
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 

June 14, 2010 - Town Hall - 7:00 p.m. 

 
PRESENT:  Chairperson Rod Hunter, Committee Members  Lori Meyers, Jim Doriott, 

Michael Ranalla and Rick Jacobson and Town Board Supervisor Liaison, Matt Beane. 

 

1.   AGENDA -M/S/P Ranalla/Doriott moved to adopt the agenda as written. (5 ayes)  

 

2. MINUTES - M/S/P Ranalla/Doriott moved to approve the May 10, 2010 

 Stillwater Township Park Committee meeting minutes as written. (5 ayes) 

 

3. LITTLE CARNELIAN PARK   
 

 Neighbors Present: 
 

  John & Chris Kipp   O.J. & Ruth Rustad  

  15380 North 113
th
 Street  15350 North 113

th 
Street 

 

There was a discussion about the recent activities that have formulated since the lake 

level has gone down.  There seems to be an increased volume of usage of the Park and 

individuals have been migrating onto private properties.  This has caused  several 

occurrences of trespassing.  Neighbors have noticed bonfires, camping, alcoholic 

beverages, dogs, and swearing going on at the park.  They have concerns about their 

families privacy and safety. 

 

Chairperson Rod Hunter opened the discussion.  The following concerns and comments 

were made. 

 John Kipp - Now that the buckthorn has been removed their property is more visible 

from the trail and therefore has caused an increase of trespassers. 

 Rick Jacobson (Park Manager) - When he was asked by Steve Nelson he went down 

personally to survey the park and did see some individuals with alcohol.  He noted the 

area of clearing and made a comment to have a cluster of trees as a visual barrier. 

Also Rick noted that since the lake level is low the beach area  has become more 

attractive and the boundaries of the park at the lake become unclear. 

 Chris Kipp - Basically people want to walk around the lake on the beach but that is 

private property. We don’t feel safe without our dogs with us.  When we approach 

people they tell us they have lake “rights” and things get verbal. 

 Ruth Rustad - We live two homes away from the park.  The Kipp residence is a buffer 

for us however we are experiencing problems as well.  People use our dock, our 

benches and leave cigarettes and garbage on our property.  This is our backyard and 

we do not feel safe.  When people are told they are trespassing some are nice and 

leave while others are not.  We have concerns that people come when they are not 

there.  We have tried to communicate with  both Washington County (non-

emergency)  and the township Peace officer but have been given confusing 

information.  We would like to educate our township. 

 John Kipp - How do we discourage and prevent this from continuing?  Suggestions of 

a boulder wall, chain link fencing or a split rail fence that could be assembled and 
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disassembled as the water levels change were made.  Also some additional signage 

could be helpful.  We understand that some people will still not obey. 

 Ruth Rustad - What does the Park board feel about this issue?  We are looking for a 

representative to help us. 

 Rod Hunter - The DNR has said we cannot put a boulder wall or physical barrier in 

the lake area due to navigational problems.  I think Education goes a long way.  We 

can put information on out website pertaining to this issue or private vs. public 

property. 

 John Kipp - A lot of Wisconsin license plates are those parked in the lot.  How do we 

inform them? 

 Jim Doriott - We can move some boundary signs and  place them closer to the lake. 

 John Kipp - Some people took the signs down . 

 O.J. Rustad - What about a buoyed roped area for property line? 

 Matt Beane - Does the sheriff patrol the lake? 

 Chris Kipp - We have to call to have them come. 

 Ruth Rustad - We want respectful behavior and people to swim and use the 

designated park not our personal rafts. 

 Rick Jacobson - Does the raft say “private property on it?” 

 Ruth Rustad - Yes, it came like that.  Can we work with a member of the park board 

to get this resolved? 

 Jim Doriott - We would need some clarification from our attorney. 

 O.J. Rustad - We would like to see some education - website, etc.  There already is a 

posted sign and yet people do not follow the “No dog” rule.  There needs to be 

consequences for this behavior. 

 Jim Doriott - I will move another sign to the park edge. 

 John Kipp - Our neighbor on the other side of the park has signs lying in the woods. 

 Ruth Rustad - Can’t we deter people with some sort of physical barrier, whether it be 

a buoy or split rail fence? Our lot lines go to the center of the lake.  She brought and 

was able to show the committee a survey of this. 

 Rick Jacobson - Some people wander the lake.  Lines and fences aren’t going to keep 

them away.  Signage will only keep the accidental wanderers away.  I think this is 

really a law enforcement issue.  Perhaps we need a park manager or someone who 

can pick up the park periodically  and be that “awareness person”. 

 Jim Doriott - What about cemented four foot timbers bolted down? 

 Ruth Rustad - Some public beaches have fences. 

 John Kipp - We need something that we can put out and take in every year. 

 O.J. Rustad - Like anchored buoys. 

 Ruth Rustad - How do we get support? 

 Rick Jacobson - Enforcement. 

 Rod Hunter - Have you checked with Washington County? 

 Chris Kipp - The park closes at 10:00 p.m. start ticketing. 

 Matt Beane - Will forward this information to the Town Board at the next meeting. 

 Lori Meyers - Have you thought about putting up the split rail fencing yourself? 

 John Kipp - yes, we are concerned about retaliation/ vandalism target plus we would 

like the other side of the park to be consistent with us. 

 Rick Jacobson - We have already moved the path . 
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The public discussion ended.  Mr. & Mrs. Kipp and Mr. & Mrs. Rustad left. 

 

A brief discussion followed with a recommendation being referred to the Town Board 

that any screening or planting be installed by the individual homeowner .  

M/S/P Meyers/ Ranalla (5 ayes). 

  

4. FRIENDS OF STILLWATER  - Lori Meyers brought a flyer draft for members to 

 review.  It was well received.  Lori will edit and will forward to our attorney for 

 further review. Thoughts are to have this brochure available on racks in our parks 

 and have a downloadable version on our website for donations. 

 

5. OTTO BERG PARK -  

 A.)  Playground Chips - Raleigh’s were contacted and if we can get the chips they 

 will do it. There was further discussion of how much to get.  Since we were 

 already approved for the chips we will contact Central Wood and St. Croix 

 Recreation again to verify that the order would be for delivery of six inches.  A 

 day will be chosen for delivery. 

 

 B.) Slide - A bid from Roettger Welding was reviewed to lower the slide 10 

 inches.  Park board is asking for approval costs to not exceed $300.  

 M/S/P- Hunter/Ranalla (5 ayes). 

 

 C.) On-Site Toilets - Report from our Park Manager that due to the higher volume 

 of users the toilets are in “bad” shape.  To solve this, either  add another toilet for 

 $40 or an additional dump visit for $45.  Each toilet can handle up to 250 users 

 therefore an additional cleaning makes more sense. A motion was made to go to 

 2x cleaning per week. 

 M/S/P - Meyers/Hunter (5 ayes). 

 

 D.) Tree/Shrub Request - Rick Jacobson reported that last month he requested  

 $1,000 from the board and received some trees and shrubs that he got from 

 Axdahls, which was paid for by reducing their line of credit.  Now a request is 

 being made for $2,000 worth of additional trees and shrubs to enhance our Park 

 yet preserving open space. A motion made to the town board and perhaps to work 

 with Axdahls again with their line of credit. 

 M/S/P - Doriott/Meyers (4 ayes, Jacobson abstain).   

    

6. WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER - The Community Garage Sale event dates are set for 

 Friday and Saturday, June 25
th

-26
th

, details are on the website.  Rick Jacobson 

will handle a Craigslist posting of the event.  There seems to be a good turn out so far.  

For now we are only allowing Township residents to participate however we may open it 

up to neighboring communities to participate at the Town hall, space permitting.  

7. PARK AND TRAIL CONCERNS - 

   Rick Jacobson will handle getting a Porta Potty at Little Carnelian Park. 

  Rod Hunter reported some trail grading but had concerns for new weed growth 
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 due to the rain. 

 

8. TOWNSHIP PICNIC -The following ideas were discussed. 

  Inflatable bouncer - Jim Doriott passed around pricing from Jubilee Amusement 

 Rental.  Members agreed the rental place must have insurance. 
 

(Michael Ranalla left). 
 

  Food items:  Menu will consist of hot dogs, buns, condiments, chips, pop/water 

 and sweet corn.  Concerns for ice cream and keeping them from melting. 

  Do we have interest in expanding to a (Collectible/Classic) Car Show? 

  Dedication of Pavilion to Pat Bantli  

  Music - Lori Meyers suggested we look into a Bluegrass Band or another local 

 musician. 

  Wacky hair and face painting may not do this year, instead looking into Jubilee 

 Amusement games. 

 Dave Johnson has a grill and corn roaster he is  willing to lend them to us again. 

 

A motion was made to request funding for our picnic, not to exceed $1,500. 

M/S/P - Doriott/Hunter (4 ayes). 

 

9. NEW/OTHER BUSINESS -  

 Pat Bantli was present to learn more about the dedication.  A plaque will be 

 designed and made up to represent Pat’s 36 years of  service and dedication 

to our  community.  Lori Meyers will check with Valley Trophy and Rivard Stone and 

 will place an order.  She will make sure we have a completion date of August 22 

 so that we can present this to Pat at the picnic. 
   

10. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT - Matt Beane reported on recent Town 

 Board activities.   

 

11. NEXT MEETING -The next meeting will be Monday, July 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT - M/S/P-Jacobson/Doriott moved to adjourn. 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 

 

 Submitted by:  Barbara Riehle/Deputy Clerk  


