
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION  
MAY 3, 2018 - Stillwater Township Hall – 7:00 PM 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Robert Geisen, Planning Commissioners Tim Sinclair, Rick Robbins, Alan 

Robbins-Fenger, Carole Yoho, Robyn Stoller and Kimberly Johnson.  Deputy Clerk Barbara 

Riehle, Town Board Supervisor Rod Hunter, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and Planner Sherri 

Buss. 

 
1.  AGENDA – M/S/P Robbins-Fenger/Robbins moved to approve the agenda as written.                    

 (7 ayes) 
 
2.  MINUTES - M/S/P Stoller/Sinclair moved to approve the 4/5/18 meeting minutes as written. 
(6 ayes, Johnson abstain) 
 
3.  ACCESSORY SOLAR USE      
       Presentation – Mr. Brian Allen (Vice President) and Mr. Jeff Wiberg (Solar Consultant) 

from All Energy Solar presented a Power Point.  There was a discussion and Q&A from the 
Commission and Planner.   
 
The Township’s Planning Commission is currently updating the Zoning Ordinance 
regulations that permit Accessory Solar Energy Systems.  The Commission is primarily 
looking at additional standards for use to address issues such as: 

o Maximum height of ground mounted solar systems. 
o Maximum size for typical use on an accessory structure that serve 

residential uses. 
o Potentially exempting the solar energy systems from the limits currently 

in place on the number and size of accessory structures that are 
permitted on a parcel. 

 
The Township currently requires a building permit for accessory solar systems, and they must 
meet the requirements for all accessory structures.  The majority of systems that have been 
permitted in the Township are “roof mounted” versus “ground mounted” systems.  In most 
ordinances, standards for solar systems differ based on topography and whether the systems 
are located on existing structures such as sheds, garages and pole buildings or are free-standing 
structures. 
 
Planner Sherri Buss provided a copy of an Accessory Solar Ordinance developed for City of 
Scandia as an example for discussion.  Scandia’s Ordinance looked at data from Wright County 
and other local governments regarding the typical size of ground mounted systems, and the 
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ordinance permits typical systems with a building permit, but requires a Conditional Use Permit 
for larger systems, so that the community has some ability to regulate the location and visibility 
of the system.  Stillwater Township residents would likely have screening concerns and the 
overall appearance of solar systems because residents have had similar concerns about other 
accessory structures.  
 
 
The All Energy Solar representatives discussed the different sizes of solar structures and 
efficiency and ratings (how much energy a solar panel can produce over time).  Solar Panels 
generally have a production warranty of 25 years.  Xcel Energy has a permitting application 
process to connect to the grid and offer a “% buy back” energy program based on the previous 
12 months energy consumption.  They stated that Xcel Energy sets a size limit of 120% of 
current use or up to 20 kilowatts for residential systems, and advocated that the Township use 
that size limit in its ordinance.  Members asked a variety of questions about how the systems 
are constructed, sized, and operated. 
 
The Commissioners would like to do more research on “Solar Panel Glare”.  The performance 
standard in the Scandia ordinance requires that all Solar Energy Systems shall be designed and 
located in order to prevent reflective glare toward any inhabited buildings on adjacent 
properties, as well as adjacent street right-of-way. The solar representatives stated that the 
types of systems used in residential applications generate glare that is similar to windows—
most of the panels are designed to absorb as much sunlight as possible, not reflect it. 
 
Planner Sherri Buss will pull together setback information and provide more information to the 
Planning Commission for further discussion at their next meeting. 
 
The Commissioners noted that overall, to keep the Township’s Rural Character is of great 
importance.  Therefore, regulation will be based on township values. 
 
  
4.  PERMITTED USES  

❖ Livestock and Livestock Operations – A resident with 4 ½ acres would like to have 
several chickens, but the ordinance requires a minimum of 5 acres to have livestock.  Do 
we want to make an exception to the minimum lot size rule?  Planner Sherri Buss will 
draft an ordinance to reflect the following: limit to the number of chickens, coop 
setback requirements and no roosters. Further discussion at the next month meeting. 

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

o Open Space Development ordinance – The Commission will begin discussing this 
ordinance at the Discussion at June Meeting and continue it in August. 
 

6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Town Board Liaison Lee Busse reported. 
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7. NEXT MEETING – June 7, 2018 (NO July Meeting) 
   
10. ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned M/S/P- Robbins/Robbins-Fenger  
 (7 ayes) 
 
 
Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 


