
STILLWATER TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN HALL – APRIL 6, 2006 – 7:00 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: Chairperson Lee Busse, Planning Commissioners Lynne Murphy, Richard 
  Rainer, Robert Ranalla and Carole Yoho.  Also, Supervisors Linda Countryman, 
  Jim Doriott, Town Board Liaisons Jim Hiniker and Sheila Marie Untiedt, Planner 
  Dick Thompson and Building Inspector Jack Kramer. 
 
1. AGENDA – M/S/P Rainer/Murphy moved to adopt the agenda as written.  (4 ayes) 
 
2. MINUTES – M/S/P Rainer/Murphy moved to approve the 3/2/06 Stillwater Township 
Planning Commission Meeting minutes as written.  (4 ayes) 
 
3. PLANNING FROM AN ECOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE – Planner Dick Thompson 
introduced Hannah Texler, Plant Ecologist with the DNR, who gave a presentation on Natural 
Resource based planning.   
 
(Robert Ranalla arrived.) 
 
There were several hand-outs available. 
 
4. REVISIONS TO ACCESSORY BUILDING REQUIREMENTS – Dick Thompson 
reviewed his memorandum dated March 17, 2006 and issues associated with accessory buildings.  
Jack Kramer discussed the fact that he has encountered several requests for larger buildings from 
the community. 
 
There was discussion as to what we are trying to accomplish by limiting the size of accessory 
buildings.  The allowed size in the present ordinance seems somewhat arbritrary.  Suggested 
rationales were aesthetics, impervious surfaces, drainage areas or neighbors’ views. 
 
Some possibilities to remedy the problems were suggested: 

• Allow extra square footage if there is an over-hang. 
• Tie the size of the building to the carrying capacity of the land.  Each property is 

different. 
• Require a sit review to eliminate the potential for problems. 
• “Stair-step” the size of the building as it relates to lot size. 
• Look at other ordinances from similar communities, 
• Possibility of allowing extra square footage as a bonus if the particular parcel allows.  

Could ask Jeanine Thatcher to analyze the impact on the property. 
• Do we need a limitation on the size of an attached accessory building? 

 
There will be more discussion as the next meeting and the planning commission will make a 
recommendation at that time. 
 
5. DEVELOPMENT TEMPLATE – More discussion at the next meeting.  Planning 
Commissioners should email their suggestions to Dick Thompson. 
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6. MAPS OF NATURAL RESOURCES – Berry Farrington distributed natural resource 
maps.  More will be available at future meetings. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS – There was none. 
 
8. TOWN BOARD LIAISON REPORT – Jim Hiniker and Sheila Marie Untiedt reported on 
recent Town Board activities. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT – M/S/P Rainer/Ranalla moved to adjourn the meeting.  (5 ayes) 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Kathy Schmoeckel 
  Planning Commission Clerk 


