
 

STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PARK COMMITTEE 

April 13, 2015 – Town Hall – 7:00 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Chairperson Lori Meyers, Park Committee Members Bonnie Haines, Vanessa Barvels, 

Michael Ranalla and Kelly Shantz. Town Board Supervisor Liaison Linda Countryman, Park 

Manager Jackie Garofalo and Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle. 

REGULAR MEETING 

1.  AGENDA – M/S/P Ranalla/Haines moved to adopt the amended agenda as written. (5 ayes) 

2.  MINUTES – M/S/P Shantz/Ranalla moved to approve the 09/08/14 meeting minutes as 

written. (5 ayes) 

3.  NEW BUSINESS 
 a. Introduction – New Park Committee Member, Vanessa Barvels and New Park 
Manager, Jackie Garofalo were introduced and welcomed to the committee. 
 b. Boom Site meeting – A summarized update from the March 31st meeting at City Hall 
was given by Chairperson Lori Meyers and Park member Vanessa Barvels.  The Boom Site Board 
heard feedback from residents. They are prioritizing work in phases on limited funding.  There 
was mention of a rain garden for runoff and toilet surrounds.  Also, parking is proposed to be 
reduced.  Lori Meyers and Vanessa Barvels will plan to attend future meetings. 
 c. Stillwater Trails Master Plan – The committee had an opportunity to review the March 
11, 2015 drafted proposal.  The committee would like to see a future trail connection and link in 
a continuous loop.  In agreement, it was well done and no other suggestions were made. 
 d. Commercial Park Use – The Park Committee reviewed the Washington County 
website to become better informed on Commercial Park Use policies and Guidelines.  If an 
event or use of our parks result in commercial gain or benefit then special fees and a certificate 
of insurance would be required and a policy/ ordinance would need to be written in support. 
Liaison Linda Countryman was asked to bring this to the Town Board for review as a first step of 
exploring this possibility.    
 e. Events – There are a few “bike ride” events to report: 

 Iron Man – April 26 

 Cinco de Mayo – May 2 

 ALS – May 16 
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4.  PARK & TRAIL CONCERNS 

Otto Berg Park – 

Additional Playground work - Members discussed the need for an ADA/Wheelchair curb cut 

out, location and options of ways to keep cost down. Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will contact 

our engineer for the contact used for a recent township road improvement bid.  2-3 quotes will 

be received before the Park committee will present to the Town Board.  It is likely there are 

many different surfaces that could be used.  Committee members agree that the North 

side/West corner is the best location. Further discussion at a future meeting. 

“No Dogs Allowed” Signage –Park Manager, Jackie Garofalo was asked to move the sign down 

by the playground from the fence line over to a more visible location off the parking lot near 

the information board. 

Tennis Court Doctor – Chairperson Lori Meyers reported that she will contact Richard Kunz 

again for his review of the court to find a solution for what is happening.  She has the original 

quote for him to review.   

Tree Replacement – The Shag Bark Hickory will need to be replaced.  Member Bonnie Haines 

will check on pricing. 

Arcola Heights Park – 

Disc Golf Concerns – Residents have raised concerns regarding the increased traffic this spring 

along with garbage, alcohol use and the need for toilets to be back in service.  Police Chief 

Steve Nelson responded to those concerns and has asked the Sheriff Patrol to frequent the park 

to help eliminate incident.  Steve Nelson asks the residents to contact him should an activity 

need to be reported and addressed.  Park Manager Jackie Garofalo will contact Air Fresh for 

service to the port-a-potty. 

Picnic Table – Assistant Park Manager Kelley Shantz has walked the park and needs the key to 

the picnic table.  Chairperson Lori Meyer will help facilitate resolve. 

Little Carnelian Park – No report. 

Otchipwe Prairie Trail- Member Michael Ranalla reports that the trail is okay now as it’s early 

and there is no vegetation yet. 

Curtiss Hills Trail – Town Board Supervisor Linda Countryman reported that the trail looks good 

now. No concerns at this time. 
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Quarry Avenue Trail – No report. 

Former Palmer Property – The City of Stillwater is moving ahead with their plans.  A single-lane 
roundabout at the intersection of Manning Avenue and Highway 96 is part of their road 
improvement plans. 
 

McDonald Property – No report.  

5.  OTHER BUSINESS –  

Sentence to Serve – We have STS for 4 days: They will begin to brush and clear the trails on 

103rd Street then 97th Street starting on April 18th.  On April 25th they will begin work on Curtiss 

Hills Trail between Stonebridge Trail and 107th Street N.  Police Chief Steve Nelson had 

contacted the land owners who have property next to the trail.  They have given permission to 

clear the buckthorn and any dead trees next to the trail.  Starting May 9th STS will begin raking 

the volleyball court at Otto Berg Park.  Then they will go to Stonebridge Trail and clear the 

brush and vegetation away from pillars on Stonebridge Trail at Pawnee Ave and Penfield Ave.  

From there they will rake the beach at Little Carnelian Park and spend whatever time remains 

working on clearing buckthorn and dead trees and brush from the park floor. 

Adopt-A-Trail Volunteer Opportunities- The Gateway/Brown's Creek trail has now been 

combined into one organization and one trail.  They are in need of volunteers.  They have 

organized the trail into sections. The program commits you to pick up litter and monitor your 

section of the trail on a regular basis. Time commitment is flexible but expectation is that the 

volunteers will travel their section of the trail at least once a month or more picking up litter 

from the mowed and open areas on either side of the trail. Some sections may need more 

frequent pick-up especially along 95.  Contact information can be found on our website. 

Website – Park Members are encouraged to review the Park and Trail section of the website 

and give feedback for changes and improvements.  Chairperson Lori Meyers suggested adding 

more pictures. 

Donations – A couple of Friends of Stillwater Township Park donations of $15 each have been 

made for purchases toward a shrub or tree.  Letters were crafted by the Deputy Clerk and 

signed by the committee.  They will be mailed.  Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle will check with 

Treasurer Masha Olson to see what funding is still available from donations. 

Volleyball Net – Member Rod Hunter will be asked to put up the volleyball net at Otto Berg 

Park. 
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Playground equipment inspection – Park Manager Jackie Garofalo inspected the equipment at 

Otto Berg Park and found some loose bolts on the monkey bars.  Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 

will get in touch with Bill Johnson from Northland Recreation (Formerly known as Parkitecture) 

to see about an inspection list and the special socket. 

Annual Events –  
 PICNIC - Members briefly discussed the possibility of a picnic.  Liaison Linda Countryman 

was asked to check with the Town Board.  If approved the event date would be Sunday, 
August 16th (August 23rd rain date) with reduced hours of 12-3pm.  Plans and ideas 
would be discussed at a future meeting.   

 GARAGE SALE – The Communication committee will discuss this at their next meeting.  
Possible dates are Friday/Saturday, June 19-20.  Residents are encouraged to watch the 
website and newsletter for updated information. 

 ARBOR DAY – Friday, April 24, 2015.  The Park committee feels there is not enough time 
to participate this year.  Tree planting events will be posted to the website. 

 

6.  TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Supervisor Linda Countryman reported.  The annual 

power point slide show was viewed. 

7.   NEXT MEETING – May 11, 2015 

8.  ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Haines/Shantz moved to adjourn the meeting. (5 ayes) 

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle 


