STILLWATER TOIWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
TOWN HALL - JUNE 7, 2018 - 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Chairperson Robert Geisen, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Kimberly Johnson,
Alan Robbins-Fenger, Tim Sinclair and Carole Yoho, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Supervisor
David Johnson, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and Planner Sherri Buss.

1. AGENDA — M/S/P Robbins-Fenger/Cutler moved to adopt the agenda as written. (6 ayes)

2. MINUTES — M/S/P Sinclair/Yoho moved to approve the May 3, 2018 Stillwater Township
Planning Commission Meeting minutes as written. (6 ayes)

3. SOLAR ENERGY — Scandia’s ordinance was reviewed. It was noted that a 17 or 18 kilowatt
ground-mounted solar system should provide sufficient energy for a typical household. The Commission
recommended this standard rather than Xcel’s standard that the system could be up to 120% of the
current energy use of the property because the Township could not easily verify property owners’
energy use or translate this into a structure size.

With respect to ground-mounted solar systems, there was consensus on the following items:

e Location — They should be located on the side or rear of the primary residence wherever
possible. This would be the same as the requirements for other accessory buildings. If it has to
be in the front it would require approval of a variance and the conditions could require
screening from views from the right of way and neighboring homes. They should be located to
prevent glare.

e Size — We will allow up to 800 square feet. The solar system does not count as an accessory
structure. Systems over 800 square feet are not allowed, unless for a farm over 20 acres and it
is for agriculture use and in that case a CUP would be required.

e The limitation on the number and area of accessory structures that is included in the Zoning
Ordinance should not apply to ground-mounted solar systems.

e Building permits are required in all cases.

e Abandonment — If a system is abandoned, it must be removed.

There will be a public hearing on the draft ordinance at the August meeting. The hearing will also
include several other minor changes that the Planning Commission recommended to the zoning
Ordinance at previous meetings in 2018.

4, LIVESTOCK OPERATIONS —
There was discussion of honeybees. These are not strictly considered livestock. Sherri Buss will check
into examples of ordinances from other communities, and provide information at the August meeting.

With respect to chickens, there was consensus on the following items:
e They need to be contained within the owner’s yard.
o  We will allow up to 5 chickens or other domestic fowl per acre on lots less than 5 acres with no
permit required.
e No guinea hens and no roosters.
e We allow chickens to be slaughtered on the property.
e Inthe sample ordinance, change the word “daily” to “regularly” under items 2.16(D)10.
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e The performance standards should be the same as in the sample ordinance.

There will be a public hearing on the draft ordinance at the August meeting. The Planner’s information
on raising and regulating chickens on smaller lots will be put on our website.

5. OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT — Transition Zone references should be deleted from the
ordinance. Does this fit with our Comprehensive Plan? This allows for more units than a traditional
development and also requires the need for fewer roadways.

Section 4.1 Purpose and Scope of the current ordinance was reviewed. In the first sentence the word
“encourage” should be changed to “manage”. Items (3) and (4) should be deleted.

There was discussion of who would hold the easements for the areas dedicated for permanent
conservation. The Minnesota Land Trust has reconsidered holding easements under some
circumstances such at areas that are of high ecological quality. They are willing to hold the easements
for a new Open Space Development in Afton that will protect a trout stream, for example. The County
may consider holding the easement if the property fits with the goals of their Land and Water Legacy
Program. Some Townships have allowed the Homeowners’ Association to hold the easement with an
escrow payment to the Township to cover any future legal costs. The Planning Commission’s consensus
was that the easement must be held by the Minnesota Land Trust, Washington County, DNR or similar
organization and that they would recommend that the Township should not hold, monitor or enforce
easements. They also recommended that HOA’s should not hold and enforce the easements because
many HOA’s become inactive over time.

Open Space should be contiguous. May Township’s requirement that 75% of the open space be in a
contiguous area is an example of this approach.

More discussion at the August meeting.

6. PLANNER’S PACKETS — They will continue to be mailed to the Planning Commission.

7. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT — Lee Busse and David Johnson reported on recent Town Board
activities.

8. ADJOURNMENT — M/S/P Robbins-Fenger/Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting. (6 ayes)

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel
Stillwater Township Clerk
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