STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE
May 9, 2011 - Town Hall - 7:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Chairperson Michael Ranalla, Park Committee Members Jim Doriott,
Bonnie Haines, Lori Meyers, Rick Jacobson and Rod Hunter. Town Board Supervisor
Liaison, Matt Beane along with Town Board Members David Johnson, Sheila-Marie
Untiedt, Jim Hiniker, Linda Countryman and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle.

1.

2.

of

AGENDA -M/S/P Hunter/Meyers moved to adopt the agenda as written. (6 ayes)

MINUTES - M/S/P Doriott/Haines moved to approve the April 11, 2011
Stillwater Township Park Committee meeting minutes as written. (6 ayes)

PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS

- Arcola Heights -
There was a working discussion with Park committee members, Town Board
Supervisors and residents of Arcola Heights regarding concerns with the proposed
disc golf course. A petition has circulated among households having 53
signatures which represent 32 of the 47 households indicating the majority to
oppose this type of activity in the park. The Park committee and Board
Supervisors responded and addressed those concerns with a Q & A type format.

Overall cost:

A letter from Caroll Henderson, DNR, and from Tara Kelly, director of Eco
Restoration with Belwin Conservancy was briefly discussed. An estimate for the
prairie restoration to bring it back to full potential was given to park members.

Maintenance expense:
Very low maintenance costs are expected. Arcola Heights gets mowed half as
much as Otto Berg and generally only in the center of the park.

Road/driving hazards/Traffic and parking:

This park is on a hill and windy road with an “S* curve (blind). The road speed
limit is posted as 30mph vs. 55 mph at the Otto Berg location.

Park members stated, you cannot compare the two parks - they have totally
different usage. Park member Rick Jacobson who is also our Parks Manager
mentioned the need for more baseball and football fields in our community and
could easily occupy this park with “touch football”” a no equipment type practice
location. Rick was also willing to extend his park managerial services to Arcola
Heights.

Members believe there is adequate parking along the cul-de-sac and on one side
the roadway.

Toilet:

Q: Would there be a port-a-potty? A: Yes, that only makes sense.

It could be left out seasonally, lock it or take it out, whichever. Usually it would
be from end of October to early April.
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Signage:

. The appropriate signage would be posted.

. Q: Would there be signs for “No Alcohol”? A: Yes, standard signage uniform to
our other parks indicating rules with the statement of “no alcohol” among other
things.

. Some residents want sign and others do not. Our engineer will need to have a
look to make sure appropriate signage such as “caution, curve ahead” be posted.

. Among the signage, Park member Lori Meyers would like to see it be a tobacco
free park. By having the signage, this can be enforceable.

Security:
. A resident had some internet feedback from a website editorial stating pros/cons

for a “no fee disc golf course”. He felt that it would be a draw for vandals.
Adding that some parks had to close down because of this. On a “Pay to play”
course vandalism and trouble would be less likely to happen.

. Park member Rod Hunter stated that this is a township park for all residents to
enjoy. There would not be a lot of infrastructure. Depending on the popularity of
the course will determine if it will get used a lot. The activity itself is popular but
he would be surprised if this park would have an overwhelming draw of people.

. A resident felt it would only be a matter of time before Arcola Heights gets put on
the list for disc golf courses.
. Q: Who will use this? Our neighborhood? A: Township residents.

. A resident spoke with the Willow River State Park Manager and they stated
people from miles came to play disc golf. There was also mention of other disc
golf courses at Brekke Park in Oak Park Heights and also in Edina.

. A resident of Arcola Heights had a concern that our township peace officer does
not always personally respond to the neighborhood and that usually it is a
Washington County sheriff who comes. She contacted Sheriff Hutton and
expressed her concern to him noting that by adding this type of activity to our
township park that his office would have to respond. Steve Nelson will be
contacted regarding this.

. Q: How many people do you see using this activity? A: Unknown.
Other:
. A resident had received information via phone and stated that other parks have
had problems.
. Residents gave park members a “Fit Trail” pamphlet to park members to look at.
. Our township attorney is looking at the zoning issue regarding the definition of a

full size golf course and the potential need for a conditional use permit and will
report to the town board.

. Residents felt that members were ignoring their concerns and have been
researching the background of disc golf and felt it was a waste of money.
. Park member Rod Hunter stated that their would be pros and cons of any activity

available on the internet. He said back when they put in the volleyball and
basketball court at Otto Berg there was concerns but it has proven to be an asset to
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our township. It gets used a lot.

. Q: What about putting the exercise course on the parks small undeveloped
triangular property across the street from Otto Berg? A: Over the years we have
tried to find a fitting use for that piece of park property but have found safety
issues across the board.

. Q: Why not put this exercise course which is private and not in trails up at Arcola
Heights instead of this disc golf? A: The intent was to find a recreational
activity that would blend with nature. The park committee had decided this disc
golf course would be a nice fit and then the SHIP (Statewide Health Improvement
Program) grant came along and gave us the incentive to move forward.

. Q: Why would we want to make our rural township with butterflies into an active
park? A: We want to improve our parks for the best interest of everyone in our
community.

. A resident expressed that he didn’t want to see 25, 30, 40 cars up at Arcola

Heights on a Sat./Sun. - this is a quiet community. A dead-end street centrally
located. A member responded that this is where a lot of our parks are. The park
committee is trying to maximize space for the greater township and find a low
impact use of this park.

. Q: How come no one ever asked us residents what we wanted? A: The
committee is working to find a low impact usage to benefit the community as a
whole.

. Town Board Supervisor, Linda Countryman stated that in order to move forward

we need to address the most significant issues. Park member, Lori Meyers said
that if necessary we would find a new location for the disc golf.

. Park manager and member, Rick Jacobson reported that on an average 6-10 cars
at a time are parked at Otto Berg to use the basketball and volleyball facilities and
other than the organized athletics that is the most he has seen at one time.

. A resident expressed that the committee is only giving broad generalities and that
members don’t know how many cars would park at one time. “We don’t want to
be an experiment.” Members said, it is hard to determine what the popularity will
be at this time.

. Park member Rod Hunter stated that this would be relatively passive and that
yelling and screaming would not be common but that residents may hear

laughing.

. Q: What about the prairie, we don’t want it ruined? A: Nothing would change,
the trails would still be there.

. Q: Would it be safe to walk without getting hit by a flying Frisbee? A: Most
players would have the respect and courtesy to wait so that this would limit this
from happening.

. Town Board Supervisor, Jim Hiniker would like to focus to make it work. He
made a suggestion to police the road more and to perhaps try a 6-hole target
instead of 9-holes and to charge non-residents for use as we do at Pine Point Park.
He also suggested we have 3 to 4 volunteers on the first few weekends. Park
members would be like to put in all 9-holes but could try putting up only 6-hole
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present

held

targets/baskets and see how it goes, by doing this we could achieve an acceptable
amount of traffic.

Q: Who designed this? A: Boy scout Jacob Doneux did the layout.

This is an amateur recreational level not a professional grade course.

Q: When will the engineer respond, the road is not going to change? A: He will
take a look and the appropriate signage will be posted.

Park member Lori Meyers felt that residents were stereotyping those that will use
an activity like this. She felt like residents thought only hooligans, vandals and
people who drink and do drugs will use this. On the contrary, this type of activity
would be used by individuals who are active, runners and even nature lovers will
use it.

A resident thought the usage would be more like 8 months not 3 months.
Members responded that probably spring to fall seasons.

Overall recap:

Park members would pull out or discontinue the use of disc golf in the park if it
became a problem.

Q: How much is too much? You have no plan or definition? A: Itis hard to
define. After a period of time it would be evaluated. People would understand
what they can and cannot do there.

Town Board Supervisor, David Johnson addressed the issue of having our
professional engineer look at this and will follow up with him. Back when this
road was developed it was signed of on then indicating this is an appropriate valid
roadway going into the subdivision. The cul-de-sac potential to be a though road
in the future should Raleigh gravel pit be developed. He feels the park committee
has done a fine job promoting a recreational activity within our community
primarily for our residents. By setting parameters we can obtain a mutually
beneficial use of this park. He also feels our peace officer would need to drive up
there to monitor more frequently.

More discussion on this issue will be addressed at the next Town Board meeting
scheduled for Thursday, May 12, 2011.

-Arbor Day-

Members Jim Doriott, Lori Meyers and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle were

to meet the residents. The perpetual plaque was not ready but a new frame
pictures of the event.
Haines Tree Service will invoice for the purchase of the trees and removal of
other trees and a limb that was causing problems to the town hall building.
Member Bonnie Haines reported that the roof should be looked at, there may be
damage to where the limb was rubbing.
Since newly planted trees need to be watered frequently, about 5 gallons per tree
per week, members suggested our park manager look into purchasing a 20 gallon
tank for the 4-wheeler. There is a plan in place to replace some trees and
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purchase new in the future so this would be beneficial to have. Our liaison Matt
Beane will  bring this to the boards attention at the next meeting.

park

-Sentence to Serve (STS)-
We have STS for May 28-29" (Memorial Day Weekend).
In the following order:
1.) Buckthorn removal at Otto Berg Park.
2.) Clean up along Little Carnelian Park Trail. There are piles of brush to be
removed.
3.) Prickly ash removal at Arcola Heights Park. Crew leaders need to know to
not remove anything other than the prickly ash. Special note to not pull Plum
trees or any other native plants.
4.) Buckthorn removal along the Curtiss Hills Trail.
**|t was suggested that perhaps a map would be helpful.

SPRING ACTIVITIES

Easter Egg Hunt- Overall it went well. It was an overwhelming success.
Members received a couple of disappointment remarks but overall had positive
feedback. Park members will fine tune details for next year.

Garage Sale - The 2nd Annual Stillwater Township Community Garage Sale will
be June 24 - 25, 2011. Residents can reserve a spot at the Township Hall to sell
their goods or they can add their name to the Garage Sale Map for others to visit
their home. The township is not offering tables this year. More signs to be
purchased. Details on our website.

Picnic - This year the Annual Stillwater Township Community Picnic is planned
for August 21, 2011. We are planning to add music this year. Details for the
event will be discussed at a future meeting.

Farmer’s Market - The Stillwater Township Farmer's Market is set to start on
June 15, 2011. The Farmer's Market will once again be held at the town hall
parking lot every Wed. through out the summer. Space is still available for $40.00
for the season. Every year brings a different market with new selections.

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER
Member Lori Meyers, liaison to the Communications Committee reported .

OTHER BUSINESS

Our Park Manager, Rick Jacobson reported the gophers are back in Otto Berg
but for now it is under control.

The Tennis Court Doctor completed the work on the court. It looks great.
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7. NEW BUSINESS - Nothing to report.

8. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT
Matt Beane reported on recent Town Board activities.

(Rod Hunter, Bonnie Haines left)

9. NEXT MEETING - Our next Park meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday,
May 23, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. based on the outcome and feedback from the town
board members and there meeting scheduled this Thursday to shape up plans for
Arcola Heights disc golf course.

10. ADJOURNMENT
M/S/P- Doriott/Meyers moved to adjourn (4 ayes).

The meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Submitted by:
Barbara Riehle / Deputy Clerk



