STILLWATER TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 13, 2020 Via Zoom 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Chairperson Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Supervisors Rod Hunter, Tim Sinclair,
Bonnie Haines and Mike McMahon, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Planner Evan
Monson, Treasurer Marsha Olson and Chief of Police Steve Nelson

7:00 P.M. - Public Hearing - Bill Wolfe Excavating Variance

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette and to surrounding property owners, a Public
Hearing was held to consider a request from Bill Wolfe Excavating, on behalf of the
property owners, for a variance to install a new septic system on this residential
property located at 9378 Neal Avenue North on North Twin Lake.

Chair Sheila-Marie Untiedt opened the Public Hearing and introduced Planner Evan
Monson who reviewed the application for this variance per his memorandum dated
August 6, 2020. The Washington County Shoreland Management Ordinance requires
minimum setbacks for structures and sewage treatment systems. Given that North
Twin Lake is classified as a “"Natural Environment Lake” within the ordinance, a
minimum setback for sewage treatment systems is 150 feet from the Ordinary High
Water Level ( OHWL). The property owners are replacing the existing system on the
site and are planning to have the tanks approximately 57 feet from the OHWL. This
equates to a requested variance of 93 feet from the minimum setback of 150 feet. The
size of the lot, combined with the location of the existing house and well have limited
where the new septic system can be located.

There were the following questions from the Board:
eSheila-Marie Untiedt - Is this a mound system also? Mike McMahon - The current
system is not a mound system, but the proposed system is.
e Untiedt — The practical difficulties here are not caused by the landowner, but are
caused by the layout of the property.
e Tim Sinclair — This is an upgrade from the original system from the 1960’s.

There were no comments or questions from the public. A letter of support from John
and Kathy Harrington has been entered into the record.

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:15 p.m.

M/S/P Sinclair/Haines moved to approve the variance subject to the following
conditions:
1. The final plans shall be consistent with the application materials and plans
received by the Township on July 17, 2020, and reviewed in the Planner’s report.
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2. The applicant shall obtain the required septic system permit(s) from Washington
County.
3. A riparian buffer shall be installed on the property between the new septic tanks
and the OHWL, so as to mitigate any potential impacts to the shoreland.
4. The applicant shall acquire any other local, county, state, and federal permits
required for this proposed septic system.
5. The applicant shall pay all fees and escrows associated with this application.
(4 ayes, McMahon abstain)

7:15 - Regular Meeting

1. AGENDA - M/S/P Hunter/McMahon moved to adopt the agenda as amended. (5
ayes)

2. MINUTES - M/S/P McMahon/Sinclair moved to approve the July 9, 2020 Stillwater
Town Board Meeting minutes as written. (5 ayes)

3. "ENGINEER -
a. Arcola Trail Erosion — Engineers Larina DeWalt and Paul Pearson and Sheila-
Marie Untiedt had met at the site to discuss possible solutions to erosion issues.
Ms DeWalt has prepared an engineer’s estimate of $5,500.
M/S/P Haines/Sinclair moved to authorize the project at a cost not to exceed
$5,500 to repair the shoulder. (5 ayes)

4, TREASURER

a. Report given.

b. Checks and Claims - Claims and Checks #23262 through #23293 were
approved for payment.

c. Computer - The Treasurer’s computer need updates as the current system is not
compatible with the State’s system.
M/S/P McMahon/Hunter moved to purchase a new laptop for the Treasurer at a
cost not to exceed $500. (5 ayes)

5. CHIEF OF POLICE -

a. Report given. There were 5 burning permits in July. No dogs were impounded.
There have been no bear sightings to report. There were 77 calls in July.

b. Fairy Falls Issues — The parking situation continues to improve. Violators are
being ticketed.

c. Crosswinds Community Church - They had requested permission for an outdoor
wedding, but we have not heard anything further. We assume it has been
cancelled.

d. Trails Signage - A map showing placement of “"No Motorized Vehicles” signs has
been sent to Steve St Clair.

e. Park Pavilion — There have been 9 reservations so far this year. People have
been keeping their groups to less than 25 people.

6. _CARNELIAN-MARINE-ST.CROIX WATERSHED DISTRICT - Mike Isensee was present
to discuss their 10 year management plan update. He reviewed their accomplishments
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for the past 10 years, what they are working on now and their priorities. He invited
comments and questions:

e Untiedt — What are your priorities in Stillwater Township? - Isensee - They are
doing a water analysis study on Little Carnelian Lake. They are also doing a
restoration project on Little Carnelian at a property where rip rap had been
installed. On Loon Lake, a property owner wants to do projects to improve water
quality.

e McMahon - There are a lot of weeds on North Twin Lake. Can a property owner
remove them? Isensee — The DNR controls this. A property owner can remove
weeds.

7. ELECTION REPORT - The Clerk reported on the Primary Election held on August
11, It was very slow with only 187 voters all day. We were able to keep social
distancing. There was a new check-in system which went well.

8. PARK COMMITTEE - Bonnie Haines reported on the recent Committee meeting
where they visited at Curtiss Hills Trail, Arcola Heights Park and Quarry Trail.

9. TOWN CLERK REPLACEMENT PLAN - Town Clerk, Kathy Schmoeckel, will be retiring
at the end of the year. A job description will be developed and posted on the website.

10. CARES ACT GRANT - Washington County has grant funds available for election
expenditures. The consensus was that Stillwater Township had no need for additional
funding.

11. SHRUBS AT THE TOWN HALL - Mike McMahon will be removing the old shrubs.
Replacement will be put in next spring.

12. CENTURTLINK INTERNET SERVICE - More people are working at home and
complaining about the poor internet service in the Township. Sheila-Marie is looking
into possible solutions.

13. REAL ESTATE LISTING EAST OF THE RALEIGH PIT - There is a listing for a property
next to the pit which does not mention the fact that there is a gravel pit next door. The
realtor does not believe that this is material fact.

14. FUTURE MEETINGS - There was discussion of whether to continue to meet virtually
or go back to in person meetings. The consensus was to keep meeting via Zoom for
now and revisit the issue in January.

15. ADJOURNMENT - The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.




Stillwater Town Board Mtg. — 8/13/20 Page 4

Clerk

Chairperson

Approved




