
STILLWATER TOWNSHP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – AUGUST 2, 2018 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Robert Geisen, Planning Commissioners Kimberly Johnson, Alan Robbins- 
  Fenger, Rick Robbins, Tim Sinclair, Robyn Stoller and Carole Yoho, Clerk Kathy  
  Schmoeckel, Planner Sherri Buss, Supervisor Jackie Garofalo and Town Board Liaison 
  Lee Busse. 
 

7:00 P.M. – PUBLIC HEARINGS – 
ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 

 PERMITTED USES 

 LIVESTOCK AND LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS 

 DEFINITION SECTION AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS SECTION 
 

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette, a Public Hearing was held to consider changes to Stillwater  
Township’s Zoning Ordinance.  Made a part of the record are the names and addresses of the attendees 
(2) at the hearing. 
 
Chairperson Robert Geisen opened the hearing and asked Planner Sherri Buss to give an overview of the 
proposed changes. 
 
Ordinance 180 – This deals with permitted uses.  There were the following questions and comments: 

 Robyn Stoller – Is a temporary care facility still valid?  Buss – Yes, we do get occasional 
applications and it requires a COC.   Other temporary housing is for a dwelling while a residence 
is being constructed (up to 180 days with possible extensions) or for summer seasonal workers. 

 Robert Geisen – What about mining operations?  Buss – This is only allowed in the Ag Mining 
District with an IUP. 

 Geisen – Suggested defining AOP. 
 
Ordinance 181 – This relates to livestock and livestock operations.  There were the following questions 
and comments: 

 Sherri Buss – This is allowed in all districts as long as the density requirements are met.  
Otherwise, or for a feedlot operation, a CUP would be required. 

 Buss – The Township ordinance prohibits buildings that house livestock in the St. Croix River 
District.  The consensus of the commission was to allow livestock buildings there. 

 There was discussion of honeybees which are typically allowed in rural areas.  This should be 
allowed and made a separate section 2.16. 

 
Ordinance 182 – This relates to accessory solar uses. 
 
The public hearings were closed at 7:30 p.m. 
 

7:30 P.M. – REGULAR MEETING 
 

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Stoller/Johnson moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (7 ayes) 
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2. MINUTES – M/S/P Robbins-Fenger/Johnson moved to approve the June 7, 2018 Stillwater 
Township Planning Commission meeting minutes as written.  (7 aYes) 
 
3. ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS –  
A summary of the key changes include: 

 Ordinance 180 – Permitted Uses Lists 
o Makes Seasonal Agricultural Businesses a permitted use – a COC would no longer be 

required. 
o Makes Livestock and Livestock operations that meet animal density standards (does not 

include feedlots) a permitted use – a COC would no longer be required. 
o Livestock operations that exceed density standards and feedlots would require approval 

of a CUP. 
o Adds small Daycare Facilities and Residential Facilities as permitted uses – this complies 

with MN Statutes 462.357. 
o Updates the Table of Uses to be consistent with the ordinance text. 

 Ordinance 181 – Livestock and Livestock Operations:  Performance Standards 
o Makes Livestock and Livestock operations that meet animal density standards (does not 

include feedlots) a permitted use – a COC would no longer be required. 
o Livestock operations that exceed density standards and feedlots would require approval 

of a CUP. 
o Adds a new section that permits a limited number of domestic fowl on parcels that are 

smaller than 5 acres in size, and performance standards for this use. 
o Adds honeybees as a permitted use on parcels that are smaller than 5 acres in size. 

 Ordinance 182 – Uses and Performance Standards 
o Updates the section to be consistent with Ordinance 180 amendments. 
o Adds Section 2.20 that permits Accessory Solar Energy Systems as a use and includes 

performance standards for the use. 
M/S/P Robbins-Fenger/Sinclair moved to recommend the Board adopt Ordinances 180, 181 and 182 
with the changes suggested above.  (7 ayes) 
 
4. OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT – This is a continuation of the discussion begun at the June 
meeting.  That discussion was reviewed. 
 
There were questions about the wisdom of having the Township hold the easement for open space.  
Would a $10,000 fund be enough to cover any unforeseen costs in perpetuity?  Is there a mechanism to 
have the costs borne by the homeowners’ association if a problem arises?  Could the homeowners’ 
association have an annual fee that would cover cost of inspections?  With the County or a Land Trust, 
we are not pitting neighbor against neighbor, but they would only be interested in land that has a high 
ecological value.   
 
How many parcels in the Township would the Land Trust be interested in?  Sherri Buss will ask them and 
the County what their criteria is for holding an easement.  She will also check about various options for 
fees and how many lots in the Township have potential for open space development (over 40 acres). 
 
With respect to permitted uses, we should not allow townhouses as this takes away from our rural 
character. 
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With respect to density standards, is a community septic or community well something that we would 
necessarily want to encourage?  What is the advantage to us?  We should allow a bonus for open space 
that is contiguous (say, 75% of the entire open space).  Should there be an additional threshold for 
parcels that are over 80 acres? 
 
We should strike the option of one acre lots. 
 
The Planning Commission would like to invite the Town Board to their next meeting for further 
discussion. 
 
5. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Sinclair/Robbins moved to adjourn the meeting.  (7 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 
 


