
 

 

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 

August 8, 2011 - Town Hall - 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
PRESENT:   Chairperson Bonnie Haines, Park Committee Members Michael Ranalla, 
Rod Hunter, Lori Meyers and Jim Doriott. Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle, Town Board 
Supervisor Liaison Matt Beane. 

 
1.   AGENDA -M/S/P Ranalla/ Hunter moved to adopt the agenda as written. (4 ayes) 

 
2. MINUTES - M/S/P Meyers/Hunter moved to approve the July 11, 2011 

 Stillwater Township Park Committee meeting minutes as written. (4 ayes) 
 
(Jim Doriott arrived) 
 

3. PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS  
-Otto Berg- 

 Trees - Boy Scout, Chase Johnson from St. Mary’s Troop 125, was present to 
 discuss his Eagle Scout project proposal with the Park Committee members.  His 

 plan would include moving trees - Colorado Blue Spruce trees - from his parents 
 township property to Otto Berg park using a tree spade for those trees larger than 
 six feet and a trailer for the smaller sized trees.  He also explained that wood chips 
 would be spread.  He and his troop would be responsible for watering the new 

 plantings - 1x/wk or as needed, replenish the wood chips as needed, fertilize and 
 prune the trees.   
 The Eagle project is a project set to benefit the community.  It is at No cost to the 
 township unless we chose to sponsor.  The scout is responsible for planning, 

 layout of project and fundraising on their own.  
 Members discussed placement of the trees in the park.  Suggestions were made.  
 Members felt this would be a nice addition to Otto Berg making it more diverse.  
 The Park committee would like to move forward with this and are requesting to 

 the Town Board for final approval. 
  
 Parking posts - Member Rick Jacobson was not present.  This issue is tabled until 
 September.  A suggestion was made for this to be a scout project as well. 
 
 

 
 

      
     - Arcola Heights -   
 Baskets are up, distance measurements have been done, T-markers have been 
 ordered and should be arriving any day and the Rules sign is ready to go.  The 

sign  for the Park will ship this Friday 8/12 - members need to decide where to place it.  
 There was a suggestion to cement it in.   
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 A resident reported one trash can is near the port-a-potty, another in the grassy 
 open space and another on the trail.  

 Plastic  bags are needed for the trash cans.  The toilet still needs a location that is 
 accessible for servicing.  
 There will be mowing and brush clearing this week for the last three holes to 
 make them more playable. 
 

 An Arcola Heights resident voiced some issues about placement of the disc golf 
 holes that go through the prairie and that the trail is already trampled from 

 walking.  A suggestion was made to walk through the park prior to Thursdays 
 town board meeting. Member Jim Doriott mentioned he has been driving around 
 at the park doing the installation with heavy equipment and supplies and tried to 
 stay on the main trail. 
 

 Member Rod Hunter explained that no area in Arcola Heights park is considered 
 prairie even though some remnants still exist of the attempt to establish a prairie    

 there many years ago. The placement of the baskets was made in consideration of 
 the natural areas and the neighbors.   
 

 The Arcola resident said they had contacted an individual from Prairie 
Restoration  and they said in spite of the neglect, the prairie is thriving and could be 
restored to  its prime state. 
 

 Member Bonnie Haines expressed that the prairie and disc golf could co-exist. 
 Bonnie also said that the prairie dies down in the fall and comes back in the 
 spring, and noted that the pine trees growing should be trimmed or removed so 
 that no one gets injured. 
 

 The park committee was contacted regarding “no parking” signs.  A resident is 
 upset and is requesting removal of the signs.  It does not stick to the standard of 

 the “rural” idea.  Members felt that putting up the signs was premature. 
 
 
 

 
      - Little Carnelian -  

 A neighbor contacted the park committee for a discussion on screening the Port-a-
 potty and trash can in the park.  Members discussed a plan of action.  The toilet 

 will be removed by November 1
st
 and will be placed back in the park in the 

 spring.  Committee members will review the trash can situation and may opt to 
 move it to another location in the park but will paint any graffiti on the can 
 immediately.   Members talked about having another type of trash containment 

 like those in our other parks. 
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 Our contract is up shortly with our current Port-a-potty service provider and we 
 may seek other pricing bids. 
 

4. SUMMER ACTIVITIES  
    

 Picnic - This year the Annual Stillwater Township Community Picnic is planned 

 for Sunday, August 21, 2011 from 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at Otto Berg Park; 
  (Aug 28 - rain date). 
   

 Music by township resident and musician Mike Frain and his band named “The 
 Echo Street Band“ will be added this year.  A contract was sent. 
  

 We will have 2 jumpers this year and have already received the insurance rider 
 from them. 
   

 Food and supply responsibility was discussed as follows: 
 Hot dogs/buns - Jim Dorriot 
 Pop/drinks and paper products - Michael Ranalla 
 Ice cream and freezer - Lori Meyers 

 Ice /storage tub and (4)-8ft tables - Bonnie Haines 
 (2) Instant shelter - Rod Hunter and one is storage at town hall. 
 Corn roaster/grill - Dave Johnson 
 Crock pot for melting butter - Lori Meyers 
  

 The toilets in the park will be serviced prior to the picnic event. 
 

 Park member, Lori Meyer suggested we have a flyer/brochure available to 
 promote our disc golf course and our “Friends of Stillwater” at the picnic.  

 

 Antique cars/tractors are welcome to display again this year for those that choose 
 to participate. 
 

 Also, new this year will be a volunteer sign-up for an events committee. 
  
5. OTHER BUSINESS - None. 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS    
 The Park committee would like to advertise for another member.   
 There was further discussion about the “sub committee” idea for planning events, 

 this sub committee would meet 4x/yr and would consist of approximately 3-4 
 members.  Committee members will plan what cost it would potentially be to the 
 township and will submit it to the town board at a future meeting.  
 Members will also decide if they want to pursue a fall and winter activity. 
        

7. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT   
 Supervisor Matt Beane reported on recent Town Board activities. 
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8. NEXT MEETING   

 Monday, September 12, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the town hall. 

   
9. ADJOURNMENT  
 M/S/P- Ranalla/Hunter moved to adjourn (5 ayes). 
 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 

 
Submitted by:  
Barbara Riehle / Deputy Clerk 


