STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
MAY 5, 2016 - TOWN HALL - 7:-00 p.m.

PRESENT: Chairperson Doug Galler, Planning Commissioners Lois Cutler, Rick Robbins, Tim
Sinclair, Robyn Stoller and Carole Yoho, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Planner Sherri Buss
and Town Board Liaison Lee Busse.

1. AGENDA — M/S/P Cutler/Sinclair moved to adopt the agenda as written. (6 ayes)

2. MINUTES — M/S/P Robbins/Stoller moved to approve the April 7, 2016 Stillwater Township
Planning Commission Meeting minutes as written. (6 ayes)

3. SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE UPDATES - Washington County is giving up their participation in some
zoning issues starting on September 1, 2016. References to Washington County in our Subdivision
Ordinance will need to be removed to reflect this change.

Sherri Buss had prepared a hand out with common zoning questions for subdivisions and lot line
adjustments. Commission members suggested some revisions to the hand out:
o A flow diagram and/or pictures were suggested
e Add an example of a lot line adjustment and indicate that a registered surveyor is needed for
this procedure
e Take out the references to the steps that involved Washington County
e Add information about where to call first at the Township for more information

The Commission members discussed the draft Subdivision Ordinance. They suggested the following
changes:
e The mailing of notification for public hearings relating to minor subdivisions should be changed
to 1320 feet to be consistent with notification for other zoning issues.
e Add a flow chart and graphics to the ordinance

With respect to Open Space Development, this was encouraged with the last Comprehensive Plan
Update. However, it has become difficult to find an entity that is willing to monitor the open space. The
Commission discussed a number of issues related to Open Space Development: Who benefits from the
open space? Is tax assessed on the open space? Is it meeting the goals for protecting open space and
rural character? The consensus was that is has not met the goals it was designed for, and to take the
open space option out of the Subdivision Ordinance. With lot averaging, we can still have larger lots but
someone will own the lots.

There will be a public hearing on the ordinance at the June 2 meeting.
4. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT — Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. He

discussed current work on Trail Planning, and noted that this will be an issue for the Comprehensive
Plan.

5. ADJOURNMENT — M/S/P Cutler/Robbins moved to adjourn the meeting. (6 ayes)

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel



Stillwater Township Clerk



