
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – MAY 4, 2017 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Tim Sinclair, Planning Commissioners Doug Galler, Robert 
  Geisen, Kimberly Johnson, Rick Robbins, Troy Schifsky, Robyn Stoller and 
  Carole Yoho, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Supervisors David Johnson and 
  Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Town Board Liaison Lee Busse and Planner Sherri Buss 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Galler/Stoller moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (7 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Stoller/Yoho moved to approve the April 6, 2017 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission meeting minutes as written.  (6 ayes, Johnson abstain) 
(Troy Schifsky arrived.) 
 
3. OPEN SPACE SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE – Planner Sherri Buss gave a background on the 
Open Space Subdivision.  It allows smaller than normal lots and density bonuses when a 
subdivision sets aside 50% of the space.  The Minnesota Land Trust has withdrawn from holding 
the easements on the open spaces and no other entity has stepped up to do that.  The 
Township is considering whether to continue to allow Open Space Development.  The Township 
has considered holding the easements themselves, but there are issues with monitoring and 
enforcement of the open spaces.  David Johnson gave a recap of the Town Board’s recent 
discussions on this issue.  This could be handled similarly to a Conditional Use Permit with an 
escrow set up to cover possible cost relating to monitoring.  Other concerns were discussed 
including bonuses, densities, who would hold the easement, legal issues involved with 
enforcement, etc.  We could consider a moratorium on this type of development until a study 
has been completed. 
 
M/S/P Schifsky/Johnson moved to recommend keeping the option of Open Space Development 
in the Comprehensive Plan, but the issue will be reviewed by the Planning Commission to 
consider issues of density, bonuses, performance standards, easement monitoring and legal 
requirements, etc. and while the review is going on, there should be a moratorium for 6 
months.  (7 ayes, Robbins nay) 
 
4. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – The draft of the Comprehensive Plan update was 
reviewed.  The consensus of the Planning Commission was to recommend that the Town Board 
send it out to neighboring jurisdictions for their review and comment. 
 
5. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Lee Busse reported on recent Town Board activities. 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Galler/Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting.  (8 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 



Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Stillwater Township Clerk 


