobhlike — It was founded before statehood. The first building was built in 1858
and it was a fairly active dairy farm. This lodge was built in 1923.

e Murphy — What are their plans for the interior of the building? For example, will the rooms
be redone? Gohlike — They will maintain the integrity in design in any additions they do.

e Murphy — Is the storage facility on the easement for the Pine Point Trail? Gohlike — The
County has abandoned that trail. Murphy — She is concerned about additional impervious
surface. Gohlike — The County will move the trail onto County property.

e Murphy — What about Building L? Gohlike — They will need to add plumbing and
bathrooms. Murphy — What will the maximum capacity be? Gohlike — It should have been more
specifically pointed out.

e Murphy — Will the addition of a pavilion replace a tent? Gohlike — Our events are fairly
expensive and therefore are fairly civilized and do not get out of hand.

e Cutler — With 205 parking spaces, they could expect over 400 people. Gohlike — The
capacity needs to be looked at. It is conceivable to have 400 at the upper end usage.

e Murphy — What are your priorities? Gohlike — Residence, storage building, he has already
cleaned up a lot of the equipment and hopes to further improve the general appearance, fix up the
lodge (front porch), boiler building and event center. This year they would like to finish the
residence, storage building and boiler building.

e Cutler — Would having an event center of this capacity have an impact on the fire rating for
the Township? Sheila Marie Untiedt — She is guessing that it would affect the Outing Lodge’s
insurance, but not the overall community. Gohlike —They were told their insurance would
actually go down if the heat source is outside of the building. A state inspection is done every
year.

e Thompson — Are you there when events are held? Gohlike — Yes. He does not want to get
complaints from the neighbors.

e Thompson — What are the hours of operation? Cutler — According to the PUD he cannot
serve liquor after 1:00 a.m.

e Carlota Gohlike — The noise complaints that they got were in May. She believes that the
little vegetation on the trees at that time of year may have had something to do with the way the
noise carried.

e Merilyn Cummings — She would like to see the changes that are being considered to the
original building. Gohlike — He will provide elevations of all the buildings.

e Cummings — How would the parking spots be laid out? Gohlike — They would need fill and
culverts. Thompson — A condition of approval could be that his be addressed by Washington
County. Gohlike — They will follow the regulations. He would like to avoid asphalt.

e Cummings — Do they plan to go around the trees by the original facility? Gohlike — They will
not be cutting down anything but brush.
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e Carlota Gohlike — This is a long term plan that may take 20 years. The problem is that to
change the plan takes a lot of work, but everything will not be done within the next year.

e Untiedt — With respect to the group that was here earlier in the year, they were thinking of
also having a retail center.

e David Johnson — With respect to sound, the focus should be more on noise level rather than
what is producing it. Because of the popularity of ipod, etc., some people create their own music
for an event. Also, there is a difference between inside music and outside music.

e Murphy — When we had the ATV discussion, we did discuss decibel levels. Jim Doriott —
Steve Nelson has access to a machine from the County, but measuring sound does get
complicated.

e Gohlike — He does not know if they need special permission to exhibit old cars. Thompson —
They can amend their request.

e Cutler — If you sell apples, are we moving towards a retail operation? Thompson — It could
be moving over toward commercial use than what we are talking out here. PUDs do allow
commercial uses. Gohlike — If selling apples is not allowed, they will not do it.

The public hearing was closed at 8:30 p.m.

No regular meeting was held since a quorum was not present.

Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel
Planning Commission Clerk



