
 

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 

May 11, 2015 – Town Hall – 7:00 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Michael Ranalla, Park Committee Members Bonnie Haines, Vanessa 

Barvels, Lori Meyers and Kelly Shantz. Town Board Supervisor Liaison Linda Countryman, Park 

Manager Jackie Garofalo and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle. 

REGULAR MEETING 

1.  AGENDA – M/S/P Meyers/Barvels moved to adopt the amended agenda as written. (4 ayes) 

2.  MINUTES – M/S/P Haines/Meyers moved to approve the 04/13/15 meeting minutes as 

written. (4 ayes) 

3.  PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS 
Otto Berg Park – 

Additional Playground work - Members discussed the need for 2-3 quotes before the Park 

committee will present to the Town Board.  Member Lori Meyers reported that North Valley, 

Inc. is not able to provide a quote for this project.  Members suggest contacting Schifsky 

Landscape and Brochman Paving.  Further discussion at a future meeting. 

(Kelly Shantz arrives) 

Tennis Court Doctor – Member Lori Meyers reported that she contacted Richard Kunz.  He 

suggested a top coat to fix the chipping problem.  Members believe this is an ongoing problem 

and that it will only keep happening.  It was suggested to look into other coating/different 

products.  Members will get quotes from places such as “Snap Sports”, “Sport Court” and will 

check with the High School to see who they used because the life expectancy for these surfaces 

may be a lot longer.  Members will report back at the next meeting.  Member Bonnie Haines 

suggests we have someone review the park for damages that the hail storm produced and to 

look into whether our insurance could cover this. Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will follow up 

with Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel on the process to inspect damage after a storm.  Park Manager 

Jackie Garofalo will be asked to clean up any pieces in the park left from the damage.  

Dogs in our Parks - Members suggest our Park Manager contact the organizations, such as the 

SCVAA, who use our parks to remind coaches and parents that dogs are NOT allowed. Another 



P a g e  | 2 

 

sign on the ball fence could be helpful.  Jackie is also working to have the “NO PETS” sign 

moved.  

Dead Tree Removal– Two trees at Otto Berg Park (Shag Bark Hickory and Red Oak) will need to 

be removed.  Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will ask Steve Nelson to have STS remove them.  Park 

Manager Jackie Garofalo is working with Raleigh’s to remove other fallen trees within the 

township.  Member Bonnie Haines checked on pricing to replace the trees and they are too 

costly. 

Baseball Fencing – Back-stop baseball fencing is in need of repair or replacement.  Member 

Bonnie Haines will make contact with places like Century Fence and Midwest Fencing and will 

report back with quotes. 

Maintenance Budget- Supervisor Linda Countryman will contact our Treasurer to get a 

breakdown on both Capital and General fund so that the committee can work to address much 

needed improvements and repairs. 

STS Work Update – Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle gave an update given via email from Steve 

Nelson.  Recently the crew worked on Curtis Hills and Ochipwe/97th Street.  They are scheduled 

to be out again on May 30th.  The Park committee requests will be given to Steve Nelson to 

have them remove dead trees and to rake both the volleyball court at Otto Berg and the beach 

at Little Carnelian.  Further information can be found on the website.   

Arcola Heights Park – 

Picnic Table – Assistant Park Manager Kelley Shantz has the key to the picnic table and will 

make a key copy.  He reports a large nick on the top of the table.   

Little Carnelian Park – No report. 

Otchipwe Prairie Trail- Member Michael Ranalla reported there is a pile of recently cut trees 

and brush that need removal.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will follow up. 

Curtiss Hills Trail – Town Board Supervisor Linda Countryman reported trees fell into the fields 

next to the Otchipwie Trail area, near 100th Street. She asked if the township would be 

responsible for their removal. 

Quarry Avenue Trail – No report. 

4.  OTHER/NEW BUSINESS –  
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Eagle Scout Project – Scout McKinley Beane from St. Michael’s Church Troop #123 was present 

to discuss ideas for and Eagle Project.  The following ideas were discussed: 

 Arcola Heights – moving sign to a more visible location and landscaping 

 Port-a-potty fencing 

 Landscape wall (addition) to south side of Town Hall building. 

 Ga-ga ball pit – an octagon shaped variant of dodgeball game enclosure 
 
Mr. Beane will present an idea to his District leader for approval and will come back to discuss 
further with the Park Committee. 
 
Trail Maintenance Schedule/Guidebook - Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will oversee trail 

maintenance to help reduce engineering costs.   Countryman proposed that periodic check 

of all trails be done by our Park Manager for all issues, including erosion. Jackie is assembling a 

Park Manager's guide and a checklist for all Parks and Trails. 

Playground equipment inspection – Park Manager Jackie Garofalo had the monkey bars 

tightened.  Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will follow up with Bill Johnson from Northland 

Recreation (Formerly known as Parkitecture) about the special socket needed and will forward 

the checklist to Jackie. 

Port-o-potty Surround Repairs – Local resident Jim Doriott was asked to repair/reinforce the 

toilet surrounds at both Little Carnelian and Arcola Heights. 

Picnic - Members asked Liaison Linda Countryman to check with the Town Board.  If approved 
the event date would be Sunday, August 16th Rain or Shine with reduced hours of 12-3pm.  It 
was highly suggested and recommended that the Town Board Supervisors, Planning 
Commission, Communication Committee and all Park Members attend. Ideas and planning 
would be addressed at a future meeting.  If approved, a recommendation was made to the 
Town Board for a budget not to exceed $1,300. 
 

5.  TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Linda Countryman reported.   

6. COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE REPORT – An update was given. 

7.   NEXT MEETING – June 8, 2015 

8.  ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Shantz/Barvels moved to adjourn the meeting. (5 ayes) 

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 


