
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE  
July 10, 2017 - Stillwater Township Hall 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Michael Ranalla, Park Committee Members Lori Meyers, Vanessa 

Barvels, Kelley Shantz, Bonnie Haines, Town Board Supervisor Liaison Jackie Garofalo and 

Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle. 

 
1.  AGENDA – M/S/P Meyers/Shantz moved to approve the agenda as written. (4 ayes) 
 
2.  MINUTES - M/S/P Barvels/Shantz moved to approve the 06/12/17 meeting minutes as 
written. (4 ayes) 
 
3.  PRESENTATION - Resident Jan Hayne was present to discuss Township “Bird Habitat.” 
Ms. Haynes receives monthly information from “Audubon Minnesota.”  The following link 
provides more information - http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/bird-city-minnesota 
Since taking the Pollinator Pledge last year this would further our involvement in being “Bee 
Friendly” and could be incorporated with this similar theme. 
At present time MN only has 2 cities who are “Bird Cities”, our neighboring WI just named their 
100th city.  To become a “Bird City” the following requirements must be met: 

 Complete a checklist documenting actions they have taken to meet 7 of 18 Best 
Practices in 3 categories (Habitat improvement, Threat Reduction, Citizen Engagement).  
Each best practice can be fulfilled with one or more actions. 

 Pass a resolution recognizing a day of their choice as International Migratory Bird Day 
and host a public event to celebrate the day. 

 Submit application materials, supporting documents/photos and an application fee of 
$200. 

 Bird City communities receive a mounted plaque, a 3’x5’ flag and two 18”x24” road 
signs featuring the Bird City MN Logo. 
 

(Bonnie Haines arrived) 
 
The committee asked questions such as – What kind of birds, Canadian Geese??? What are 
birds Native to our area?  What kind of habitat are we talking about? Should we check with 
local nature centers? Partnering with other local communities? 
Some answers can be found on their website, other answers are unknown.  This program seems 
to be very low intensive and would not require a lot of additional time once it is set up. It would 
involve signage and ways to integrate education and awareness.  The Park Committee felt it 
was a reasonable idea and ask that Town Board Liaison Jackie Garofalo talk with the Board for 
further feedback as to whether or not this would infringe upon any Regulations or Ordinances.  
 

http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/bird-city-minnesota
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In addition, Park Member Lori Meyers indicated that Washington County does a “Bird Hike” 
with a local gal, Shelly Bowman for a small fee.   Committee members agree the “Bird Habitat” 
overall is a good idea.  Ms. Haynes would be spearheading this program and will be doing 
further research on it.  The committee would like to gage interest from the community by 
website and/or picnic as a place to start. 
 
4. PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS     

 Otto Berg Park  
o Toilet surround – An update was given by Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle.  Resident 

Jim Doriott is working on the enclosure surround in sections. 
o Sport Court – In the next couple of weeks the edging will be completed. 
o Picnic Tables – Park Manager Jackie Garofalo reported that there is some sort of 

“spin art” graffiti on one of the picnic tables.  The committee will take a look and 
report what may be best to remove as needed. 
 

  Arcola Heights Park 
 Security - Cameras have been installed. 
 T-pads – The committee agree that there is not a hurry to install these.  Park 

member Lori Meyers will contact Tree Trust to see if they are interested in doing 
these next year. 

 Toilet surround – The surround enclosure needs reinforcement.  Assistant Park 
Manager Kelley Shantz will do this. 
 

       Little Carnelian Park  
 Clean up details – Trimming was done and brush removed. 

 
o Otchipwe Prairie Trail – Reported to be weedy and a tree is down.  People are using the 

trail.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will have Raleigh’s remove the tree. 
 

o Curtiss Hills Trail – Reported that there is increased vegetation but the trail is in good 
shape overall. 

 
o Quarry Avenue Trail – Reported to be overgrown in some areas.  

 
5. OLD BUSINESS   

 PICNIC – Sunday, August 13th from 12PM-3PM. 
o Presentations – Park Member Lori Meyers is working to have someone 

present for the event. Ideas: NPS, Warner, Public Health (recycling) 
o Code Red – Town Board Liaison Jackie Garofalo reported we will plan to 

use this service to announce for a minimal fee. 
o Music – Mark Oleen will be our entertainment. 
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o Henna – Park Member Lori Meyers reported that Elizabeth Silbernagle 
with www.simplejoyarts.com will be doing Henna art for the event. An 
hour and a half for $150. 

o Fire Dept/Sheriff – will be at the event. 
o Raffle – Still a possibility.  Committee will determine at event. 
o Apparel Design – Anniversary year apparel will be sold at the event.  Lori 

Meyers will look into further details. 
o Food – Items will be purchased as in years past (Mike Ranalla/Kelley 

Shantz) Hot dogs, buns, Corn 2 bags, pop, water, juice boxes, real butter, 
root beer and ice cream 

o Supplies – gloves, spoons, 12oz cups, instant shelter, tongs, wrench, 
lighter, corn hole game, white board, Freezer (Lori Meyers), ice, tubs, 
tables (Bonnie Haines), additional supplies are stored at the town hall. 

  
6.  NEW BUSINESS – No new reports. 

 
7. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Jackie Garofalo reported. 
 
8. PARK MANAGER REPORT – Park Manager Jackie Garofalo reported. 
            
9. NEXT MEETING – September 11, 2017 (There will NOT be an August 2017 meeting) 
  
10. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P- Haines/Shantz (5 ayes) 
 
 
Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 

http://www.simplejoyarts.com/

