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Township website is getting a makeover

Sometime in the next couple of months, the Township will The Township plans to use an existing GovOffice template for
be unveiling a spruced-up website. The Communications its website. GovOffice will then provide training to Township
Committee, under the direction of Supervisor Fred Brandt, officials who will maintain the site once it goes live.

has been working with representatives of GovOlfhice, a web

X R _ The current plan is for the site to go live within the next
hosting and design site, to come up with a new look.

month. For more information, or to suggest improvements to
GovOffice is a Minneapolis-based firm that has worked with the website, contact Brandt at (651) 491-8486.

numerous cities and government agencies to provide website

templates and customized designs.

Annual picnic scheduled for August

The dog days of August will be here before you know it and with them come
the chance to relax with your friends and neighbors at the annual Township
picnic.
The picnic will be held at Otto Berg Park next to the Town
Hall on Sunday, Aug. 18, from noon to 4 p.m. The rain date is
Aug. 25.

As usual, there will be food, demonstrations and activities for

children. As in the past, a band will perform.

The Parks Committee will plan the details of the picnic during
its June meeting. For more information, check the website.

Update on Township Garage Sale and Farmers’ Market

The Township Garage Sale is taking a breather, and the next year.

Farmers’ Market may be doing so as well. The picture is murkier for the Farmers’ Market. At the time
The organization of the Garage Sale is complicated this year this newsletter was being prepared, only one vendor had

by the imminent redesign of the website, which has been signed up. As is common, vendors are required to carry

the way for residents to sign up and for garage salers to find liability insurance, but vendors are concerned that the small
out about garage sale locations. Organizers couldnt commit size of the market could mean they won't make enough to pay
the time to organizing it if the website would not be fully the insurance and make enough profit. Stay tuned, however.
functional, so the decision was made to forgo it, at least for If vendors come forward at the last minute, the market could

this year. With luck, the Garage Sale will be up and running  start up some Wednesday evening in June.



Members

needed for
Communications,
Planning groups
The Township needs

new members for its
Planning Commission and
Communications Committee.

The Planning Commission
considers development requests
and issues within the Township
and makes recommendations

to the Town Board. The

gatherings. It’s not too soon
to reserve the pavilion for this
summer.

Reservations can now be made
online, by going to the website
at www.stillwatertownship.com
and clicking on the Parks and
Recreation tab at the left.

There is a $25 fee to reserve
the Pat Bantli Pavilion for four
hours.

Park hours and rules
All township parks are open

from 6 a.m. until
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are not allowed

Communications Committee
oversees the newsletter and the
Township website.

For further information, contact
Barb Riehle at Barbara. Riehle@
Stillwatertownship.com or call

(651) 275-9484.

Rules for off-road
vehicles

Four-wheelers, dirt bikes and
other off-road vehicles are not
allowed on township, county
and state road right-of-ways
between April 1 and Aug. 1
every year. They are never
allowed on roads or road
shoulders. The only exception
to this is vehicles that are being
used in farming operations.

When riding on private property
please be courteous to your
neighbors and limit your riding
times.

Reserve the pavilion
at Otto Berg Park

Otto Berg Park next to the Town
Hall is a popular place in the
summer for family reunions,
neighborhood picnics and other

in Otto Berg Park,
Little Carnelian Park and the
beach at Little Carnelian Lake.

Summer burning

Summertime hours for burning
are from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m.

Burning permits are necessary.
They allow residents to burn
piles of brush, leaves, grass or
untreated lumber, and can be
obtained by calling (651) 439-
0796. A 24-hour advance notice
for the permit is requested, and
the fee is $15. Failure to get a
permit will result in a fine. No
fee is charged for burning piles
of buckthorn.

Recreational fires do not require
a permit and are allowed any
time, except for rare occasions
when the DNR imposes a total
burning ban. Fires must be kept
smaller than a 3-foot cube to be
considered a recreational fire.

Please notify the township Police
Chief Steve Nelson at (651)
439-0796 when you plan on
having a recreational fire so you
can be contacted in case of any
DNR alerts, last minute burning
bans or EPA air quality alerts.

Vacation house

checks
The Township Police Chief will

keep an eye on your property
while you are out of town. Call

651-439-0796 before you leave.

MN Ag department
makes handbook
available

The Minnesota Department of
Agriculture is making available
a handbook of best practices

for agricultural land. This first-
of-its-kind handbook outlines
32 of the more important
agricultural conservation
practices that will protect water
quality in Minnesota. The
handbook, designed for farmers,
consultants, agronomists and
environmental professionals,
outlines each best management
practice in detail and documents
the research supporting its

efficacy.

It can be accessed free online
by going to to the Agriculture
Department website and
searching for “agriculture BMP
handbook” or by contacting the
department.

Free online class on
well maintenance

Residents can take advantage of
a free online class that will teach
them what they need to know to
care for their wells properly.

The class was developed by an
Illinois agency, but is available
to anyone. Once homeowners
register, they’ll be sent 10 email
lessons on various topics related
to wells.

Sign up at www.privatewellclass.
org.

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com




Adopt-A-Highway: the perfect win-win

Those roadside Adopt-A-Highway signs
scattered across the county may seem
like little more than emblems of com-
munity service. But in the right hands,
they’re also opportunities for teaching
moments.

Just ask Amber Marko, community jus-
tice program coordinator for the Youth
Service Bureau in Stillwater. The YSB

is one of 10 groups who have picked
up trash on county roadways for 20
years, and they will be honored for their
service at an upcoming meeting of the
Washington County Board of Commis-

sioners.

Marko sees the Adopt-A-Highway pro-
gram as a learning tool for the youths
who pass through her program. The
nonprofit works with minors who have
had small offenses such as disorderly
conduct or possession of marijuana.
Courts will often dispose of the case by
requiring the youth to do community
service.

Several times during the spring and
summer, Marko will take three kids

with her to the YSB stretch of road—
Highway 11 between Stonebridge Trail
and Co. Road 96—to pick up trash.

It’s best, she says, to take a small group
out so they are kept fully busy, and
can see the contents of their trash bag
become very full. That can lead to an
“aha” moment for these kids,

department. Each group is asked for a
two-year renewable commitment, and
to pick up trash at least twice a year.

The county supplies the vests and
garbage bags and picks up the bags from
the side of the road after the groups are
done.

she says, when they see the
physical results of what seems
like a small thoughtless action:
tossing a wrapper out the win-
dow of a car.

“They do learn, and some
things do stick in teenagers’
brains,” Marko says. “And if,
in the future, they think twice
before they throw something
out, that’s a good thing.”

The Adopt-A-Highway program be-
gan in 1991 in the county. All of the
county’s 252 miles of road available to
be adopted have been claimed by 119
groups, with 20 groups on a waiting list,
says Carol Hanson, who coordinates the
program for the county public works
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Hanson says the program is a per-
fect win-win. The county saves about
$82,000 a year in costs to have main-
tenance workers pick up trash. And
groups like YSB get their teaching

moments.

Fire chief gives safety tips for Township residents

Stillwater Fire Chief Stuart Glaser appeared before the
Township Board recently to provide an annual report and
describe some things that Township residents can do to
protect their properties and help the fire department respond

to emergencies as quickly as possible.

Because Stillwater Township is so rural, it creates some special

directions.

be visible from the street. Address numbers should be at
least four inches in height and clearly visible from both

* Vehicle access. Fire trucks are large, and if they are to get

to your structure quickly, they should not be impeded.

Maintain your driveway width, clear branches from

challenges in fighting fires and responding to emergencies.
Glaser suggested these things residents can do to keep their

overhead and make sure gates and access points are at
least 12 feet wide. If you would like the Fire Department

properties safe.

Protection from wildfires. Because the area is rural,
wildfire is a threat. Residents can minimize the danger
by clearing at least a 30-foot perimeter around all their
structures, and making sure that gutters and roofs remain
clear of dead leaves, pine needles or easily ignitable
materials.

Home address visibility. Firefighters can't help you if
they can’t find you. This is a particular problem in a rural
area where driveways are long, and some houses may not

to evaluate your entry area, call the fire department at

(651) 351-4951.

In his report, Glaser also told the board about a new rescue
boat it obtained free from the Department of Natural
Resources last year. The fire department spent $25,000 in
donated funds to repair it and install a fire pump. It is kept
in a slip on the St. Croix, and the department can use it for
emergency situations on the river. It is the only fire boat on
the river, and was used more than a dozen times last year,

Glaser said.
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Contact us

Township meetings are free and open
to the public. Check the bulletin board
at the town hall or the website for cur-
rent agenda and meeting information.

Township Board of Supervisors meets
as necessary on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month at 7 p.m., except
for November and December, when meet-
ings are held on the second Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as neces-
sary on the first Thursday of each month
at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as necessary on
the second Monday of the month at
7 p.m.

Communications Committee meets
three times annually. Check website or
bulletin board for dates and times.

Burning permits
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796
Building inspections
Jack Kramer

(651) 351-5051

Park reservations

Rick Jacobson
(651) 351-0299

Animal Control
Steve Nelson

(651) 439-0796

Township Board of Supervisors
Fred Brandt (651) 491-8486

Linda Countryman (651) 518-8883
Jim Hiniker (651) 351-1867

David Johnson (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt (651) 439-6476

Clerk for Board and Planning

Commission
Kathy Schmoeckel (651) 439-6451

Clerk for Parks and

Communications Committee
Barbara Riehle (651) 275-9484

Township Treasurer
Marsha Olson (651) 275-9178

Police Chief
Steve Nelson (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla (612) 819-8497

Newsletter Editor

Beverli Petrie (651) 430-9294




