
SITLLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – AUGUST 3, 2006 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
 

PRESENT: Chairperson Merilyn Cummings, Planning Commissioners Lee Busse, Lynne 
  Murphy, Richard Rainer, Robert Ranalla and Carole Yoho.  Also, Town Board 
  Liaison Jim Hiniker, Supervisor Jim Doriott, Town Clerk Pat Bantli and Planner  
  Dick Thompson. 
 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Rainer/Busse moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  (6 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Ranalla/Yoho moved to approve the 7/6/06 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission Public Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes as amended [first page, third 
bullet point Farrington’s answer should read “One animal unit is allowed per two grazable 
acres.”]  (6 ayes) 
 
3. WEBER CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – Planner Dick Thompson explained that 
Melissa Lewis, Washington Conservation District, had met with Doctor Weber at his property to 
see if the land could support additional animal units.  She had discussed her findings in a letter to 
Berry Farrington dated July 31, 2006.  Melissa Lewis was present and reviewed some of the 
recommendation she had made which include control of the manure that is running through the 
feed lot, doing pasture management and getting soils tested every few years. She answered 
questions from the Planning Commission. 
 
Dick Thompson asked the applicant if they would be able to implement the recommendations 
and they said they could do everything listed. 
 
The issues discussed by the Planning Commission include the possibility of setting a precedent 
for anyone who wants additional animals, manure management, would good management 
actually help the water quality of the lake, how may animals can this land actually support, 
encouraging hobby farms in the Township to promote rural character and monitoring and review 
of the situation. 
 
M/S/P Busse/Murphy moved to recommend approval of the Weber Conditional Use Permit with 
the conditions outlined in Melissa Lewis’ letter to Berry Farrington dated July 31, 2006 and with 
the additional conditions that the mechanical issues be addressed within 60 days after which 
Melissa Lewis will check and that the erosion issues be addressed within one year after which 
Melissa Lewis will check.  If the conditions are not met, the Conditional Use Permit will be 
revoked.  (5 ayes, Yoho abstain) 
 
It was noted that the property will be better managed with these conditions than if a proper 
number of animals were there but no management practices were implemented. 
 
4. LIVESTOCK – Melissa Lewis had developed a draft checklist for livestock owners to 
determine the impact of animals on their land.  There was also a draft paper giving basic 
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livestock rules for Stillwater Township.  There was discussion as to how to get the information 
out to residents.  Realtors need to be educated as to the rules and the information could also be 
on the website and in a future newsletter.  There was discussion of working with the 
Conservation District for cost sharing with respect to developing a brochure and notification of 
realtors.  A workshop is also a possibility. 
 
5. DEVLOPMENT TEMPLATE – There was discussion of Lee Busse’s list especially with 
reference to how the issues will relate to the comprehensive plan.  The Planning Commission 
should continue to develop ideas about the Township’s assets and to take pictures.  There will be 
further discussion next month. 
 
6. DEVELOPERS’ QUESTIONS – Next month. 
 
7. LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS/GUIDELINES – Next month. 
 
8. NEW BUSINESS – There was none. 
 
9. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Jim Hiniker reported on recent Town Board 
activities. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Murphy/Busse moved to adjourn the meeting.  (6 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Planning Commission Clerk 
  
 


