
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

TOWN HALL – APRIL 7, 2011 – 7:00 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: Chairperson Rick Robbins, Planning Commissioners Lee Busse, Doug  

  Galler, Lynne Murphy, Bob Ranalla, Troy Schifsky and Carole Yoho,  

  Supervisors David Johnson and Sheila-Marie Untiedt, Town Board 

  Liaison Jim Hiniker and Planners Berry Farrington and Nolan Wall. 

 

1. AGENDA – M/S/P Murphy/Schifsky moved to adopt the agenda as amended.  (7 ayes) 

 

2. MINUTES – M/S/P Ranalla/Schifsky moved to approve the March 3, 2011 Planning 

Commission meeting minutes as written.  (7 ayes) 

 

3. INTRODUCTION OF NEW PLANNER – Planner Berry Farrington introduced Nolan 

Wall who will be taking her place as planner. 

 

4. WOOD BURNING FURNACES – Planner Berry Farrington introduced John Seltz and 

Lisa Hirshberger of MPCA and Chris Tureson of Central Boiler and asked them to give some 

background on wood burning furnaces. 

 

John Seltz, MPCA, gave a presentation where he reviewed the concerns and complaints that he 

has received.  He noted that as the price of fossil fuels increases, so does the use of wood 

burning.  He reviewed what is being done about these on a national level by EPA.  The City of 

Stillwater has banned these by calling them a public nuisance.  He suggested that if we do adopt 

an ordinance or regulations, that we adhere to the EPA certified standards, consider separation 

distance, allow only “white tag” EPA units, and require permitting. 

 

Chris Tureson, Central Boiler, distributed materials on his Company which is a manufacturer of 

outdoor wood boilers.  He reviewed the current technology.  There are three manufacturers in the 

State of Minnesota.  They have sample ordinances on their website, outdoorfurnacefacts.com. 

 

The representatives answered questions. 

 

The consensus of the Planning Commission was to refer this matter back to the Town Board for 

further direction. 

 

5. WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER – Bob Ranalla will put information on wood boilers on the 

website. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS – The upcoming Easter Egg Hunt was discussed. 

 

7. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Jim Hiniker reported on recent Town Board 

activities. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Schifsky/Busse moved to adjourn the meeting.  (7 ayes) 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 

  Planning Commission Clerk 



 


