
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 
August 14, 2006                                             Town Hall                                            7:00 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: Chairperson Jean Hamm, Park Committee Members Rod Hunter, Sue Langer, 
  Michael Ranalla and Barbara Riehle.  Also Town Board Liaison Jim Hiniker, 
  Planner Dick Thompson and Police Chief Steve Nelson. 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Langer/Riehle moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Hunter/Ranalla moved to approve the 7/10/06 Stillwater Township 
Park Committee Meeting minutes as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
3. ARCOLA HEIGHTS PARK – Planner Dick Thompson had spoken to Attorney Soren 
Mattick about the possibility of selling Arcola Heights Park and using the money to purchase 
park land elsewhere.  He was told that the land could not be sold if it had been obtained through 
the park dedication process. 
 
There was discussion of looking further into the quality of the prairie and what would be 
involved in improving it.  In the past it had been difficult to keep the prairie up.  This land was 
probably originally a forested area and does not seem to be conducive to a prairie restoration.  
The consensus was to not pursue an active park here at this time since this is not an ideal 
location.  The neighbors would probably not be opposed to a few picnic tables and/or a small 
child’s play area. 
 
4. LITTLE CARNELIAN PARK – There was discussion of the problem of theft from a 
neighboring property owner who had suggested adding some material to the cyclone fence to 
better camouflage his yard.  The consensus was that people would still be able to access his 
property from the lake. 
 
M/S/P Riehle/Hunter moved to recommend not adding the camouflage material to the cyclone 
fence, but to leave the issue to the town board if they wish to pursue it.  (5 ayes) 
 
5. PARK DEDICATION POLICY AND PARK PLANNING – Planner Dick Thompson 
explained the need for a “rational nexus” for park dedication funds.  There was discussion as to 
whether the “Parks and Recreation Plan” which had been done a few years ago was still valid.  
Rod Hunter suggested that as we redo our parks plan, perhaps we should not identify parks at 
such specific locations, but rather more generally locate them in a quadrant.  Jean Hamm 
discussed the issue of how to take the plan to the next stage to actually acquire park land.  There 
have been many demographic changes in the area since the last plan was done. 
 
With respect to the park dedication structure, it was noted that some other communities based 
their fee on fair market value while ours is based on last year’s assessed value.  To make the fee 
on a per lot basis may get outdated with inflated land prices, but a percentage should remain 
more long term.  There was discussion of looking at an average cost per acre in the Township 
rather than the assessed value of a particular parcel.   
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The consensus was to reaffirm the Stillwater Township Parks and Recreation Plan with the 
addition that we would also like to add onto the trail system to make further connections.  Dick 
Thompson will determine the cost of additional trails and improvements to passive parks (Arcola 
Heights). 
 
The park dedication fee can also be used to acquire open spaces or improve wetlands.  This 
should be a consideration in the updating of the comprehensive plan. 
 
6. OPEN SPACE OR PASSIVE PARK AREAS – Rod Hunter had criteria for evaluating 
open space or passive park areas which could be included in the next park plan.  Suggestions for 
further criteria included:  contiguous to corridors, views, ecological study area. 
 
The committee should think about possible suggestions in connection with updating the park 
plan and also think about areas in the Township where these criteria exist.  There will be further 
discussion at the next meeting. 
 
7. PARK AND TRAIL ISSUES 

• Otto Berg Park – Weed should be killed around the volleyball court and it should be 
reseeded.  Otherwise the court is in good shape. 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS – There was none. 
 
9. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT - Jim Hiniker reported on recent town board 
activities. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Hunter/Riehle moved to adjourn the meeting.  (5 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Park  Committee Clerk 
 


