
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE  
May 8, 2023, 7:00 P.M. – Town Hall & Otto Berg Park 

TOUR FOLLOWED BY REGULAR MEETING  
 
PRESENT:  Committee Member Vanessa Barvels (Chair), Park Manager Kimberly Reich, Assistant 

Park Manager Josh Riehle, Maintenance Manager Rick Jacobson, Board Supervisor James 

Riehle, Clerk Barb Riehle and Deputy Clerk Jennifer Maes.  A potential new Committee Member 

Coby Svendy also attended.  Committee members Kelley Shantz, Lauren Hill, Justin Gervais and 

Noah Smith were absent, therefore there was no quorum. 

1.  AGENDA – Approval of the Agenda amended to add Reminder of Cleanup Day., M/S/P 
Reich/Barvels (2 ayes) no quorum.   

 

2.  MINUTES – Approval of the minutes from April 10, 2023.  M/S/P Reich/Barvels (2 ayes)  

3.  PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS:   
  

Otto Berg Park/Town Hall Grounds  
 
Prior to the regular meeting, attendees toured Otto Berg Park and the grounds of the 
Town Hall. 
 
Sign in front of Town Hall 
On April 13 the Board approved an amount NTE $125.00 for the installation of a new 
sign near the entrance to the Town Hall.  In the meantime, a temporary fix, potentially 
using flex tape was suggested so the current sign isn’t directing visitors to a non-existent 
website. 
 
Well Pump near Pavilion 
When the water was finally turned-on April 26th, Mantyla neglected to seat the plug on 
the pump.  A resident noticed that water was spewing from the pump at a rate and 
contacted the Township.  DC Maes arrived and unsuccessfully attempted to turn the 
water off.  Mantyla was contacted and fixed the problem by installing a new plug and 
replacing the hose assembly.  Upon further inspection during the tour, the Committee 
suggested removing the pump handle altogether, as it has caused continuous problems 
since it was damaged last year by a resident. 
 
Dumpster at Upper Lot and Other Concrete Work 
MM Jacobson will work with PM Reich to coordinate the installation of a concrete pad in 
the dumpster enclosure.  In hopes of achieving cost savings, this project may be paired 
with other concrete projects including the tee boxes at Arcola Heights and possibly the 
foundation for the out-building planned to be added to the Town Hall grounds for 
equipment storage. 
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Once the concrete pad has been installed, the temporary garbage bins will be replaced 
with a new dumpster. 
 
The Committee also wants to replace the five-gallon plastic bucket used to contain 
leftover coals from the grills with a galvanized steel or other fireproof option. 
 
Bushes in front of Town Hall 
DC Maes will provide contact information to PM Reich so she can take over the 
scheduling of the site visit to facilitate a re-bid. 
 
Porta Potty Collapse 
The dome on top of the Porta Potty nearest the playground has been repaired. 
 
Sport Court Damage 
There is some separation forming on the sport court again.  DC Maes will provide 
contact information for Sport Court to PM Reich to aid her in managing the 
maintenance of the court. 
 
Parking Lot Striping 
Engineer Nielsen will be contacted to schedule re-striping of the parking lots. 
 
Woodchips around Playground 
On April 13 the Board approved an amount NTE $3,200 to replace the woodchips 
around the playground.  Hopefully, that will allow for refreshing a landscaping area near 
the door to Town Hall as well.  MM Jacobson has contact information to order.  PM 
Reich will coordinate with Sentenced to Serve for help with installation.  CSO Caroon can 
provide contact information. 
 
Raspberry Eradication 
The perennial garden along the fence line North of Town Hall is being overrun by 
invasive raspberry bushes that need to be removed. 
 
Landscape Repair around Well Installation 
The area North of Town Hall needs grass seed or sod to repair the area after the 
installation of the new well. 
 
Post Holes behind Two Benches in the Park 
In the past, benches were removed and replaced leaving sawed off pipe holes at ground 

level.  These need to be pounded in or filled to prevent trip or foot injury hazard. 

Equipment Storage Building 
The Committee has determined a need for a Maintenance Shed to house equipment 
regularly used by the Committee and the Maintenance Manager.  The building is 
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expected to be about 200 square feet.  Planning, Building and Engineering will be 
contacted to ensure that the building is placed within the proper setbacks.  The 
Committee also wants the building to be permanently attached to a concrete slab to 
ensure security. 
 
Volleyball Net 
The volleyball net has been installed for the season.  Thanks to Rod Hunter. 
 
Gravel on Trails 
The gravel on the trails between the field and toward the playground needs to be 
refreshed. 
 
Concrete Picnic Table Surface 
The concrete picnic table at the top of the park has been marred by crayon or perhaps 
chalk.  The surface is also becoming uneven due to age related deterioration.  Asst. PM 
Riehle will attempt to clean it up. 
 
Tree Trimming 
PM Reich will invite bids for tree service to ensure that low hanging branches don’t 
cause safety hazards.  One small tree near the fountain has died and needs to be 
removed.  Otherwise, most of the trees look pretty healthy, except for the Kentucky 
Coffee Tree which may have to be removed.  The lawn maintenance equipment 
sometimes causes irreparable damage when it cuts into the base of young trees.  
Perhaps there should be collars or mulch used to protect them. 
 
Pavilion Painting 
MM Jacobson pointed out that there is some rust forming on the pavilion roof and 
believes it is time for repainting.  
 
Damaged Slide on Playground 
On April 12 the Township was informed that the slide has been damaged resulting in a 
crack with a sharp edge that could pose a safety hazard.  MM Jacobson made a 
temporary fix with duct tape.  The duct tape has since been removed.  Supervisor 
Riehle, MM Jacobson and PM Reich discussed trying epoxy or silicone to make a more 
lasting temporary repair.  In the meantime, PM Reich will contact Parkitecture to order a 
new slide panel.  DC Maes will provide contact information. 
 
Curtis Hills Trail 
 
On May 1 the Committee toured this park.  In attendance were Committee Members 
Lauren Hill, Kelley Shantz, Park Manager Kimberley Reich, Asst. Park Manager Josh 
Riehle, Supervisor Jim Riehle and Clerk Barb Riehle. 
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Barbed Wire Fence Removal 
After contacting legal, DC Maes was provided two release forms, one for the property 
owner and one for any volunteers to be completed prior to scheduled removal of this 
fence.  After seeing the fence on the tour, the Committee questions whether it is 
necessary, as it looks to be a big job and well away from the actual trail. Planner 
Monson and Engineer Nielsen have been contacted to address questions regarding the 
easement along the trail. 
 
Trail Maintenance 
The Committee found the trail to be well graded and in good condition.  They would like 
to know what the regular schedule is for trail maintenance and confirm that Miller is the 
excavator.   
 
Arcola Heights 
 
On April 24 the Committee toured this park, followed by Quarry Trail.  In attendance 
were Committee Members Lauren Hill, Kelley Shantz, Vanessa Barvels, Noah Smith, Park 
Manager Kimberly Reich, Asst. Park Manager Josh Riehle, Supervisor James Riehle and 
Deputy Clerk Jenni Maes 
 
Tee Boxes 
See above under “Otto Berg Park/Dumpster at Upper Lot”.  Park visitors playing disc golf 
were asked about their preferences and confirmed that a solid concrete pad was the 
best option. 
 
Garbage/Recycling Process 
CM Hill ordered a new garbage bin for Maroney’s to service weekly.  Two steel domed 
receptacles will be removed from Arcola Heights and moved to Otto Berg Park. 
 
Porta Potty Surround 
Boards on the surround are warping and separating from the brackets causing the 
structure to become unstable.  PM Reich will arrange for repair. 
 
Disc Golf Signage 
The disc golf hole and directional signs have been received but still need to be installed. 
 
Tree Trimming 
PM Reich received two similar bids for tree and brush removal in conjunction with the 
“April Fools” storm.  The Committee prefers to accept the bid from 1-2-Tree as they are 
more local and were more responsive to our needs.  Clerk Riehle reminded the 
Committee that emergency funds are available from the County to aid with cleanup 
from that major storm.  If approved by the Board, PM Reich will ensure that the job is 
invoiced properly to take advantage of those funds. 
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Quarry Trail 
This trail has already been graded and is in good condition.  DC Maes will confirm who 
completed the grading and how the regular schedule works. 
 
Little Carnelian Park 
  
Legacy Grant 
CM Hill has bids to discuss at a future meeting.  
 
Plan for Poison Ivy Spraying 
The Town Hall has Personal Protective Equipment available for volunteers.  CM Barvels 
has the MSDS for reference to ensure safe application. 
 

4. OLD BUSINESS  
The Committee is reminded that there will be a Township Clean-Up Day on May 20 from 
9 AM until Noon.  Many members will be volunteering and there is new personal 
protective equipment and traffic management supplies available for their use.  It 
appears the event is well staffed, but more volunteers are always welcome. 

 
5.   NEW BUSINESS 

 
Discuss use of Monday app 
After consultation with Legal, it has been determined that the Committee’s use of this 
app for communication as a committee is in violation of the Open Meeting Law as it is 
not accessible to all residents and therefore should not be used.   

 
6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Riehle reported and offered to bring an 

ask to the Board at the May 11 meeting to accept the bid for tree work at Arcola 
Heights. 

            
7. NEXT MEETING – June 12, 2023, 7:00 P.M., Regular Meeting Town Hall 

There will also be a tour on May 15 at Otchipwe Prairie Hills Trail meeting at 7PM. 
   
8. ADJOURNMENT – Meeting adjourned 9:48 P.M. M/S/P Reich/Barvels (3 ayes). 
 
Submitted by: Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Maes 


