STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
TOWN HALL - April 07, 2016 — 7:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Chairperson Doug Galler, Planning Commissioners Troy Schifsky, Rick Robbins, Lois
Cutler and Robyn Stoller, Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle, Planner Sherri Buss, Town Board
Member Linda Countryman and Town Board Liaison Lee Busse.

7:05 P.M. - REGULAR MEETING

1. AGENDA — Moved to approve the agenda as written M/S/P Robbins/Cutler (5 ayes)

2. MINUTES — Moved to approve the 1/7/16 Regular Meeting minutes and the 3/3/16
Stillwater Township Planning Commission Public Hearing and Regular Meeting minutes as
written. M/S/P Cutler/Schifsky (5 ayes)

(Linda Countryman arrived)

New Planning Commission Member - Robyn Stoller was introduced and welcomed.

3. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS — Planner Sherri Buss gave an overall review recap of the previous

discussion on Solar Gardens and Solar Farms. A Public Hearing was held on 3/3/16 but there
was no public comment on the Ordinance. The Commission reviewed two related Ordinance
issues. 1) Lot size requirements at 25 acre minimum, and 2) Solar Project requirements with
Xcel Energy and how it relates to Towers, Sub-Stations and screening.

Stillwater Township is taking a proactive approach on the issue since surrounding communities
have had these Solar Energy Systems. Some communities however have not approved
ordinances yet because they are not in agreement.

Planner Sherri Buss actively answered the Commissioners questions. A Conditional Use Permit
(CUP) is necessary on a commercial scale and a Public Hearing required. She also addressed the
reasoning behind having 25 acre or more due to the mega-wattage. There are many township
parcels in the northern area of the township that could meet the acreage requirement. A
parcel would be leased for 20-30 years. If a property is sold prior to completion of a lease
contract it would likely be decommissioned.

Screening was written as “to the degree possible” and would be addressed on a case by case
basis.
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Planner Sherri Buss will look into where an Xcel Energy sub-station is located.

Schifsky/Robbins moved to make a recommendation to the Town Board to adopt the Ordinance
as written but to include the recent changes above. M/S/P (5 ayes)

4. ZONING AUTHORITY - Earlier this year Washington County announced they would be giving
up their authority for land use and zoning except for the following areas:

Shoreland Overlay Districts
Floodplain Districts

St. Croix River Overlay District
Mining

Subdivisions
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The County is seeking further comments regarding authority with Subdivisions. Pros and Cons
were discussed. The Planning Commission members felt they were capable to take on
Ordinances. An informal Consensus was that the Township could take on that role having sole
authority with regards to most Subdivision Ordinances (except for Shoreland Districts and the
St. Croix River District).

5. OTHER BUSINESS- The Commission will be reviewing their section of the Comprehensive
Plan 2040. Review should begin late summer/September. The Commission will also be
reviewing a new section “Water Supply” groundwater protection.

6. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT — Lee Busse

7. ADJOURNMENT — The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 P.M.

Submitted by: Deputy Clerk Barbara Riehle



