
 

 
 

STILLWATER TOWN BOARD MEETING 
April 14, 2011                               Town Hall                                 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT:   Chairperson Linda Countryman, Supervisors Jim Hiniker, David Johnson, and 

Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Clerk Kathy Schmoeckel, Attorney Soren Mattick, 
Planner Berry Farrington, Treasurer Marsha Olson and Chief of Police Steve 

Nelson. 
 

John Wertish and Deb Fedor, Xcel Energy, were present to update the Town Board on 
Arcola Court reliability issues.  They had had a meeting with those residents on March 

1st at the Stillwater Town Hall to discuss what could be done to improve reliability.  Mr. 
Wertish reviewed what has been done and what still needs to be done.  He also  

reviewed Xcel’s plans for the Township.  He believes they are on schedule to do the  

work needed.  They were complimented on how they were able to address the  
neighbors’ concerns. 

 
    

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Hiniker/Johnson moved to adopt the agenda as amended. (4 
ayes) 

 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Hiniker/Untiedt moved to approve the 3/24/11 Stillwater Town 

Board Meeting minutes as written.  (4 ayes) 
 

3. TREASURER – 
a) Report given.  We are over budget for snow plowing for the year. 

b) Audit Update – The Treasurer and Clerk will be meeting with the auditor Friday 
morning to discuss the upcoming audit.  The financials need to be to done by the 

end of June. 

c) Checks and Claims – The following checks and claims were approved for payment. 
 

 Claim No. Vendor                              Amount 
 41516  Campbell, Knutson, PA $  960.02 

 41517  League of Minnesota Cities     284.00 
 41518  Kathleen Nelson       31.62 

 41519  Stephen Nelson     960.95 
 41520  Progressive Financial Services       30.08 

 41521  QWEST     101.25 
 41522  Robert P Ranalla Sr       38.16 

 41523  Kathryn Schmoeckel     207.30 
 41524  Stillwater Gazette       72.68 

 41525  Washington County   1,109.06 
 41526  Department of Labor & Industry       83.64 

 41527  David and Janet Hanson      189.07 

 41528  MJ Raleigh Trucking Inc                                       10,697.44 
 41529  MFRA   1,835.25 
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 41530  Lori J Meyers       183.53 

 41531  On Site Sanitation         48.09 
 41532  Public Safety Equipment Co.         30.00 

 41533  Valley Green Lawn and Landscape, Inc.       990.90 
 41534  TKDA     1,846.15 

 41535  PERA       473.22 
 41536  Internal Revenue Service       804.82 

 41537  Minnesota Department of Revenue         39.25 
     Beane, Matthew R        532.09 

     Countryman, Linda P        415.48 
     Nelson, Kathleen M        436.61 

     Nelson, Stephen W     1,113.33 
     Olson, Marsha Ann        619.29 

     Ranalla, Sr., Robert P        283.05 
     Riehle, Barbara        358.53 

     Schmoeckel, Kathryn G        857.96 

     Untiedt, Sheila-Marie        562.90 
 

4. ATTORNEY – 
a) Special Events Ordinance – Attorney Soren Mattick reviewed the proposed 

ordinance.  An additional consideration would be the amount of fee we should 
charge.  There was discussion as to whether a tournament at the proposed disc 

golf course would be covered by this and also discussion on whether this would 
apply to games in Otto Berg Park.  Soren Mattick will make appropriate changes to 

the ordinance and forward it to the Planning Commission for their review and 
recommendation. 

b) Valley Green Contract – M/S/P Hiniker/Untiedt moved to approve the contract as 
submitted.  (4 ayes) 

 
5. PARCHETA WATER SKI PERMIT – Steve Nelson checked the Township records and 

contacted the Sheriff’s Office and verified that no complaints were received.  Sgt. Jerry 

Cusick said he will sign the permit if the Township approves. it. 
 

M/S/P Untiedt/Johnson moved to approve Mary Parcheta’s application for a water ski 
course.  (4 ayes) 

 
6. CHIEF OF POLICE – 

a) Report given.  There were 14 burning permits, none for buckthorn.  There will be 
a burning ban starting on Friday.  No dogs were impounded.  An injured cat was 

transported to the Hillcrest Animal Hospital with a broken leg.  The cost to the 
Township for emergency care and a 5 day hold was $145.  The cat has been 

released to an animal rescue organization. 
b) Special Events – Three special events are planned for May – The Stillwater 

Marathon, Cinco du Mayo run-bike-run and the ALS bike trek. 
c) Conditional Use Permits – All CUP’s have been inspected and all are in compliance.  

The Certificate of Compliance for Bergmann’s Garden Center will be done later this 

month. 
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7. ARCOLA HEIGHTS DISC GOLF CONCERNS – Neighbors from Arcola Heights were 

present to discuss their concerns with the proposed disc golf course.  They had a 
petition that had been distributed in their neighborhood which had 53 signatures which 

represents 32 of the 47 households.  They would like to see the park left as a natural 
area.  Jan Hayne also submitted an email from Caroll Henderson, DNR, and from Tara 

Kelly, Belwin Conservancy.  They also discussed concerns about traffic, safety issues, 
parking, bathrooms, litter and issues with other disc golf courses in the area.  Steve 

Nelson reported on research he had done with the Oak Park Heights course and the 
Willow River Park course.  The neighbors also had concerns with the fact that they had 

little opportunity for input before this was in place.  Sheila-Marie Untiedt explained that 
the lack of communication was not intentional, but a function of the time constraints in 

connection with the grant application.   
 

8. INTERNET SERVICE – Mark and Laurie Windisch were present to discuss the poor 
quality of their internet service on Oakhill Avenue.  There was discussion of possible 

solutions, including organizing their neighbors and looking into a satellite dish. 

 
9. PLANNER – 

a) WOOD BURNING BOILERS – There had been presentations on OWB’s at the last 
Planning Commission meeting.  The Planning Commission would like further 

direction from the Board.  The Planner was directed to prepare a simple draft 
ordinance requiring OWB’s to meet the highest EPA standards including any siting 

standards.  The Planning Commission will review. 
b) Stone Certificate of Compliance – Bonnie Stone has applied for the Certificate of 

Compliance for a seasonal agriculture business.  The fee of $100 will be refunded 
since it is the policy of the Board to not charge a fee for agricultural uses. 

 
10. PARK COMMITTEE – Linda Countryman reported on the recent Park Committee 

meeting.  Otto Berg Park should be sprayed for dandelions.  The Clerk will ask Valley 
Green for a bid and also advise the technique they will use.  More discussion at the next 

meeting. 

 
11. LAKE ELMO DETACHMENT – David Johnson reported that the City of Stillwater 

wanted to go on record as being opposed to the detachment.  He also reviewed the 
upcoming timeline. 

 
12. COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE – They are meeting on Monday.  The garage sale is 

expected to be June 24 and 25. 
 

13. WORKSHOP PLANS – Linda Countryman will attend the upcoming workshop put on 
by the 2011 Land Use Workshop. 

 
14. COMMUNICATION LIAISON – There was discussion of how to handle communication 

with citizens outside of meetings.  The possibility of having a member of the Board who 
would be responsible for responding to inquiries from the community was discussed.  

However, this may be construed as being the consensus of the Board rather than just 

one member’s opinion.  Sheila-Marie Untiedt will discuss with Bob Ranalla at the 
upcoming Communication Committee meeting, the possibility of setting up an email 
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address for the chair who would have the responsibility of inviting people to a Board 

meeting to discuss their issues. 
 

15. WORKSHOP – A workshop will be held on May 7 from 1pm to 2pm on toxicity.  A 
post card will go out to promote this.  Sheila-Marie Untied will ask Bob Ranalla to put an 

item on the website. 
 

16. ARCOLA HEIGHTS PARK – The consensus of the Board was that some of the issues 
raised by the neighbors, such as traffic, parking, toilets, signage, costs to maintain,  are 

legitimate concerns and the Park Committee will be asked to address them.  The Town 
Board will attend their next meeting. 

 
17.  ADJOURNMENT – The meeting was adjourned at 10:25 p.m. 

 
 

 

 
 

Clerk______________________________________ 
 

 
 

Chairperson_________________________________ 
 

 
 

Approved___________________________________ 


