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The Boomsite is open, spruced up and ready for visitors

Gloria Sell, the township’s treasurer for the past five years, is 
resigning.

Sell has worked part time as the township treasurer while 
also holding a fulltime job as finance officer for the city of 
Bayport. When she took the job with the township, she 
was working for a small company that had a different fiscal 
year than the township. Now, the township and the town of 
Bayport have the same fiscal year, creating “the same pressure 
points,” Sell says. “And that’s absolutely the only reason I’m 
leaving, because I love this job.”

Township Supervisor Jim Doriott praised Sell’s performance. 
“Since the first day Gloria was on the job, I never had a 
concern about township financial matters. She is a true 
professional and an extremely nice person to match, and I will 
certainly miss her when she leaves her post.” 

Sell, a township resident, works about 20 hours a month for 
the township. She believes her successor will need to have 
a broad range of financial skills because the treasurer must 
perform the following tasks: accounts payable, accounts 
receivable, payroll, budgeting and working with an outside 
auditor to prepare the annual financial report. “It’s almost like 
being the controller of a small company. I liked the variety,” 
she says.

Sell hopes the township will replace her quickly, but she plans 
to stay on until her successor is found. She will then train that 
person, just as she was trained by her predecessor. 

Township officials have not yet prepared a job description for 
the position, but anyone who wants more information should 
call town clerk Pat Bantli at 439-9051. 

Township treasurer Gloria Sell is set to resign

The Boomsite has reopened.The 
picturesque wayside spot on Highway 
95 a few miles north of Stillwater, 
closed last year because of funding 
problems, was reopened in April after a 
refurbishing effort that continues today.

Liz Walton, a landscape architect 

with the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation, said MNDOT crews 
have been working on the Boomsite 
since March trying to clean it up. 

During the year it was closed, the site 
sustained a fair amount of vandalism. 
“Nothing was sacred,” Walton said.

Signs, the doors to the bathrooms and 
even trees were spray-painted with 
graffiti. In addition, crews have had to 
spend considerable time sprucing up 

vegetation and grass 
that hadn’t been 
tended in more than 
a year. 

Walton says it costs 
about $40,000 a 
year to maintain the 
Boomsite. MNDOT 
is looking for a 
partner to help it 
maintain the site 

during the year it will 
remain the agency’s responsibility.

Beginning in April 2008, the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources will 

assume responsibility for maintaining 
the site. Dan Collins, regional manager 
for trails and waterways for the DNR, 
said that the Boomsite, as a highway rest 
stop, isn’t a natural fit for the DNR, but 
that state officials recognized that the 
beloved site needed to be reopened and 
maintained.

It functions as much more than just 
a highway rest stop, he said, adding, 
“This is a site that people have an 
amazing amount of interest in.” 

The Boomsite’s vantage point 
overlooking the St. Croix River makes it 
a destination spot for local residents as 
well as travelers passing through.

Collins said the DNR hopes to find 
partner agencies or groups that will help 
it operate the site and figure out how 
it can be best used. Those discussions 
will probably begin by the end of the 
summer. 

A view from the lower area of the Boomsite



Otto Berg park 
reservations
A new family is taking 
reservations for the picnic 
pavilion in Otto Berg Park.

Township residents Crystal 
and Timm Johnson will take 
reservations and make sure 

the pavilion is cleaned up. 

The pavilion can be rented 
for four hours for $25. A full 
day costs $50. Crystal said 
there are still plenty of times 
available in July and August.

A reservation for the pavilion 
does not entitle a person to 
use the athletic fields.

Johnson also noted that 
there is a lost-and-found 
container at the park at the 
lower parking lot. It’s a black 
plastic container labeled 
“Lost and Found.”

To make a reservation, call 
Crystal at (612) 282-5493.

Shush!
Now that we can have our 
windows open, noise from 
barking dogs, engines, ATVs 
and other power equipment 
can be a problem. Please 
respect your neighbors 
and keep daily noises to 
a minimum.  Do not let 
your dogs remain outside 
when you are away from 
home because barking could 
become an irritant.

Reroofing? You 
need a permit
Do-it-yourselfers should 
be aware that replacing 
the shingles on your house 

requires a building permit. 
The cost of the permit is 
based on the estimated value 
of the project.

Call Jack Kramer at 351-
5051 for more information. 

Curb your off-
road vehicles 

Between April 1 and 
Aug. 1, off-road vehicles 
are not allowed on road 
right-of-ways next to 

township, county and state 
roads.  The only exception 
is for vehicles being used in 
farming. 

Off-road vehicles are never 
allowed on roads or on road 
shoulders.

Parking rules
Township ordinances govern 
what can—and can’t—be 
stored outdoors on your 
property. For instance, boats 
that are more than 25 feet 
in length can’t be stored 
outside in the township. 
The township requires that 
boats less than 25 feet long 
be stored in a resident’s back 
yard. Also, parking of boat 
trailers on township roads is 
prohibited. 

Burning permits 
and recreational 
fires
The DNR burning ban went 
into effect on April 4 and 
could last up to eight weeks.  

A burning permit is 
necessary for anything 
other than a recreational 
fire, which is defined as a 
three-foot square fire. When 
building a recreatioinal fire, 
please be aware of wind 

conditions and dryness in 
the area.

A 24-hour advance notice 
is necessary for obtaining a 
burning permit, which costs 
$15. They are not issued on 
weekends.  

The hours for burning are 6 
p.m. to 8 a.m. 

Contact Steve Nelson for 
permits and information at  
439-0796.

Park rules
All township parks close at 
10:00 p.m. each evening.  
No dogs are allowed in 
township parks. 

Stray dogs
Remember to keep your dogs 
under control at all times, 
and don’t allow them to run 
loose. Stray township dogs 
are taken to Hillcrest Animal 
Hospital (484-7211). If 
a dog is impounded, the 
impoundment fee of $60 
will be added to daily 
boarding fees. If a stray dog 
is found, call Steve Nelson 
(439-0796).

The township does not pick 
up stray cats.

Vacation checks
The Township Police 
Department will keep an eye 
on your property while you 
are out of town. 

Call Steve Nelson (439-
0796) before you leave. 

I n the know

Visit our website at www.stillwatertownship.com



Source: Ramsey-Washington Metro Watershed District at www.rwmwd.org. Click on “Publications” on the right, 	
	            then select “Homeowner Checklist of Invasive Species.”

Other resources: Midwest Invasive Plant Network at mipn.org.
	           The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources at www.dnr.state.mn.us. Click “Publications,” 	
		  then click “Ecological Services.”
	           The University of Minnesota Extension Service at www.extension.umn.edu. 

In the chart above, replace the invasive species in the top row with a native alternative, 
such as the plants in the bottom row.





Stillwater Township residents who wish 
to preserve their land in its natural 
condition into the future can apply to 
become part of a Washington County 
land protection project.

The Land and Water Legacy Program is 
funded by the $20 million referendum 
approved by Washington County voters 
in 2006 to preserve water quality, 
woodlands and other natural areas.

The Legacy Program will accept 
applications from landowners or local 
units of government that are willing to 
sell their land, or an interest in their 
land, to keep it in its pristine condition. 
The application deadline is July 31.

The county expects to protect between 

1,200 and 5,000 acres. The actual 
amount will depend on land values, 
payment plans, and the availability 
of other funds. If matching funds are 
obtained, or if landowners donate land, 
more land could be protected. Based on 
past experience in Washington County 
and similar programs elsewhere, the 
county should be able to match every 
dollar spent with at least $3 from other 
organizations. 

The first expenditure from last 
fall’s referendum is likely to be the 
acquisition of a 5.9 mile right of way 
currently owned by the Minnesota 
Zephyr dinner train and threading 
through Stillwater Township. The 
county would help the Minnesota Parks 

and Trails Council purchase the right of 
way. The corridor would then be sold to 
the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, which would develop it into 
a bike trail to connect to the Gateway 
Trail, a Twin Cities bike trail that its 
supporters hope will eventually link the 
Twin Cities with Duluth.

For more information on the Land 
and Water Legacy Program, and to 
obtain an application form, visit the 
Washington County website at http://
www.co.washington.mn.us/. Click 
on “County Accepts Land and Water 
Legacy Proposals” in the list of news 
stories on the home page. Or call Jan 
Harper at 430-6011.

Apply now for a county program to preserve land for the future

Tips and hints for maintaining your septic system
Few of us give much thought to our 
septic system until something goes 
wrong. And then the consequences can 
be financially catastrophic. Repairing or 
replacing a septic system can cost up to 
$10,000.

Here are some tips and hints to keep 
your system operating at its best, not 
only for your pocketbook, but for the 
environment, too. 

• Septic systems must be pumped 
periodically, usually every 18 to 30 
months. It depends on the size of house 
and number of occupants. A worksheet 
to determine the frequency for your 
household is at the website listed below.
Driving heavy vehicles in your septic 
drainage area can damage the system. 
Good soil treatment depends on 
undisturbed, uncompacted, unsaturated 
soil to treat wastes. Don’t drive anything 
heavier than a lawnmower on it.

• A vegetative cover, such as grass, 
should be planted over your drain field. 
But don’t plant trees, or other plants 
with deep, invasive roots, within five 
feet of the system.

• Overloading your septic system with 

large amounts of water can flush solids 
out of the tank before it has a chance 
to separate the solids, scum and water. 
Consequently, avoid washing many 
loads of laundry on the same day.
Further limit the amount of “clean” 
water that goes into the system by 
conserving water: Fix leaks; install low-
flow toilets 
and showers; 
flush toilets 
less often; 
take shorter 
showers; 
shut off the 
water while 
shaving or 
brushing 
teeth; keep 
a pitcher of 
water in the 
refrigerator 
instead of running the tap to get cool 
water.

• Don’t flush anything but personal 
wastes and toilet paper. Anything else 
can clog or interfere with the system. 
(Facial tissues are not designed to break 
down the way toilet paper does.)

• Provide a layer of hay or straw over 
the area for wintertime to prevent the 
dreaded frozen septic system.

• Limit your use of antibacterial 
soaps or cleaners. They can kill the 
natural bacteria in the septic tank that 
is required for the system to work 

properly.

• Use cleansers sparingly. 
The chemicals aren’t good 
for the septic system.

• Do not use a garbage 
disposal. Septic systems are 
not made to handle that 
kind, and amount of, waste.

• Dispose of all solvents, 
paints, antifreeze and 
chemicals through local 
recycling. These materials 
kill beneficial bacteria 
and may pass through to 

drinking water.

For more information, visit the 
University of Minnesota extension 
service website at http://www.extension.
umn.edu/. Click on “Environment,” 
and click on “Sewage Treatment.” 



Township Board of Supervisors
Linda Countryman  (651) 351-0714
Jim Doriott  (651) 439-8499
Jim Hiniker  (651) 351-1867
David Johnson  (651) 439-5448
Sheila-Marie Untiedt  (651) 439-6476

Township Clerk
Pat Bantli  (651) 439-9051

Clerk for Parks and  
Planning Commmission
Kathy Schmoeckel  (651) 439-6451

Township Treasurer
Gloria Sell   (651) 430-1454

Police Chief
Steve Nelson   (651) 439-0796

Website Publisher
Bob Ranalla  (612) 819-8497  

Newsletter Editor
Beverly Petrie   (651) 430-9294

Township meetings are free and open 
to the public. Check the bulletin board 
at the town hall or the website for cur-
rent agenda and meeting information.

Township Board of Supervisors 
meets on the second and fourth  
Thursdays of each month at 7 p.m., 
except for November and December, 
when it meets only on the second 
Thursday.

Planning Commission meets as 
necessary on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

Parks Committee meets as neces-
sary on the second Monday of the 
month at 7 p.m.

Find this information plus email addresses at www.stillwatertownship.com

Burning permits
Steve Nelson
(651) 439-0796

Building inspections
Jack Kramer 
(651) 351-5051

Park reservations
Crystal Johnson
(612) 282-5493

Recycling information
Karen Richtman
(651) 351-9162

Animal Control
Steve Nelson
(651) 439-0796

Meetings If you need..... Contact us

Stillwater Township
P.O. Box 117
Stillwater, MN 55082
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