
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 
July 10, 2006                                                Town Hall                                          7:00 P.M. 
 
PRESENT: Chairperson Matthew Beane, Park Committee Members Jean Hamm, Rod  
  Hunter, Sue Langer, Michael Ranalla and Barbara Riehle and Karen 
  Sherrick.  Also, Town Board Liaison Jim Doriott and Clerk Pat Bantli. 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Sherrick/ Langer moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Ranalla/Sherrick moved to approve the 5/8/06 Stillwater Township 
Park Committee Meeting minutes as written.  (5 ayes) 
 
3. ARCOLA HEIGHTS PARK – The neighbors of the park had been invited to attend the 
meeting to offer input.  Chairperson Matthew Beane briefly reviewed what was being considered 
and explained that the Park Board will study the issue and make a recommendation to the Town 
Board who will make the ultimate decision.  He invited those present to make comments: 

• This keeps coming up every couple of years.  What is driving it? 
• Jim Doriott explained that the money is from the park fund and that there is a demand 

in the community for more park space. 
• The trail is used a lot.  There is concern that the prairie land will be gone.  The street 

here is not conducive to traffic.  Where will people park?  The VAA has property south of 
94.  (VAA has Otto Berg Park booked and township residents cannot always use it.) 

• Has an environmental impact statement been done yet? (Still need approval for the 
project.) 

• What will replace the prairie land? 
• They have been through this many times before. 
• Would like to see an arboretum where people could walk around. 

 
(Jean Hamm arrived.) 
 

• They fought for this as it now is.  Why is a park a park only if it is an athletic field? 
• The topography does not lend itself to athletic fields.  (This has been discussed 

among the Park Board but no decision has been made) 
• Many fields are not used on weekends, if the VAA need is so great, they could use 

fields then. 
• The majority of the people living there want it to stay the way it is. 
• What are the covenants on that land?  He believes that residents have considerable 

say on what happens there.  There are issues with parking. 
• Do we charge for VAA use? (No.)  The school districts charge them money. 
• Expects beer parties in the parking lot. 
• Years ago they asked about police checking on the area if there is an increased 

number of people and they never heard back.  The rest area on highway 95 is closed because 
of vandalism.  Concerned they may come up there now. 

 
(Rod Hunter arrived.) 
 



Stillwater TWP Park Comm. Mtg. – 7/10/06  Page 2 

• They love the neighborhood and don’t want a lot of people coming into the dead end.  
Not against a few picnic tables or a swing, but not a soccer field. 

• The road could be dangerous for people who are unfamiliar with it. 
• Is there a possibility the Township could ask for the boomsite land from the state and 

use it for a recreational facility? (The state wants to hang onto the property.) 
• How many households are in the township?  (About 900.) 
• The neighbors could get together to do a written response. 
• Have you considered this an opportunity to make the arboretum something special?  

It could meet the needs of a different population.  There could be educational groups to come 
out to look at it.  (How would neighbors feel about opening it up for that purpose?)  They 
wouldn’t want a building or a parking lot. 

• (Any objections to benches or picnic tables?)  None made. 
• Is 100th Street going through in 3 or 4 years. 
• How big is the park?  (6 or 7 acres) 
• Would rather see street parking rather than a parking lot so as not to take away from 

the park. 
• There was discussion of the differences between active and passive parks. 
• Should look for new park land with new subdivisions.  (That is our intent.) 
• Could the park fund be spent on the prairie? (That would be maintenance which 

would be out of the general fund.) 
• Would rather see something for the kids who are not interested in sports. 
• You need to check out the covenants before anything is done. 
• The neighbors paid for the trees and watered them.  They have also trimmed them.  

They are owed more trees and plants. 
• Isn’t there another area for a park that would be on a better road?  My idea of the 

township is “rural”. 
• Is it possible for the township to buy property?  (That is an alternative.  The intent is 

to follow the park plan.  We have taken land for trails in recent developments.) 
• What happens if you don’t spend the $200,000?  (The township has a need for more 

active parks and the money will be spent.) 
• How many parks would be needed if we were to service only township children? 
• Not one person in the room is supporting an active park here.  He is offended by the 

way the notice was sent out. 
• Where is the pressure for more active parks coming from? 
• There was discussion of where the active developments were.  What can open space 

be used for?  They believed when they built their home there, this would be open space in 
perpetuity.  We need unencumbered peaceful areas.  Who gets to determine if this park 
switches from passive to active? 

• Would like the neighbors to be aware when this is discussed by the Board. 
• Are we still functioning on the current comprehensive plan? (This plan is a 

guideline.) 
• The planner has determined that a township this size should have 5 parks.  Arcola 

Heights Park as it stands now is in accordance with the current comprehensive plan.  The 
comprehensive plan does not specify how many passive parks the township should have. 

• Let’s not forget about the members of the community that are not children. 
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• Recommend everyone on the committee read your own vision statement. 
 
4. LITTLE CARNELIAN PARK – John Kipp who lives next to Little Carnelian Park had 
called to discuss an issue with burglary from him and around the lake.  He suggested a product 
that could be woven into the cyclone fence that would offer him more privacy.  The committee 
members will look at the fence during the next month and this issue will be further discussed at 
the next meeting. 
 
5. PARK AND TRAIL ISSUES 

1. Norell Trail – Barbara Riehle brought up the issue of people using the street instead of 
the trail for biking and the fact that it is dangerous.  How can we encourage them to use 
the trail.  Norell is designated as a bike trail and it was felt that not much could be done 
about bikers. 

2. Curtiss Hills Trail – Rod Hunter reported that the weeds had been sprayed along the sides 
of the trail, but the trail itself still needs to be sprayed. 

3. Otto Berg Park – New wood chips were placed in the play area last Friday.  There is a 
pad available to put underneath the swing so the wood chips do not get kicked away.  Bill 
Butler could be asked to rake them back in place. 

 
6. NEW BUSINESS – There was none. 
 
7. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Jim Doriott reported on recent town board 
activities. 
 
8. ARCOLA PARK – It may be helpful to have a letter from an expert to say that this is not 
good prairie land.  Can we sell that land and use the money elsewhere?  When Raleigh develops, 
an active park could go in there.  Can we arbitrarily change the park from passive to active?  It 
doesn’t meet the criteria for an active park.  Is there an advantage to developing it further as a 
passive park?  Issues of theft and vandalism can arise anywhere.   
 
M/S/P Hunter/Ranalla moved to investigate the possibility of selling the land using fair market 
value, to offer the land to local residents first, then on the local market, and to use the money to 
purchase parkland elsewhere.  (7 ayes) 
 
If this is developed further as a passive park, it should be promoted for use by all township 
residents. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Riehle/Langer moved to adjourn the meeting.  (7 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Park Committee Clerk 
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