
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – JULY 6, 2006 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Lois Cutler, Planning Commissioners Lee Busse, Merilyn 
  Cummings, Richard Rainer, Robert Ranalla and Kirsten Spreck.  Also, 
  Supervisors Linda Countryman, Jim Doriott and David Johnson, Town 
  Board Liaisons Jim Hiniker and Sheila Marie Untiedt, Planner Berry 
  Farrington, Town Clerk Pat Bantli and Police Chief Steve Nelson. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – WEBER CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT – 7:00 P.M. 
 

Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette and to surrounding property owners a public hearing 
was held to discuss a request from Dr. Thomas Weber to have additional animal units on his 
property.  Made a part of the record are the names and addresses of attendees (15) at the hearing. 
 
Chairperson Lois Cutler opened the public hearing and Planner Berry Farrington reviewed the 
application which is a request for 2 horses, 2 llamas and 12 chickens on the property.  There 
were the following questions and comments: 

• Pat Bantli – What is allowed?  Farrington – They are allowed 1.25 animal units.  They 
are asking for 2.78 animal units. 

• Marilyn Forseth – She has mixed emotions about this issue.  The Webers are nice people 
but the ordinances are there to protect neighbors and to protect the lake.  The ordinance should 
be followed. 

• Shari Clifford – What determines a grazable acre?  Farrington – One animal unit is 
allowed per two grazable acres.   

• Forseth – A septic system does not allow for grazing. 
• Lois Cutler – She had talked to Metropolitan Pollution Control and they use the term 

“pasture” rather than “grazable acre”.   Farrington – “Grazable acre” is used in the ordinance. 
• Jessica Parcheta – How close is the grazable acre measured from the water?  Farrington – 

10 feet from the shore. The Washington County shoreland ordinance calls for a 50 foot buffer.  
Parcheta – Then the grazable acres should not be as big as you said.  Farrington – Maybe not. 

• Kirsten Spreck – Is this a request for existing animals?  Weber – When he bought this 
land there were 30 sheep there so he assumed he could have horses.  The horses do graze by the 
lake, but generally do not stay there.  They are generally closer to the road.  They will not add 
animals but he is looking for permission to keep what he has. 

• Lee Busse – How many acres total?  Weber – 5.2 acres. 
• Farrington – The Washington County shoreland ordinance does allow grazing closer to 

the water if there is vegetation. 
• Forseth – This is a tough situation.  What is the reason for the ordinance?  To protect land 

and water. 
• Steve Nelson – It is correct that the previous owner had too many animals.  In this 

situation, the animals got out a few times and he got called  in.  That’s how this issue came to the 
attention of the township. 

• Cutler – She had talked with Melissa Lewis with Washington County Conservation 
District who provided some issues that should be considered here.  Weber – Run-off from his 
pasture goes into the Pine Point area into a swamp, not directly into the lake.  Forseth – Some 
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goes south to where she lives.  Weber – He showed on the map where the drainage is.  In the 
winter the manure accumulates between the two barns.  It is used for compost or hauled away. 

• Jim Doriott – The issue is not so much land, but run-off and manure management.  Some 
people feed hay year round. 

• David Johnson – Is there evidence at the site that there is a manure management plan?  
Farrington – She was there in May and did not see an excessive amount of manure.  Johnson – Is 
there evidence of over-grazing?  Farrington – There was vegetation on the ground. 

• Robert Ranalla – Are the animals still getting out?  Nelson – It’s been some time and he 
is satisfied with the containment. 

• Mimi Hanzlik – Do people swim in that lake?  This is the worst lake in Washington 
County.  Merilyn Cummings – That goes way back to an old sawmill. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – 
ACCESSORY BUILDINGS – 7:30 P.M. 

 
Pursuant to notice in the Stillwater Gazette a public hearing was held to discuss changes to the 
Stillwater Township Zoning Ordinance, Chapter 2 – Zoning Regulations, Part 3 – Performance 
Standards, Section 1.2 – Accessory Structures/Attached Garages.  Made a part of the records are 
the names and addresses of attendees (7) at the hearing. 
 
Lois Cutler opened the public hearing and planner Berry Farrington explained the changes under 
consideration.  There were the following comments and questions: 

• Wayne Johnson – He owns about 6 acres.  Grant and May Township allow larger 
buildings.  Why not at least be the same as they are?  Buildings are generally built in 8 foot 
sections.  The odd footage makes it difficult.  It can be done, but it increases the cost.  He would 
like the size to be increased.  Kirsten Spreck – Was that taken into consideration when we came 
up with the new ordinance?  Farrington – No, we did not look at building materials. 

• Cutler – Does the Board have any history?  David Johnson – He thought that the proposal 
from the planning commission allowed too many increments.  Reacting to the appeal from 
residents, he felt that rather than doing increments, he took a wider berth and took the upper limit 
allowed for the new set of numbers.  They did not consider building materials.  We should be 
more sensitive to buildings within a neighborhood area than those in a more rural setting. 

• Spreck – It does appear that we have created something convoluted. 
• Pat Raleigh – (to Wayne Johnson) she is confused about his wanting 2500 square feet.  

That does not work with 8 foot increments.  Wayne Johnson – He would build less than that. 
• Mimi Hanzlik – She started on this process 6 years ago.  For their 5 horses, they felt they 

needed a 3600 square foot building.  They designed a building at 3,480 square feet, which would 
have fit with a previous suggested size, but now the size requirement is back down to 3200 
square feet.  How  will lean-to’s be considered in the size of the building? 

• David Johnson – The recommendation on lean-tos is from both our planner and attorney 
based on what other communities have done. 

• Sheila Marie Untiedt – We are talking about the foot print and there is the potential to 
multiply that by 3 with a lower level and a second floor. 
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The public hearing was closed at 7:50 p.m. 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING – 7:50 P.M. 
 

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Spreck/Busse moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (6 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Ranalla/Busse moved to approve the 6/1/06 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission Public Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes as amended. [Correct typo  
third line, item 4. page 2, change “bus” to “but”]  (6 ayes) 
 
3. WEBER CUP – Issues discussed were:  We had a similar request for multiple horses in 
November that was denied.  That was a wetland issue.  We do have an ordinance where things 
are quite specific. This is more than double the capacity of the land.  What would be the basis for 
allowing this? 
 
M/S/P Rainer/Busse moved to table the recommendation until next month and ask the planner to 
make arrangements with Jeanine Thatcher with the Conservation District to make a preliminary 
evaluation of the site (6 ayes) 
 
4. ZONING ORDINANCE – ACCESSORY BUILDINGS –  
 
M/S/P Busse/Spreck to recommend the suggested amendments to the Zoning Ordinance be 
adopted with the following exceptions: 

• (2)(B) should read “The following standards must be met on a lot or parcel that has or 
is proposed to have an accessory building or buildings together totaling 160 square feet or 
more.  For all accessory buildings exceeding 160 square feet:” 

• (2)(B)5. should read: “Exterior design and color is similar or coordinates with the 
principal building or is traditional barn-like.” 

• (3)(B)2. delete 
• (4)(B)1. should read: “Detached accessory buildings are allowed.  For buildings 

larger than 160 square feet a building permit is required.  For buildings larger than 1,000 
square feet, a building permit and a certificate of compliance is required.”   

• (4)(B)1. sizes of buildings should be: 
o less than 5 acres  1600  
o 5 to 8 acres   2400 
o 8 to 11 acres   same as suggested 
o 11 to 14 acres   same as suggested 
o 14 to 17 acres   same as suggested 
o 17 to 20   3600 

 
• (4)(A) should read:  “Storage, boat or tool sheds are defined as: …” 

 
The definition of “accessory buildings” should be looked at to make sure that the size of 160 
square feet or 120 square feet is consistent.  (5 ayes, Rainer abstain) 
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Richard Rainer felt that we should not regulate the looks of an accessory building that is behind a 
house. 
 
5. DEVELOPMENT TEMPLATE – next month 
 
6. DEVELOPERS QUESTIONS – next month 
 
7. LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS/GUIDELINES – next month 
 
8. NEW BUSINESS -  Lee Busse reported on a planning seminar he had attended. He also 
discussed the possibillity of a township workshop where other communities could be invited as 
well. 
 
9. TOWN BOAR LIAISON REPORT – Jim Hiniker and Sheila Marie Untiedt reported on 
recent town board activities. 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Cummings/Busse moved to adjourn the meeting.  (6 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Planning Commission Clerk 
 


