
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – AUGUST 1, 2013 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Doug Galler, Planning Commissioners Merilyn Cummings, Lois Cutler and  
  Carole Yoho, Supervisor Fred Brandt and Town Board Liaison Linda Countryman and 
  Planner Berry Farrington 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Cummings/Yoho moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (4 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Cutler/Yoho moved to approve the July 1, 2013 Stillwater Township Planning 
Commission Public Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes as written.  (4 ayes) 
 
3. ALTERNATIVE ENERGY – Last summer Washington County had updated their Wind Energy 
Conversion Systems (WECS) ordinance.  The Town Board has asked that we look at ours to see if it also 
needs updating.  Planner Berry Farrington pointed out that our ordinance can be more restrictive than 
the County ordinance, but not less so.  Large wind farms are regulated by the federal government.  The 
main differences between our ordinance and the County’s are that they do not allow systems in the 
shoreland and Saint Croix River districts and we do, different height allowances and set backs and 
minimum lot size.  The County does not currently have an ordinance regulating solar or geothermal 
systems.  Linda Countryman suggested a presentation on alternative energy.  The Planning Commission 
felt that any workshop should also include the general public which would also serve as a gauge of the 
interest in this subject.  The consensus of the Planning Commission was to adopt the County ordinance.  
The next step will be a public hearing and a recommendation to the Town Board. 
 
4. WEBSITE – Fred Brandt was present to discuss the update of the Township website.  He asked 
the Planning Commission to weigh in on how the Planning Commission would be represented on the 
website.  Suggestions were having better opportunities for public input and having the packet for 
meetings be included.  They were encouraged to contact the clerk with any further suggestions. 
 
5. NEW BUJSINESS – There was none. 
 
6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Linda Countryman reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Yoho/Cutler moved to adjourn the meeting.  (4 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 
 
 


