
 

 
 

STILLWATER TOWN BOARD MEETING 
July 14, 2011                                Town Hall                                 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT:   Chairperson David Johnson, Supervisors Jim Hiniker, Linda Countryman and 

Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Attorney Sam Edmunds, 
Engineer Paul Pearson, Planner Sherri Buss, Treasurer Marsha Olson, Park 

Manager Rick Jacobson and Chief of Police Steve Nelson.   
 

Public Hearing – Kuhar Variance 
 

Neighbors present:   Jim Uzzell, 14400 WoodhouseRd;, Minnetonka 
      Dave Dupay, 2315 Perkins Ave N, Stillwater 

      Jayne Kuhar, 9292 St. Croix Trail, Stillwater 

      Pat Raleigh, 9490 Pawnee Av N, Stillwater 
      Robert Ranalla, 9596 Stonebridge Tr N, Stillwater 

      Gary Pulford, 2375 Oak Glen Dr, Stillwater 
      Sawn Baum, 2445 Oak Glen Dr, Stillwater 

 
A public hearing was held to consider a request from Jayne Kuhar for a variance from  

the requirements of the Township’s zoning ordinance to construct a new residence on  
the site of an existing residence at 9292 St. Croix Trail North.  Variances needed 

to construct the proposed residence include a variance from the rear building setback,  
bluffline setback, and minimum lot size.  Chairperson David Johnson opened the public  

hearing and Planner Sherri Buss reviewed the issues involved.  The new home will have  
the same footprint as the existing home with the exception that the garage will be  

attached.  Engineer Paul Pearson has reviewed the plans and his concerns have been 
addressed.  The Planner’s report recommended approval of the variance.  The proposed  

use is in harmony with the Comprehensive Plan and intent of the ordinance.  The  

variance request is based on the practical difficulties in complying with the zoning 
ordinance due to the size of the existing lot and site topography. 

 
David Johnson invited public comments or questions.   

 Sheila Marie Untiedt – If we had had the old standards for a variance, would we 
have identified a hardship?  Sherri Buss – Yes, I think she still would be able to 

obtain it because the existing lot size and the topography of the parcel would have 
met the “hardship” definition in the previous standards. 

 David Johnson – This is something that makes sense and works with the 
neighborhood. 

 Linda Countryman – The grade along the north side is flat and the engineer 
recommends cross slope.  What does that mean?  Paul Pearson – He explained 

how the drainage would work.  It would be peaked in the middle. 
 

The public hearing was closed at 7:15 p.m. 

 
Regular Meeting – 7:15 p.m. 
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KUHAR VARIANCE - M/S/P Hiniker/Untiedt moved approval of the requested variance 

with the three conditions in TKDA’a memorandum dated July 14, 2011 and Paul 
Pearson’s recommendation that a geotechnical engineer be consulted regarding 

migrating ground water.  (4 ayes 
 

 
Audit Report – Brad Falteysek, Abbo, Eick & Meyers was present to give a report on the 

audit they recently held.  He reviewed the reports that they had submitted and 
answered questions from the Board.  He will provide an example of policy procedures 

that we can review for our own use.   
 

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Hiniker/Countryman moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  (4 
ayes) 

 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Untiedt/Hiniker moved to approve the June 9, 2011 Stillwater 

Town Board Meeting minutes as written.  (4 ayes) 

 
3. TREASURER – 

a) Report given. 
b) FDIC Requirements – FDIC requires that US Bank have signatures on hand if 

collateral is to be moved around.  Treasurer Marsha Olson had signature forms for 
Treasurer Marsha Olson, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel and Supervisors Jim Hiniker and 

David Johnson. 
c) Checks and Claims – The following checks and claims were approved for payment. 

 
 Claim No. Vendor Amount 

 41596  MJ Raleigh Trucking Inc. $ 8,289.71 
 41604  Valley Green Lawn & Landscape   2,281.76 

 41605  Valley Trophy        84.70 
 41606  Washington Co. Public Safety Radio      100.02 

 41607  Xcel Energy        63.22 

 41588  Helmer Printing      454.72 
 41587  Jack Kramer    5,403.67 

 41584  BJ Haines Tree Service       374.94 
 41586  Dustcoating Inc   13,728.00 

 41583  Earl F. Anderson     1,531.05 
 41600  St Croix Recreation Inc.     1,122.19 

 41591  MFRA     7,537.46 
 41585  Campbell, Knutson, PA     3,005.90 

 41589  Maroneys Sanitation        314.52 
 41590  Lori J. Meyers        153.79 

 41592  Kathleen Nelson          15.30 
 41593  Stephen Nelson        785.00 

 41594  On Site Sanitation        255.54 
 41595  Qwest         101.20 

 41597  Robert P Ranalla Sr            1.60 

 41598  Robert P Ranalla Jr         411.97 
 41599  Barbara Riehle           40.00 
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 41601  Kathryn Schmoeckel         125.03 

 41602  Stillwater Gazette           35.55 
 41603  TKDA       3,434.58 

 41608  Minnesota Dept of Revenue            20.02 
 41609  PERA           397.49 

 41610  Internal Revenue Service           687.46 
     Jacobson, Richard L           466.86 

     Nelson, Kathleen M           325.62 
     Nelson, Stephen W        1,113.33 

     Olson, Marsha Ann           495.94 
     Ranalla, Sr, Robert P           367.96 

     Riehle, Barbara           393.44 
     Schmoeckel, Kathryn G           746.00 

     Untiedt, Sheila-Marie           625.45 
      

4. ATTORNEY –  

a) Lake Elmo Detachment – David Johnson pointed out that we have a verbal 
commitment from the applicant to cover our expenses relating to the detachment.  

Lake Elmo, as the requester for the data information, should pay for the data we 
have provided. 

 
5. JEFF WICK – Planner Sherri Buss reviewed the issues to be considered.  The first is 

for an amendment to their variance to extend the date for completion of their house.  
She and the attorney recommend that a public hearing be scheduled to make the 

amendment.  Progress is being made on the construction of the house and this is just a 
function of the timeline.  A neighbor of the Wicks, Steve Ellison, was present and 

pointed out that the timeline is not the fault of the Wicks but of the contractor.  He also 
questioned the complaints about the grading that there were “50” trucks hauling out 

dirt.  The consensus of the Board was to see if a public hearing is required at the 
September meeting if the Wicks are no longer in compliance after their August 20th 

deadline. 

 
The second issue involves the large volume of grading that was done without a permit.  

Jack Kramer has issued a “cease and desist” order on the grading.  Staff has now 
received the grading plans.  Paul Pearson has reviewed the plan and does not have any 

major concerns.  He reviewed his recommendations.  Sherri Buss had also talked to Jim 
Shaver of the Watershed and he recommended that no impermeable surface be added.  

Mr. Wick submitted his application and escrow for the grading permit.  Paul Pearson will 
work with Mr. Wick’s engineer to finalize the plans and make a recommendation to the 

Board. 
 

6. CHIEF OF POLICE – 
a) Report given.  There were 14 burning permits, none for buckthorn.  With the State 

being shut down, they are not allowed to issue burning permits. 
b) Poisonous Foxglove – Steve Nelson had talked to Jyneen Thatcher, Washington 

Conservation District, regarding poisonous foxglove which is found in Stillwater 

Township on Pawnee Avenue.  Steve Nelson had sent a letter to the 14 residents 
in the area giving procedures to deal with it. 
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c) Little Carnelian Park – Steve Nelson has received complaints about dogs on the 

beach.  Washington County is reluctant to deal with this since it would involve 
leaving their car, so Steve Nelson has been dealing with it as much as possible.  

He would like a “No Dogs on Beach” sign at the park.  He had received a 
complaint about a dog which he picked up but it turned out that it belonged to 

someone who lived next to the beach who then called Steve Nelson before he had 
gotten very far.  Discussion as to whether they should be charged the $60 

impound fee.  The consensus of the Board was that they should be charged since 
the dog was not in their control and was in the park. 

d) Gas Smell- M/S/P Untiedt/Countryman moved to request that Chief Nelson follow 
up with Xcel to find the source of the occassional gas smell noted at the 

intersections of Otchipwe and 107th Street as it continues to occur.  (4 ayes) 
 

7. RICHARD SCHUBERT – SAFETY ISSUES – Richard Schubert was present to discuss  
his concerns about safety at the intersection of Highway 96 and Norell Avenue.  He 

reported that a survey had been done with plans to move the intersection to the east, 

probably in 2015.  He has a problem with the signage for the garage sale and the 
farmers’ market.  The cited rules that we cannot advertise off-site, which this would be 

since the park is a separate parcel from the town hall site.  He also believes the signs 
are in conflict with our vision statement.  The colors should be different.  He also asked 

that the Town Board send a letter to MNDOT to request trees and brush be removed in 
the right of way along Highway 96 east of Oakhill where there are visibility issues. When 

Raleigh’s permit comes up again for review, he would like to be able to comment on 
how many of their trucks come through the intersection.  He would like them to report 

on how many loads go in and out.  He would like the Board to review the speed limit.  
When he was last here, he cited three accidents and he would like to see an item in the 

newsletter to warn people about the intersection.  He would like to see a blog or 
something like that on the website where people can talk about issues in the Township. 

 
8. PLANNER – 

a) Fence Issue – Planner Sherri Buss reported that Richard Schubert’s neighbors had 

removed a barbed wire fence on his property. He requested an application to allow 
construction of a new fence on the property to contain his cattle.  She reviewed 

the ordinance requirements and performance standards.  The Minnesota Fence 
Law would apply if a fence is put up on the lot line or close to it.  Mr. Schubert 

would need a Certificate of Compliance and we could require the fence be a foot 
from the property line and the Minnesota Fence Law would then not apply.  Charlie 

Houser was present and expressed his concerns.  Richard Schubert had cut down 
the vegetation on Houser’s property in connection with the survey that was done.  

He would like to see the fence back two feet which would protect his land.  If a 
COC application comes in, it will come to the Town Board for discussion and the 

neighbors will be invited to attend. 
b) Carnelian-Marine Watershed Plan Update – They have sent a notice that we need 

to update our plan.  We have two years to complete.  There was discussion of the 
water level of Little Carnelian Lake.  The Clerk will invite Jim Shaver to a meeting 

to discuss.  The Watershed Board is starting their budget process and looking for 

local governments to identify potential cost share projects to address water quality 
issues.  Tom Polasik will also be invited to the meeting to discuss. 
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c) Home Occupations – More discussion at the next meeting. 

d) Electrical Inspections – During the state shutdown, electrical inspections cannot 
take place because they are coordinated by the State of Minnesota.   The League 

of Minnesota Cities has provided a model ordinance where the Township would be 
the permitting agency.  Inspector Jack Kramer would identify one or more 

appropriate inspectors and coordinate the inspections. 
  M/S/P Untiedt/Johnson moved adoption of the ordinance without the sunset  

  clause.  (4 ayes) 
   Jack Kramer will be asked to determine an appropriate fee for the inspection to  

   cover his costs.  Inspection fees are specified in state rules. 
 

9. ENGINEER – 
a) 105th Street Barricade Update – Paul Pearson had been asked to determine what 

would need to be done to restrict access at the 105th Street cul-de-sac.  There is 
an issue of enforceability which the neighbors can be asked to help with.  Paul 

Pearson will have the 8-foot barricade placed along with reflective fence posts on 

either side.  Steve Nelson will notify the neighbors of the plans to get their input. 
b) 100th Street Update – All the work on 100th Street including striping, brushing, no 

parking, curve and speed signs have been completed. 
c) Salvaged Street Name Signs – Raleigh has been saving the signs and would like to 

know what we would like to do with them.  They should report what signs they 
have.  If anyone is interested, it would be on a first come first served basis and 

they can be distributed quarterly.  It can be put on the website.  More discussion 
next month after we have a list of signs.  Raleigh will also be asked to remove the 

“No Construction Through Traffic” signs in Stonehenge. 
d) Xcel Energy Permit – 9033 Neal Avenue – There is an application for a gas main 

extension. 
   M/S/P Untiedt/Hiniker moved to authorize the chair to sign the Xcel permit.   

   (4 ayes) 
   Paul Pearson will contact them to request the $100 fee. 

 

10. CLERK – 
a) Leadership Training – GTS and the League of Minnesota Cities has provided 

information on providing leadership training.  The Clerk will contact GTS to see if 
something can be set up at the town hall in January. 

 
11. PARK SIGN QUOTE – M/S/P Untiedt/Countryman moved approval of the Arcola 

Heights Park sign  and language (with the typo correction), not to exceed $1,000.  (4 
ayes) 

 
12. PARK MANAGER – Park Manager Rick Jacobson had payments for the garage sale 

and the park reservations.  Two people had not paid for the garage sale which the clerk 
will follow up on.  There had been a lot of good comments about the garage sale. 

 
13. COMMUNITY EVENTS – The garage sale, the farmers market and the busy time at 

Otto Berg Park all fall at the same time of the year and it is difficult for one person to 

manage.  We should keep this in mind in the future when scheduling.  Other people in 
the community could be asked to get involved in specific events such as the Township 
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picnic and the Easter Egg Hunt.  Some members of the Park Committee are not 

interested in event planning.  There was discussion of whether a new committee could 
be formed for event planning.  There was discussion about what type of services the 

Township should be providing.  The Park Committee should determine what a new 
committee would consist of including approximate costs.  More discussion at the next 

meeting. 
 

14. COUNTY MEETING UPDATE - Linda Countryman gave an update on the recent 
County meeting she attended.  Discussion topics included sharing of services, 

emergency notification via cell phone and levy amounts. 
 

15. BARN RENOVATION – The renovation of the barn along Highway 96 might be an 
article in an upcoming newsletter. 

 
16. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 p.m. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Clerk______________________________________ 

 
 

 
Chairperson_________________________________ 

 
 

 
Approved___________________________________ 


