
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 
June 12, 2017 – On Location - 6:30 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Lori Meyers, Park Committee Members Vanessa Barvels, Kelley Shantz, 

Bonnie Haines, Michael Ranalla and Evie Zeruhn.  Town Board Supervisor Liaison Jackie 

Garofalo and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle. 

TOUR OF REVIEW –On Location at Otto Berg Park 

Park Committee members met at Otto Berg Park to discuss maintenance issues needed in our 
park.  The following areas were discussed. 
 

 Park Manager Jackie Garofalo led the discussions. 

 Parking on 90 th Street North – At a recent Town Board meeting there was discussion 
with Engineer Mike Kuno who gave an update on the project.  To provide additional 
parking along 90th Street North, several options were discussed. Option C with 
modifications (see Town Board meeting 6/8/17 minutes for further option details) was 
voted upon which will turn 90th Street North into a one-way street from the upper 
parking lot to Stonebridge and use the south half of the roadway for parking (23-24 
stalls) at a cost of about $1,500. The exception is that the one-way would only be as far 
east as the lower parking area and add stalls on the south side as in Option B and make 
the road two-way beyond the lower east lot area.  Perpendicular parking stalls and 
widening of the roadway will also take place. No parking signage will be placed in front 
of the playground area. The project should only take a couple weeks to complete. 
In addition, the lower playground lot drainage issues will be looked at before it is 
repaved. 

 Port-a-potty- Since these are being used more heavily we now have them serviced 
3x/week instead of 2x/week.  If use continues to increase the committee may look into 
a side by side unit. 

 Trap Rock – The rock used is holding up well on new trails to the sport court and to 
baseball field and from the playground to the lower parking lot. When the project was 
done, seed was spread but possibly due to wash out there are some spots that are 
balding. The committee will look into putting down more seed if necessary. 

 Sport Court – The court will be closed for approximately 1 week, June19-24 for 
resurfacing.  Signs will be posted there and on the website. 

 Ash Tree Removal – Due to the beetle flight season the removal has to wait until fall. 
There are two near the baseball field – One is on the first base line and the other is on 
the 3rd base line set back a bit. Those two should be removed first. 

 SCVAA Park Bench Donation – The Organization is looking to donate a bench to the park.  
However the Township would be responsible for installation which can cost around 
$600.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will let them know to move forward with this 
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process.  Also an idea to incorporate more seating by having a set of bleachers was 
brought up. 

 Pavilion – The concrete flooring in the pavilion was previously acid washed. There are 
rust markings where the picnic tables sit.  The committee is considering using a sealant.  
Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will look into pricing should the committee want to move 
forward on this idea.  Also, birds continue to make nests and our Park Manager 
continues to knock them down every few days as long as there are not babies present. 

 Replacement Trees – The committee will look into tree replacements for trees hit by 
lightning near the lower parking lot. 

 Fountain Drain - The area below the fountain which collects run-off is littered with 
water balloon pieces.  It is very time consuming to remove these pieces.  In an effort to 
avoid this from happening in the future, modification to the rules for Pavilion rental may 
be implemented. 

 Park Bench repair – The two wooden benches in the park will be sanded stained and 
painted – weather permitting. 

 Playground – The playground has been heavily used and is very popular.  The mulch 
under the swings will need to be raked back to level.  To avoid this from continuing, the 
committee suggests raising the chains on the swings. 

 Mowing – Otto Berg field is mowed 2x/week.   

 Port-a-potty Surround – The toilet surround in the lower parking lot is in need of 
rebuild/repair.  Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will follow up with Resident Jim Doriott on a 
timeline for project work. 
Also, the garbage surround in the north town hall lot with be replaced.  An individual 
has been working with the Town Board.  This project should be complete this summer.  

 Recycling Container – Park Members Michael Ranalla and Kelley Shantz moved the 
containment center to a more advantageous spot. 

 Pollinator Garden – The black plastic was laid but due to wind had to be done again.  
The committee suggested an alternate soil prep process and will cut the grass, till the 
soil and put the black plastic on again.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will bring her 
tractor that has a tiller attachment for the project. 

 Tool Shed – A thought of needing a place to store outdoor tools and equipment to 
maintain our parks may need to be looked into for our grounds keepers. 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
1.  AGENDA – M/S/P Ranalla/Shantz moved to approve the agenda as written. (6 ayes) 
 
2.  MINUTES - M/S/P Haines/Barvels moved to approve the 05/08/17 meeting minutes as 
written. (6 ayes) 
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3.  PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS -  
  Arcola Heights – Assistant Park Manager Kelley Shantz reported. 

 Trees – There are trees down at the back of the park.  Kelley will remove them as 
time permits. 

 T-Pads – Chairperson Lori Meyers suggested Kelley Shantz contact the “Tree Trust 
Crew” to see if this is something they can do.  If not, then Schifsky’s will be 
contacted. 

 Sight Lines – Clearing a sight line to the 8th hole was discussed. 
 Cameras – Installation progress discussed. 

 
Little Carnelian –  

o Email Complaint – Park Manager Jackie Garofalo and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 
both reported on this.  Chief Steve Nelson was informed as well.  Addressing further 
garbage clean up and trespassing issues.   

o Lot Gravel – Project complete. 
 

Otchipwe Prairie Trail & Quarry Avenue Trail – Park Manager Jackie Garofalo reported 
that trees are down on these two trails.  She will have either Haines Tree Company or 
Raleigh’s take a look for removal. 
 
Curtiss Hills Trail – Following the recent grading there is some water erosion and 
vegetation has increased. 

 
4.  OLD BUSINESS 

 Youth Vegetable Garden – Coordinator Jackie Garofalo reported that a 15x4 garden with 
3 raised beds have been planted.  Condition following recent hail has not been reported. 

 Clean Up Day – Clean-up, which was May 13th, went well.  Plans are already in the works 
for next year. 

 
5.  NEW BUSINESS 

 ISO Rating – Recently a letter was received by many from the Stillwater Fire Chief 
indicating that Township residents should look into a discount with their insurance 
providers since our ISO rating has changed. 

 Picnic Planning – The Committee has decided on Sunday, August 13th from 12PM-3PM; 
this will be a rain or shine event.  The (2017) picnic budget is $1,000.  It will increase to 
(2018) $1,300.  Discussion items: 

o Historical Presentations 
o Code Red – use to distribute non-emergency announcements 
o Public Health – will be asked to donate recycling cups for root beer floats 
o Music – Mark Oleen will be asked by Member Bonnie Haines if he would be 

interested this year. 
o Airbrush Art vs Face Painter – Member Lori Meyers will get details about face 

painter and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will get details on Airbrush Art. 
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o Raffle – “Fairy Falls” print. 
o Fire Dept. and Sheriff Dept. – Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will contact Steve 

Nelson and together will extend an invitation. 
o Pavilion Reservation – NPS (National Park Service) – Member Lori Meyers will 

contact them to see if they would be interested in coming. 
o Washington County – Member Lori Meyers will look into a “Pop-Up 

Presentation” 
o Food – Basic needs will be discussed in detail at July meeting. 

 
6.  TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Jackie Garofalo reported.   

7.  PARK MANAGER REPORT – Jackie Garofalo reported. 

8.  NEXT MEETING – July 10, 2017 (TBD – August meeting needs) 
 
9.  ADJOURNMENT – Meeting adjourned 8:20 PM. 

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 


